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In  1827,  George  Peabody,  a  young  man  from  Essex 
County,  Massachusetts,  went  to  England.  Described  by 
his  passport  as  aged  32,  6  feet,  1  inch  tall,  he  had  the 
personality  as  well  as  the  business  ability  to  make  him¬ 
self  one  of  the  leading  Americans  in  England  during  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Apart  from  short  visits 
to  his  native  country,  this  citizen  of  the  United  States 
made  London  his  home,  but  he  remained  an  American 
abroad  both  in  his  business  and  general  interests.  Through 
this  fact  he  not  only  gained  popularity  in  the  United 
States  but  he  also  helped  to  forward  amicable  relations 
between  his  own  country  and  Great  Britain. 

Although  the  fascinating  details  of  his  rise  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world  are  not  to  be  discussed  here,  some  reference 
to  Peabody^s  main  pursuit  in  life  is  necessary  in  order 
to  describe  the  social  life  of  this  nineteenth  century 
American.*  The  very  nature  of  his  business  both  fos¬ 
tered  his  ties  with  the  land  of  his  birth  and  gave  him  an 
international  outlook.  After  Peabody’s  youth  and  early 
apprenticeship  in  New  England  he  had  gone  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  and  then  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in 
search  of  opportunity.  There  he  had  become  a  partner 
of  Elisha  Riggs  in  a  dry  goods  importing  firm  and  it  was 

1  Most  of  the  material  for  this  article  was  gathered  from 
the  Oeorge  Peabody  Papers  in  the  Essex  Institute.  The  pages 
on  the  business  career  of  Peabody  are  summarized  from  the 
author’s  Oeorge  Peabody,  Merchant  and  Financier,  1829-185^ 
(unpublished  thesis,  BadcliHe  College,  1939). 
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to  buy  stock  for  Riggs,  Peabody  and  Company  that  he 
first  went  abroad.  For  the  next  ten  years  the  function 
of  purchasing  cottons,  woolens,  silks,  linens  and  even  bon¬ 
nets,  hose,  gloves,  umbrellas  and  veils,  kept  Peabody  trav¬ 
eling  in  Great  Britain  and  France.  Occasionally  he 
visited  Baltimore  to  look  over  American  affairs  in  general 
and  in  particular  to  consider  the  progress  of  his  firm 
which  in  1829  became  Peabody,  Riggs  and  Company.  As 
the  business  grew,  however,  young  partners  joined  the 
prosperous  importing  house  and  the  long  ocean  voyages 
were  then  undertaken,  along  with  many  of  the  details  of 
purchasing,  by  the  new  junior  members.  xVfter  a  Feb¬ 
ruary  crossing  in  1837,  with  Peabody’s  usual  seasickness 
made  more  miserable  by  the  oppressing  business  worries 
of  that  unhappy  year,  he  did  not  visit  the  United  States 
for  two  busy  decades. 

It  was  in  these  twenty  years  that  this  man  of 
modest  economic  origin  accumulated  the  foundations 
of  a  large  fortune.  Even  by  1837  the  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  Peabody  possessed 
when  he  first  went  to  England,  had  increased  to  al¬ 
most  a  third  of  a  million.^  Tailor  bills  bear  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  fact  that  this  rising  young  man  must  have 
cut  quite  a  handsome  figure  on  his  visit  to  the  United 
States  in  1836-1837.  The  next  few  years  of  depression, 
1837-1843,  were  most  trying  ones,  but  his  business  acu¬ 
men,  sound  credit  and  excellent  reputation  helped  Pea¬ 
body  to  weather  the  storm.  The  very  difficulties  and  lack 
of  confidence  of  the  time  opened  new  opportunities  to  this 
optimist  with  faith  in  the  future  of  the  United  States. 

In  Peabody’s  life  the  period  1837  to  1843  marked  his 
evolution  as  a  merchant  banker.  The  start  was  modest. 
Many  large  well-established  houses,  such  as  Baring  Broth¬ 
ers  and  Company  of  London,  and  Brown,  Shipley  and 
Company  of  Liverpool,  performed  the  services  of  floating 
loans  for  American  states  and  companies,  of  opening 
credits  for  American  merchants,  of  handling  consignments 
of  goods  and  in  other  ways  serving  correspondents  inter- 

2  Peabody  Papers,  Will  dated  October  27,  1827 ;  Georpe  T’en- 
body’s  estimate  of  his  wealth,  January,  1837. 
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ested  in  international  trade  and  finance.  After  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  several  Anglo-American  merchant  bankers  in  1837, 
however,  openings  for  new  firms  appeared  and  some  of 
Peabody’s  friends  in  Maryland  asked  him  to  perform 
functions  for  them.  The  first  large  task  undertaken  by 
him  came  at  an  unfortunate  time.  He  marketed  the 
Maryland  bonds,  which  were  issued  to  finance  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  just  before  the  apparent 
recovery  of  1838-1839  flickered  out. 

The  next  few  years  were  not  easy  ones  for  an  Ameri¬ 
can  in  international  business  in  London.  One  American 
state  followed  another  in  default  of  interest  and  even 
repudiation  until  the  total  in  arrears  numbered  nine.  For 
some  years  even  sound  states  like  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  failed  to  make  payments.  It  was  embarrassing 
for  Peabody  to  meet  on  the  street  a  trusting  British  in¬ 
vestor  to  whom  he  had  sold  Maryland  bonds.  At  dinners 
the  subject  of  default  by  American  states  hurt  the  pride 
of  a  business  man  of  sound  principles.  Even  though  two 
members  of  Parliament  proposed  Peabody  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Reform  Club,  it  appeared  best  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  withdraw  his  name. 

Furthermore,  Peabody  had  his  own  personal  financial 
troubles.  The  dry  goods  business,  in  which  some  of  his 
energy  and  capital  continued  to  be  invested,  was  having 
its  troubles.  After  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  early 
1830’s  it  was  facing  a  reduced  market  in  the  United  States 
and  tightened  credit  conditions  in  its  usual  English  source 
of  supply.  In  addition,  Peabody,  eager  to  acquire  wealth 
for  what  he  then  hoped  would  be  an  early  retirement,  had 
purchased  a  considerable  amount  of  American  securities 
on  margin.  His  own  business  troubles,  coupled  with  his 
concern  over  American  credit,  made  the  period  of  the 
early  1840’s  a  very  difficult  one  in  Peabody’s  life.  A 
remark  made  at  that  time  was  typical  of  his  business 
philosophy.  To  his  pessimistic  partner  in  Baltimore, 
Samuel  Riggs,  he  wrote:  “It  is,  however,  useless  to  com¬ 
plain  or  regret  the  past,  but  when  misfortune  besets  you, 
use  all  the  means  which  God  has  given  you  to  escape,  and 
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avoid  for  the  future  the  course  which  brought  you  into 
the  situation.”* 

Peabody  had  need  of  this  same  philosophy  in  later 
depressions,  but  in  the  prosperous  years  he  also  made  use 
of  his  own  advice  without  falling  into  a  policy  of  inaction. 
He  had  learnt  some  expensive  lessons  about  handling 
securities,  but  he  had  gained  valuable  experience  as  well. 
In  the  next  few  years  he  became  an  important  adventurer 
in  American  stocks  and  bonds  and  his  transactions  met 
with  spectacular  success.  There  were  several  reasons  for 
his  good  fortune.  His  business  contacts  were  many  and 
the  information  from  these  associates,  including  W.  W. 
Corcoran  of  Corcoran  and  Riggs  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
was  a  significant  factor.  Perhaps  even  more  important 
was  his  confidence  in  American  securities  at  a  period 
when  many  investors  were  most  gloomy  about  the  eco¬ 
nomic  future  of  the  United  States.  Writing  to  a  fellow 
countryman  in  England  in  1844,  Peabody  remarked, 
“You  and  I  will,  I  trust,  see  that  happy  day,  when  as 
formerly,  we  can  own  ourselves  Americans  in  Europe, 
without  a  blush  for  the  character  of  our  Country.”^  He 
himself  worked  for  the  rehabilitation  of  American  credit, 
especially  in  Maryland,  where  his  influence  was  important 
because  of  his  own  years  of  residence  in  Baltimore. 

The  size  of  his  operations  and  his  relations  with  Eng¬ 
lish  brokers  also  contributed  to  his  success  as  a  dealer  in 
securities.  At  this  time  there  was  no  organized  market 
for  American  stocks  and  bonds  in  London.  The  quota¬ 
tions  of  brokers  in  the  newspapers  could  not  be  accepted 
as  representing  real  prices  and  Peabody’s  willingness  to 
buy  and  sell  large  quantities  of  American  securities,  by 
providing  a  reliable  market,  filled  a  real  need.  By  pay¬ 
ing  the  brokers  the  full  brokerage  while  many  tried  to 
save  on  these  commissions  to  middlemen,  he  cultivated 
their  cooperation,  and  gifts  of  Boston  crackers  and  apples 
helped  to  cement  these  pleasant  business  relations. 

3  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Samuel  Biggrs,  January 

3,  1842. 

4  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  W.  S.  Stell,  January 

4,  1844. 
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Peabody’s  new  office  in  Throgmorton  Street  became  the 
scene  of  many  a  large  offer.  A  letter  written  on  May  19, 
1848,  testified  to  bc)th  the  size  of  Peabody’s  operations 
and  the  soundness  of  his  credit.  To  Samuel  Higgs  he 
wrote : 

I  have  the  principal  controul  of  the  market  &  buyers  & 
sellers  come  to  me  which  gives  me  great  advantages  —  at 
least  Ten  Millions  of  dollars  of  various  American  Stocks 
have  passed  through  my  hands  within  the  last  5  years  bought 
or  sold  by  myself.  —  I  have  always  on  hand  half  a  Million, 
but  it  is  now  over  2  years  since  I  have  borrowed  a  pound  on 
any  American  or  other  security  &  for  the  future  mean  to  so 
manage  my  business  to  avoid  it.® 

In  the  meantime  the  general  merchant  banking  busi¬ 
ness  operated  by  Peabody  had  grown.  He  had  severed 
his  connections  with  the  dry  goods  firm  of  Peabody,  Riggs 
and  Company  and  between  1844  and  1847  had  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  New  York  house  of  Wetmore  and  Cryder. 
This  relationship  developed  his  business  of  granting  short¬ 
term  credits  to  American  merchants,  especially  to  those 
interested  in  trade  with  China  and  South  America.  The 
shipment  of  Indian  corn  to  famine  torn  Ireland  was  an¬ 
other  large  branch  of  the  business  of  these  partners. 
Later  Peabody  entered  into  the  field  of  handling  new 
issues  of  American  securities.  Friendship  with  his  first 
partner,  Elisha  Riggs,  had  led  to  association  with  the 
latter’s  son,  George  Washington  Riggs.  When  Corcoran 
and  Riggs  engaged  in  marketing  the  Mexican  war  loans, 
Peabody  took  an  active  part  in  the  European  end  of  these 
transactions.  His  name  being  -joined  with  that  of  the 
well-established  bankers.  Baring  Brothers  and  Company, 
in  this  operation  also  enlarged  Peabody’s  reputation. 

In  spite  of  growing  success  in  business  Peabody  con¬ 
tinued  to  write  of  his  expectations  of  an  early  retire¬ 
ment,  but  his  friends  urged  him  to  establish  his  firm  on 
a  more  permanent  basis.  After  the  failure  of  several 
houses  in  the  difficulties  of  1837,  few  prominent  Ameri- 

5  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Samuel  Riggs,  May 
19.  1848. 
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can  business  houses  had  been  left  in  London.  There  was 
a  demand  for  a  merchant  banking  house  in  London  oper¬ 
ated  by  Americans  to  serve  Americans  and  it  was  to  fill 
this  need  that  Peabody  organized  George  Peabody  and 
Company  at  the  end  of  1851. 

Peabody  had  more  than  a  dozen  years  of  active  busi¬ 
ness  life  ahead  of  him,  but  he  now  had  others  to  take  an 
increasing  number  of  details  off  his  shoulders.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1852,  C.  C.  Gooch,  a  valued  clerk,  became  a  junior 
partner.  Finally,  in  1854  Peabody  was  happy  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  he  had  found  the  “American  of  standing  & 
business  talent”  for  whom  he  had  been  searching.  Junius 
Spencer  Morgan  of  Boston  joined  the  house  of  George 
Peabody  and  Company.  It  continued  the  “American 
Banking  and  Commission  Business;  paying  particular 
attention  to  American  Securities,  Foreign  Exchange,  and 
the  Granting  of  Credits  —  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Rail¬ 
road  Iron  —  and  ^lerchandize  generally.””  The  head  of 
this  established  house  now  had  more  leisure  to  give  to 
his  general  interests. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  England  Peabody  had 
devoted  most  of  his  attention  to  his  prosperous  and  grow¬ 
ing  business.  He  worked  about  ten  hours  a  day  in  the 
busy  1840’s;  he  often  worked  evenings  and  even  Sundays 
off  were  more  occasional  than  he  wished.  Good  health 
had  obviated  the  necessity  of  his  taking  any  absences 
from  his  office  on  that  account.  In  fact,  in  1851  he  re¬ 
ported  to  a  friend  that  he  had  not  been  absent  from  the 
office  two  consecutive  business  days  in  twelve  years  and 
he  had  not  been  over  a  hundred  miles  from  London  in 
six.  As  Peabody  advised  an  acquaintance:  “According 
to  my  experience  &  opinion,  no  man  can  be  very  successful 
in  business  unless  his  mind  is  wholly  devoted  to  it  not 
only  at  his  Counting  House  but  at  his  fire  side  and  on 
his  pillow.”’^ 

In  spite  of  this  busy  existence  Peabody’s  life  during 

6  Peahody  Papers,  Circular  of  George  Peabody  and  Com¬ 
pany,  October  8,  1854. 

T  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Thomas  Moreau,  May 
25,  1849. 
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this  period  was  not  devoid  of  agreeable  social  contacts. 
The  full  business  days  themselves  offered  many  such  occa¬ 
sions.  Conversations  at  the  N’orth  and  South  American 
Coffee  House  were  part  of  the  busy  day.  In  1844  George 
Peabody  moved  his  office  from  31  Moorgate  Street  to  Ho. 
6  Warnford  Court,  Throgmorton  Street.  Situated  near 
the  Stock  Exchange  in  the  heart  of  the  financial  city  of 
London,  Peabody  was  easily  accessible  to  other  business 
men.  In  earlier  days  he  had  traveled  miles  through  Eng¬ 
land’s  manufacturing  districts  to  purchase  dry  goods  and 
old  friends  from  these  roving  days  would  drop  in  for 
a  visit  when  in  London.  Peabody’s  daily  dealings 
brought  him  in  constant  touch  not  only  with  London 
brokers  but  also  with  American  business  men  who  visited 
the  financial  centre  of  the  world  to  secure  credit  for  com¬ 
mercial  undertakings  or  for  the  purpose  of  floating  bonds 
to  finance  larger  enterprises.  The  conversations  and  let¬ 
ters  over  business  deals  brought  Peabody  information  and 
interests  much  wider  than  the  cold  statistics  of  a  balance 
sheet  at  first  suggest. 

While  Peabody  had  little  time  for  pleasure  during 
these  years,  apart  from  that  which  he  undoubtedly  gained 
from  his  busy  life  in  the  city,  references  in  his  letters 
indicate  that  he  was  a  pleasing  companion,  and  that  he 
found  opportunities  to  relax  in  his  bachelor  quarters  af¬ 
ter  a  rushed  day.  While  not  averse  to  female  society,  the 
young  American  had  been  too  busy  getting  ahead  and 
helping  his  family  to  marry  early.  In  1839  happy  let¬ 
ters  testified  to  an  anticipated  marriage  to  a  young  Amer¬ 
ican  woman  who  was  visiting  England;  but  the  affair 
ended  in  a  broken  engagement.  George  Peabody,  now 
settled  in  London,  decided  to  share  a  bachelor  domicile 
at  11  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place,  with  the  tall 
Bostonian  commission  merchant,  Ezra  Coates.  The  crisis 
of  1847  was  to  bring  to  an  end  the  business  relations 
between  these  two  Americans  and  to  cause  misunderstand¬ 
ings  which  broke  up  a  personal  friendship  of  many  years, 
but  prior  to  that  date  the  two  Hew  Englanders  had  a 
pleasant  existence  together.  A  long  day  would  be  ended 
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can  business  houses  had  been  left  in  London.  There  was 
a  demand  for  a  merchant  banking  house  in  London  oper¬ 
ated  by  Americans  to  serve  Americans  and  it  was  to  fill 
this  need  that  Peabody  organized  George  Peabody  and 
Company  at  the  end  of  1851. 

Peabody  had  more  than  a  dozen  years  of  active  busi¬ 
ness  life  ahead  of  him,  but  he  now  had  others  to  take  an 
increasing  number  of  details  off  his  shoulders.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1852,  C.  C.  Gooch,  a  valued  clerk,  became  a  junior 
partner.  Finally,  in  1854  Peabody  was  happy  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  he  had  found  the  “American  of  standing  & 
business  talent”  for  whom  he  had  been  searching.  Junius 
Spencer  Morgan  of  Boston  joined  the  house  of  George 
Peabody  and  Company.  It  continued  the  “American 
Banking  and  Commission  Business;  paying  particular 
attention  to  American  Securities,  Foreign  Exchange,  and 
the  Granting  of  Credits  —  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Rail¬ 
road  Iron  —  and  ]\Ierchandize  generally.”®  The  head  of 
this  established  house  now  had  more  leisure  to  give  to 
his  general  interests. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  England  Peabody  had 
devoted  most  of  his  attention  to  his  prosperous  and  grow¬ 
ing  business.  He  worked  about  ten  hours  a  day  in  the 
busy  1840’s;  he  often  worked  evenings  and  even  Sundays 
off  were  more  occasional  than  he  wished.  Good  health 
had  obviated  the  necessity  of  his  taking  any  absences 
from  his  office  on  that  account.  In  fact,  in  1851  he  re¬ 
ported  to  a  friend  that  he  had  not  been  absent  from  the 
office  two  consecutive  business  days  in  twelve  years  and 
he  had  not  been  over  a  hundred  miles  from  London  in 
six.  As  Peabody  advised  an  acquaintance:  “According 
to  my  experience  &  opinion,  no  man  can  be  very  successful 
in  business  unless  his  mind  is  wholly  devoted  to  it  not 
only  at  his  Counting  House  but  at  his  fire  side  and  on 
his  pillow.”^ 

In  spite  of  this  busy  existence  Peabody’s  life  during 

6  Peabody  Papers,  Circular  of  George  Peabody  and  Com¬ 
pany,  October  2,  1854. 

7  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Thomas  Moreau,  May 
25,  1849. 
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this  period  was  not  devoid  of  agreeable  social  contacts. 
The  full  business  days  themselves  offered  many  such  occa¬ 
sions.  Conversations  at  the  N’orth  and  South  American 
Coffee  House  were  part  of  the  busy  day.  In  1844  George 
Peabody  moved  his  office  from  31  Moorgate  Street  to  No. 
6  Warnford  Court,  Throgmorton  Street.  Situated  near 
the  Stock  Exchange  in  the  heart  of  the  financial  city  of 
London,  Peabody  was  easily  accessible  to  other  business 
men.  In  earlier  days  he  had  traveled  miles  through  Eng¬ 
land’s  manufacturing  districts  to  purchase  dry  goods  and 
old  friends  from  these  roving  days  would  drop  in  for 
a  visit  when  in  London.  Peabody’s  daily  dealings 
brought  him  in  constant  touch  not  only  with  London 
brokers  but  also  with  American  business  men  who  visited 
the  financial  centre  of  the  world  to  secure  credit  for  com¬ 
mercial  undertakings  or  for  the  purpose  of  floating  bonds 
to  finance  larger  enterprises.  The  conversations  and  let¬ 
ters  over  business  deals  brought  Peabody  information  and 
interests  much  wider  than  the  cold  statistics  of  a  balance 
sheet  at  first  suggest. 

While  Peabody  had  little  time  for  pleasure  during 
these  years,  apart  from  that  which  he  undoubtedly  gained 
from  his  busy  life  in  the  city,  references  in  his  letters 
indicate  that  he  was  a  pleasing  companion,  and  that  he 
found  opportunities  to  relax  in  his  bachelor  quarters  af¬ 
ter  a  rushed  day.  While  not  averse  to  female  society,  the 
young  American  had  been  too  busy  getting  ahead  and 
helping  his  family  to  marry  early.  In  1839  happy  let¬ 
ters  testified  to  an  anticipated  marriage  to  a  young  Amer¬ 
ican  woman  who  was  visiting  England;  but  the  affair 
ended  in  a  broken  engagement.  George  Peabody,  now 
settled  in  London,  decided  to  share  a  bachelor  domicile 
at  11  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place,  with  the  tall 
Bostonian  commission  merchant,  Ezra  Coates.  The  crisis 
of  1847  was  to  bring  to  an  end  the  business  relations 
between  these  two  Americans  and  to  cause  misunderstand¬ 
ings  which  broke  up  a  personal  friendship  of  many  years, 
but  prior  to  that  date  the  two  New  Englanders  had  a 
pleasant  existence  together.  A  long  day  would  be  ended 
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with  rump  steak  and  ale,  and  perhaps  friends  would  visit 
for  a  rubber  of  whist.  Letters  written  later  by  a  color¬ 
ful  Enpjlish  companion,  Richard  Bell,  referred  with  nos- 
talffia  to  evenings  shared  with  these  bachelors  in  London. 
Coates  would  be  stretched  lazily  on  a  couch  while  Richard 
Bell  and  the  patriotic  American,  George  Peabody,  sipped 
the  latter’s  “superb”  sherry  and  entered  into  lively,  al¬ 
though  friendly,  debate  on  the  Maine  boundary  or  some 
other  international  subject  of  interest  to  these  merchants. 
At  other  times  the  bachelors  entertained  more  extensively 
and  on  one  occasion  Peabody  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Amer¬ 
ica  about  the  party  at  which  he  and  Ezra  Coates  were  to 
entertain  “all  the  respectable  Americans  in  London  .  .  . 
about  40.”* 

In  the  1850’s  Peabody’s  personal  social  life  was  ex¬ 
panded.  Although  for  some  years  he  continued  to  work 
a  long  day,  he  occasionally  escaped  from  his  office  for  a 
trip  or  because  his  gout  and  rheumatism,  which  were  to 
be  the  ailments  of  his  old  age,  demanded  it.  He  was 
accustomed  in  the  morning  to  leave  his  club  chambers  at 
15  Regent  Street  and  to  ride  to  the  City  in  an  omnibus. 
Although  he  worked  evenings  in  busy  periods,  there  is 
much  more  reference  to  club  life.  In  1844  he  had  not 
been  taken  into  the  Reform  Club.  Now  an  American  in 
London  was  in  a  very  different  position.  Peabody  re¬ 
ported  with  pride  his  membership  in  the  Parthenon  Club 
where  he  enjoyed  his  whist.  He  was  the  first  American 
apart  from  diplomatists  to  become  a  member  of  the  Star 
Club  and  he  also  joined  other  clubs.  A  business  relation¬ 
ship  with  Duncan,  Sherman  and  Company  of  New  York 
contributed  to  pleasant  relaxation.  The  wealthy  senior 
partner  of  the  house  in  America,  Alexander  Duncan,  was 
a  Scotchman  and  visits  to  the  north  coupled  with  grouse 
shooting  were  much  enjoyed  by  Peabody. 

With  more  leisure  and  enhanced  position  Peabody  wel¬ 
comed  other  Americans  to  London.  He  was  on  very 
friendly  terms  with  Abbott  Lawrence  during  his  period 

8  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Peabody,  Riggs  and 
Company,  May  18,  1843. 
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as  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James’s.  James  Bu¬ 
chanan,  when  he  filled  the  same  office,  was  also  a  personal 
friend.  Well-known  American  visitors  to  England  called 
upon  him,  including  members  of  the  Peabody  family  of 
Salem,  Charles  Hale,  then  editor  of  the  Boston  Daily 
Advertiser,  Chief  Justice  Shaw  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Millard  Fillmore,  formerly  President  of  the  United 
States.  To  one  who  wished  to  make  George  Peabody  and 
Company  a  centre  of  American  news  and  business  a  ready 
personality  and  sociability  were  distinct  assets.  How¬ 
ever  spontaneous  were  his  gifts  of  American  apples,  hom¬ 
iny  or  some  other  delicacy  from  the  United  States,  his 
generosities  were  quite  reasonably  tied  up  with  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests.  Many  American  merchants  returning  to 
the  United  States  wrote  letters  of  thanks  for  kindness 
shown  and  newspaper  men  were  grateful  for  attention 
given.  Private  travelers,  who  with  improved  transporta¬ 
tion  visited  the  British  Isles  in  increasing  numbers, 
brought  letters  of  introduction  to  George  Peabody.  W.  W. 
Corcoran  once  commented  that  his  friend  must  find  so 
many  letters  troublesome  but  added  that  the  banker  had 
himself  to  blame  for  becoming  a  "'national  man.”®  Pea¬ 
body  gained  the  reputation  of  entertaining  every  Ameri¬ 
can  who  arrived  with  a  letter  of  credit  on  his  house.  How 
true  this  is  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  At  any  rate,  Pea¬ 
body  did  provide  social  life  for  many  and  in  July,  1855, 
he  remarked  that  he  had  entertained  eighty  Americans 
for  dinner  and  thirty-five  at  the  opera  within  a  week.  The 
same  attention  to  detail  which  had  helped  to  make  him  a 
prosperous  business  man  contributed  to  the  success  of 
these  social  occasions.  A  large  corsage  for  the  lady,  added 
to  tickets  to  the  opera,  would  bring  a  letter  from  an  Amer¬ 
ican  testifying  to  his  real  gratitude  for  these  personal 
attentions  an  ocean’s  width  from  home. 

Peabody  combined  the  satisfaction  of  his  delight  in 
large  entertainments  with  a  deeper  desire.  He  always 
had  been  interested  in  forwarding  amicable  relations  be- 

9  Peabody  Papers,  W.  W.  Corcoran  to  George  Peabody,  May 


10  GEOSOE  PEABODY - AN  AMEBICAN  IN  LONDON 

tween  Americans  and  Englishmen.  It  is  true  that  even 
from  a  narrower  personal  point  of  view  peaceful  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  were  impor¬ 
tant  to  him.  The  trouble  over  the  Maine  boundary  had 
caused  him  concern  and  the  dispute  over  Oregon  had  dis¬ 
turbed  his  commercial  and  financial  affairs  even  though 
he  himself  had  absolute  confidence  in  the  eventually  peace¬ 
ful  outcome.  When  faith  in  American  credit  was  so  low 
in  the  1840’s,  Peabody  not  only  found  social  life  made 
difficult  with  recurring  references  to  defaulted  bonds  but 
he  also  experienced  personal  problems  with  credit  in  the 
London  money  market.  In  addition  to  his  own  self-in 
terest  there  was  something  much' broader  involved.  The 
trade  between  the  two  countries  was  important  and  the 
United  States  depended  on  Great  Britain  for  capital. 
Lack  of  smoothness  in  political  relations  between  them 
hindered  the  flow  of  this  necessary  factor  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States.  Moreover,  quite  apart  from 
any  economic  aim,  personal  or  broader,  Peabody  was  in¬ 
terested  in  amicable  relations  between  these  two  countries. 
His  ancestors  had  come  from  England,  he  had  come  from 
New  England ;  years  of  life  and  friendship  in  both  coun¬ 
tries  made  him  eager  for  peaceful  and  cooperative  rela¬ 
tions  between  these  two  nations  and  he  endeavored  to  for¬ 
ward  this  friendship  in  several  ways. 

The  first  occasion  when  a  social  act  of  Peabody’s  was 
to  have  international  publicity  was  the  event  of  the  Crys¬ 
tal  Palace  Exhibition.  England  was  excited  over  this 
exposition  which  was  to  display,  among  other  things,  the 
mechanical  improvements  which  had  been  and  were 
changing  the  industrial  life  of  England  and  were  already 
influencing  the  economic  activities  of  many  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  mechanical  ingenuity  of  Americans  was  to  be 
displayed  with  that  of  the  residents  of  older  countries, 
but  the  American  commissioner  to  the  exhibit  found  him¬ 
self  embarrassed.  Congress  had  not  seen  fit  to  make  suf¬ 
ficient  appropriations  to  provide  the  funds  to  equip  the 
section  which  was  to  display  the  American  wares.  It  was 
natural  that  he  should  appeal  to  George  Peabody,  an 
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American  himself,  and  one  interested  in  cooperation  with 
the  British.  Several  early  accounts  of  Peabody’s  life  re¬ 
fer  to  his  p^ift  on  the  occasion  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Ex¬ 
hibition.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  £3,000  was  a  loan,  but 
so  much  time  and  influence  was  necessary  before  the  debt 
was  paid  that  Peabody  himself  might  have  thought  of 
considering  it  among  the  many  contributions  which  he 
made  at  this  period.  This  loan  made  it  possible  for 
American  industrial  art  to  be  exhibited  and  the  news¬ 
papers  wrote  enthusiastically  of  the  McCormick  reaper, 
the  Colt  revolver,  Hoe’s  printing  press,  Hobb’s  unpickable 
lock  and  Bond’s  spring  governor.  Hiram  Powers,  whose 
“Greek  Slave”  was  exhibited,  had  himself  been  aided  by 
Peabody  in  many  ways. 

Although  his  financial  aid  was  opportune  for  the  Amer¬ 
ican  exhibitors,  it  was  George  Peabody’s  first  July  4th 
entertainment  in  London  which  was  considered  important 
enough  to  have  mention  in  the  brief  financial  review  of 
the  whole  year  in  the  London  Times.  Peabody  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  many  business  and  personal  friends  recommending 
that  they  travel  to  England  to  see  this  world’s  fair.  “To 
see  the  buildings  alone  is  worth  a  voyage  across  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,”  he  wrote  to  his  old  friend,  Elisha  Riggs.  Steam¬ 
boats  had  for  over  a  decade  made  the  trip  across  the  At¬ 
lantic  pleasant  and  short  enough  to  attract  more  travelers. 
The  Cunard  steamers  were  carrying  many  passengers. 
The  American  Collins  line  was  seeking  to  gain  a  greater 
share  of  the  business  and  in  1851  was  able  to  break  the 
record  when  the  Pacific  crossed  in  nine  days  and  twenty 
hours.  George  Peabody  decided  to  give  a  grand  social 
event  to  entertain  several  of  the  prominent  Americans 
who  had  come  to  England  that  summer.  To  make  the 
affair  an  American  event  he  scheduled  it  for  July  4th; 
to  give  it  international  significance  he  invited  both  visitors 
from  the  United  States  and  prominent  Englishmen. 
Friends  feared  that  because  of  its  significance  the  date 
chosen  was  not  one  to  stimulate  the  happiest  of  memories 

10  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Elisha  Biggs,  April 
17,  1851. 
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or  the  most  pleasant  relations.  George  Peabody  had  given 
this  matter  his  usual  attention  to  detail.  He  invited  the 
aged  victor  of  Waterloo  and  loyal  Englishmen  did  not 
wish  to  refuse  an  invitation  which  the  patriot,  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  was  willing  to  accept.  That  the  event 
caught  the  public  fancy  is  indicated  by  the  large  and 
friendly  newspaper  reports  at  that  time.^^ 

Similar  international  entertainments  provided  by 
George  Peabody  continued  to  be  part  of  the  social  life  of 
London  in  the  decade  before  the  Civil  War.  On  only  one 
occasion  did  an  unpleasantness  occur.  The  details  of  this 
old  social  blunder  are  unimportant  now,  but  when  in  1854 
the  Secretary  of  the  American  Legation,  D.  S.  Sickles, 
refused  to  stand  for  the  toast  to  the  Queen,  newspapers 
of  two  nations  were  full  of  comment  and  so  exaggerated 
were  some  of  the  accounts  that  Peabody  was  compelled  to 
write  open  letters  to  the  press.  On  the  whole  the  news¬ 
papers  had  nothing  but  good  to  say  of  these  attempts  at 
forwarding  pleasant  relations  by  social  contacts  between 
American  visitors  and  the  English.  The  elaborate  menus 
and  programs  indicate  that  these  affairs  must  have  been 
social  successes  also. 

Although  Peabody  was  given  much  publicity  because 
of  his  entertainments,  it  was  neither  because  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  success  nor  his  social  activity  that  he  became  so  inter¬ 
nationally  famous  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  It  was  as  a  philanthropist  that  he  was  to  be  best 
known.  Although  careful  and  shrewd  in  his  business  deal¬ 
ings,  Peabody  always  had  been  generous  toward  his  sis¬ 
ters,  brothers  and  their  children.  His  support  had  ex¬ 
tended  beyond  these  limits  and  lists  of  contributors  to 
hospitals  and  other  organizations  testify  to  the  fact  that 
he  gave  his  share  to  the  support  of  many  worthy  causes. 
In  1849  he  had  remarked  to  a  friend  that  he  was  “almost 
tired  of  making  money  without  having  time  to  spend  and 
enjoy  it.”^^  With  increased  wealth  and  advancing  age 

11  See  especially,  The  Newcastle  Journal,  July  26,  1851;  The 
London  Times,  January  1,  1852. 

12  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  William  S.  Wetmore, 
August  24,  1849. 
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he  had  more  to  give  and  he  devoted  more  thought  to  the 
disposal  of  his  growing  fortune.  Since  Peabody  had  no 
immediate  heirs,  he  provided  a  large  trust  for  his  collat¬ 
eral  relatives  and  gave  much  of  his  fortune  to  charity. 

There  were  several  facts  about  Peabody’s  philanthropy 
that  caused  it  to  be  highly  publicized.  He  made  several 
large  gifts  to  found  institutions  which  were  to  perpetuate 
his  name.  These  alone  totalled  about  $6,000,000.  More 
unusual  at  that  period  was  the  fact  that  years  before  his 
death  Peabody  established  trusts  which  were  to  be  used 
during  his  lifetime  and  not  merely  as  philanthropic  be¬ 
quests.  This  was  unusual  enough  in  that  age  to  call  forth 
comment.  Sir  James  Emerson  Tennett  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  Great  Britain,  writing  to  Peabody  concerning 
the  establishment  of  one  large  trust  in  London,  remarked 
on  “the  unprecedented  novelty  of  such  a  gift  as  yours 
during  your  life  time.  Such  a  case  appears  never  to  have 
arisen  before.”^^ 

As  an  American  Peabody  made  many  of  his  large  gifts 
to  found  institutions  in  the  United  States.  Most  of  these 
were  to  forward  one  of  his  great  interests,  education. 
Peabody  had  had  but  little  formal  training  himself  and 
his  own  pleasantly  clear  style  of  writing  had  been  achieved 
through  his  own  effort.  He  aided  many  of  his  nephews 
through  college  and  it  was  to  one  of  these  he  wrote : 

Deprived,  as  I  was,  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  any¬ 
thing  more  than  the  most  common  education  I  am  well 
qualified  to  estimate  its  value  by  the  disadvantages  I  labour 
under.  ...  I  can  only  do  to  those  that  come  under  my 
care,  as  I  could  have  wished  circumstances  had  permitted 
others  to  have  done  by  me.^^ 

Among  the  large  gifts  which  he  made  were  several  to 
aid  education  in  New  England.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
centennial  of  Danvers,  Peabody,  who  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend,  sent  a  letter  to  be  opened  at  the  dinner.  It  con- 

13  Peabody  Papers,  Sir  James  Emerson  Tennett  to  George 
Peabody,  July  23,  1862. 

14  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  George  Peabody,  May 
18,  1831. 
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tained  $20,000  and  the  comment  that  it  was  for  “Educa¬ 
tion  —  A  debt  due  from  present  to  future  generations.”^® 
Later  further  sums  of  money  were  added  and  these  trusts 
made  possible  lecture  series  in  Essex  County,  the  libraries 
at  Peabody  and  South  Danvers  and  the  Peabody  Academy 
of  Science  at  Salem.  The  gift  of  books  and  other  aids 
also  were  received  by  his  native  county.  Both  Harvard 
and  Yale  Universities  received  sums  to  forward  science, 
a  branch  of  knowledge  in  which  Peabody  was  very  inter¬ 
ested,  in  part  because  of  the  enthusiasm  of  his  young 
nephew,  Othniel  Charles  Marsh. 

For  many  years  Peabody  had  lived  in  Maryland  and 
to  repay  Baltimore  for  its  friendliness  and  his  real  busi¬ 
ness  beginnings  he  contributed  the  trust  for  the  Peabody 
Institute,  Baltimore.  By  1857  the  plans  for  the  building 
had  been  drawn  np.  The  first  trust  of  $300,000,  later  to 
be  enlarged  to  $1,000,000,  was  given  for  the  broad  pur¬ 
pose  of  forwarding  “the  improvement  of  the  moral  and 
intellectual  culture  of  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  and, 
collaterally  to  those  of  the  State;  and  also,  towards  the 
enlargement  and  diffusion  of  a  taste  for  the  Fine  Arts.” 
In  his  letter  to  the  trustees  Peabody  expressed  feelings 
which  he  often  reiterated: 

My  earnest  wish  to  promote,  at  all  times,  a  spirit  of  har¬ 
mony  and  good  will  in  society;  my  aversion  to  intolerance, 
bigotry  and  party  rancor,  and  my  enduring  respect  and  love 
for  the  happy  institutions  of  our  prosperous  republic,  impel 
me  to  express  the  wish  that  the  Institute  I  have  proposed  to 
you,  shall  always  be  strictly  guarded  against  the  possibility 
of  being  made  a  theatre  for  the  dissemination  or  discussion 
of  sectarian  theology  or  party  politics;  that  it  shall  never 
minister,  in  any  matter  whatever,  to  political  dissension,  to 
infidelity,  to  visionary  theories  of  a  pretended  philosophy 
which  may  be  aimed  at  the  subversion  of  the  approved  morals 
of  societv;  that  it  shall  never  lend  its  aid  or  influence  to  the 
propagation  of  opinions  tending  to  create  or  encourage  sec¬ 
tional  jealousies  in  our  happy  country,  or  which  may  lead 
to  the  alienation  of  the  people  of  one  State  or  section  of  the 

Centennial  Celebration  at  Danvers,  Mass.  (Boston,  1852), 
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Union  from  those  of  another.  But  that  it  shall  be  so  con¬ 
ducted,  throughout  its  whole  career,  as  to  teach  political  and 
religious  charity,  toleration  and  beneficence,  and  prove  itself 
to  be,  in  all  contingencies  and  conditions,  the  true  friend  of 
our  inestimable  Union,  of  the  salutary  institutions  of  free 
government,  and  of  liberty  regulated  by  law.^® 

The  very  sectional  difficulties  to  which  Peabody  re¬ 
ferred  were  soon  to  break  out  into  the  Civil  War  and  it 
was  to  do  his  share  in  helping  to  heal  the  wounds  which 
this  conflict  left  that  Peabody  made  one  of  his  largest 
gifts.  As  he  had  expressed  his  feelings  earlier: 

An  absence  of  18  years  from  my  native  land  has  eradi¬ 
cated  that  party  and  sectional  feeling  which  had  some  influ¬ 
ence  with  me  in  early  life,  but  has  strengthened  my  interest 
in  whatever  affects  the  welfare  or  honor  of  the  whole  coun¬ 
try.*’ 

In  1867  he  established  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  and 
later  increased  the  total  to  $2,000,000,  not  including  the 
gift  of  repudiated  bonds  of  Mississippi  and  Florida  on 
which  even  Southerners  were  unable  to  collect.**  This 
gift  was  made  so  soon  after  the  Civil  War  that  it  caused 
William  Lloyd  Garrison  to  criticize  Peabody  bitterly.*® 
The  fact  that  it  was  one  of  the  first  moves  of  a  Northerner 
to  help  the  South  was  in  itself  significant.  It  not  only 
aided  an  important  field  for  rehabilitation,  education, 
but  it  also  was  an  illustration  of  friendship.  Moreover, 
the  trustees  chosen  by  Peabody  to  administer  the  fund 
were  drawm  from  both  North  and  South  and  even  General 
U.  S.  Grant  found  himself  working  on  a  mutual  problem 
with  men  from  the  Carolinas  and  Maryland. 

Although  Peabody  had  contributed  generously  to  vari¬ 
ous  charities  in  England,  it  was  not  until  1862  that  he 

16  Letter  from  George  Peabody,  Esq.,  to  the  Trustees  for  the 
Establishment  of  an  Institute  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  (Balti¬ 
more,  1857). 

17  Peabody  Papers,  George  Peabody  to  Editor  of  the  Boston 
Post,  August  16,  1854. 

18  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  A  Brief  Sketch  of  George  Peabody,  and 
a  Bistory  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  through  Thirty  Years 
(Cambridge,  1898). 

19  See  article  by  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  The  Independent, 
August  19,  1869. 
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arrang;ed  for  his  large  philanthropy  in  the  country  which 
for  so  many  years  had  been  his  home.  In  this  case  his 
gift  took  a  different  turn  to  that  of  his  contributions  to 
various  educational  institutions  in  the  United  States. 
Just  how  Peabody  became  interested  in  improving  the 
housing  of  the  poor  of  London  is  not  clear.  Employing 
only  a  few  clerks  himself,  he  did  not  come  into  close  con¬ 
tact  with  laboring  men  and  their  problems  in  his  working 
days.  There  was,  however,  much  in  the  literature  of  the 
time  and  in  the  agitation  of  reformers  to  awaken  interest 
in  the  lot  of  the  poor.  Peabody  knew  London  well  and 
must  have  remarked  the  same  wretched  housing  conditions 
about  which  Charles  Dickens  wrote.  The  cholera  epi¬ 
demic  of  1848-1849  had  aroused  public  attention  to  the 
menace  to  health  engendered  by  slum  conditions.  The 
Builder,  edited  by  George  Godwin,  had  many  articles  on 
the  problem  and  commented  on  the  interest  of  the  Prince 
Consort  in  improved  housing.  The  Seventh  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  was  active  in  Parliament,  and  steps  in  re¬ 
form,  such  as  the  Common  Lodging-House  Acts  of  1851, 
were  in  the  news.  The  Metropolitan  Association  for  Im¬ 
proving  the  Dwellings  of  the  Industrious  Classes  had  en¬ 
listed  the  support  of  merchants  and  bankers  and  Pea¬ 
body’s  collection  of  pamphlets  indicates  that  he  was  fol¬ 
lowing  its  activities.  Whatever  it  was  that  stimulated 
Peabody’s  interest,  it  occasioned  his  largest  single  gift. 
In  1862  the  original  trust  of  £150,000  was  established 
and  it  was  later  enlarged  to  £500,000.^®  Even  before  his 
death  many  were  living  in  Peabody  Dwellings  and  the 
growth  of  the  fund  has  provided  homes  for  an  increasing 
number  of  the  poor.  In  the  summer  of  1939  about 
25,000  Londoners,  housed  by  the  Peabody  Donation 
Fund,  had  reason  to  remember  the  generosity  of  this  nine¬ 
teenth  century  American. 

These  gifts  added  to  Peabody’s  reputation.  During  his 
lifetime,  as  well  as  after  his  death,  the  newspapers  devoted 
a  good  deal  of  space  to  him.  Even  as  early  as  his  visit  to 

20  The  Governors  of  the  Peabody  Donation  Fund,  Charter 
of  Incorporation,  December  14,  1900. 


MINIATURE  OF  QUEEN  VICTORIA,  PRESENTED  BY  HER  TO  GEORGE  PEABODY 
Now  in  the  Peabody  Institute,  Peabody 

Courtesy  of  the  Peabody  Historical  Society 
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the  United  States  in  1856  he  had  become  a  famous  Ameri¬ 
can.  After  an  absence  of  about  twenty  years  he  made 
what  was  almost  a  triumphant  tour  of  the  country.  In 
his  native  town  of  Danvers  an  enthusiastic  celebration  was 
arranged  to  welcome  him  back.  The  New  York  Times 
had  its  usual  friendly  comments  to  make.  Even  James 
Gordon  Bennett,  editor  of  the  New  York  Herald,  who  on 
occasion  made  remarks  hurtful  to  Peabody,  stated  that 
the  reception  in  Danvers  was  important  enough  in  news 
value  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  between  $200  and  $300 
for  remitting  3,800  words  by  telegraph.  The  headings 
and  five  and  one-half  columns  of  an  issue  of  this  paper 
devoted  to  Peabody  were  such  as  few  successful  bankers 
have  been  accorded  in  moments  of  popular  acclaim.*^ 

It  was  natural  that  growing  popularity,  coupled  with 
gratitude  for  his  gifts,  should  bring  Peabody  many  honors. 
Peabody  refused  a  baronetcy,  an  act  in  keeping  with  his 
policy  of  remaining  an  American,  but  he  asked  Queen 
Victoria  for  a  portrait.  The  miniature  which  she  pre¬ 
sented  to  him  is  now  housed  in  the  Peabody  Institute, 
Peabody.  Before  his  death  to  do  him  honor  a  statue  of 
Peabody,  made  by  the  American  sculptor,  William  Wet- 
more  Story,  was  erected  by  the  side  of  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  London.  There  were  many  other  marks  of  recog¬ 
nition,  including  membership  in  societies,  a  medal  from 
Congress  and  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  C.  L.  from  Ox¬ 
ford  University.  His  effort  to  forward  peaceful  inteiv 
national  relations  and  his  philanthropy  were  to  cause  Pea¬ 
body  to  be  praised  by  men  as  different  as  Edward  Everett, 
W.  E.  Gladstone,  Victor  Hugo  and  Louis  Blanc.  A 
statue  in  Baltimore  similar  to  that  in  London  serves  as  a 
reminder  of  the  philanthropist  in  the  city  where  he  was 
an  importer.  The  voting  which  decided  the  placing  of 
his  bust  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  New  York,  many  years  af¬ 
ter  his  death,  ranked  him  fifteenth  among  Americans  to 
have  that  honor. 

After  retirement  from  active  business  in  1864  Peabody 

21  The  New  York  Timet,  October  25,  1856 ;  The  New  York 
Herald,  October  10,  11,  1856. 
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was  to  have  five  years  in  which  to  dispose  of  his  fortune 
and  to  enjoy  the  retirement  which  he  had  once  planned 
to  take  a  quarter  of  a  century  earlier.  His  health  was 
failing'.  While  he  found  pleasure  in  visits  to  his  native 
land,  he  suffered  much  from  p;out  and  rheumatism  and 
he  often  went  to  the  European  continent  in  search  of 
relief  at  baths.  Then  in  the  summer  of  1869  he  visited 
the  United  States  for  the  last  time.  In  the  autumn  he 
returned  to  England,  a  sick  man,  to  stay  with  an  old  Ver¬ 
mont  friend,  now  Sir  Curtis  Lampson,  at  80  Eaton 
Square.  The  London  Times  reported  closely  the  health 
of  the  great  American  philanthropist  and  Queen  Victoria 
herself  sent  word  expressing  her  sympathy.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1869,  Peabody  died  in  London. 

The  simple  epitaph  on  a  stone  in  Westminster  Abbey 
gives  the  bare  facts  about  a  dramatic  international  funeral. 
Placed  just  a  few  feet  from  the  spot  where  later  the  Un¬ 
known  Soldier  was  buried,  it  reads: 

Here 

were  deposited 
from  Nov.  12  to  Dec.  11 
1869 

The  remains  of 
George  Peabody 

Then  removed  to  his  native  country 
and  buried  at  Danvers  now  Peabody 
in  Massachusetts 

I  have  prayed  my  Heavenly  Father  Day  by  Day 
That  I  might  be  enabled  before  I  died  to  shew  my  gratitude 
For  the  blessings  which  he  had  bestowed  upon  me 
By  doing  some  great  good  to  my  fellowmen. 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men 
That  they  may  see  your  good  works 
And  glorify  your  Father 
Which  is  in  Heaven. 

The  funeral  procession  and  ceremony  in  Westminster 
Abbey  had  all  the  color  and  pomp  of  the  Victorian  era. 
General  Gray  represented  the  Queen.  W.  E.  Gladstone 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  as  well  as  the  American 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James’s  and  former  business 
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associates  of  Peabody,  were  there  to  do  him  honor.  Pea¬ 
body  had  expressed  his  wish  to  be  buried  in  Harmony 
Grove  Cemetery,  Salem,  and  a  few  days  after  his  death 
the  Cabinet  signified  the  desire  of  the  British  government 
to  carry  Peabody’s  remains  home  in  a  ship  of  the  Eoyal 
Navy,  The  President  of  the  United  States  ordered  an 
“American  vessel  of  War,”  the  corvette  Plymouth,  to  act 
as  convoy  to  Her  Majesty’s  turret-ship.  When  the  Mon¬ 
arch  in  naval  mourning  of  French  gray  left  Portsmouth, 
it  carried  the  body  of  an  American,  who  although  a  pri¬ 
vate  citizen,  was  to  be  buried  while  one  of  Queen  Vicr 
toria’s  sons.  Prince  Arthur,  stood  beside  the  grave  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  on  a  stormy  winter’s  day  of  1870. 

After  over  forty  years  abroad  George  Peabody  was 
buried  in  his  native  county.  During  the  years  in  London 
he  had  made  a  fortune  and  established  an  international 
banking  house  which  was  to  be  developed  further  by  Ju¬ 
nius  Spencer  Morgan  and  his  family.  At  the  same  time, 
Peabody  had  become  well  known  for  his  kindness  to 
Americans  visiting  England  and  for  his  efforts  to  improve 
the  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
His  reputation  was  enhanced  by  his  philanthropy  during 
his  declining  years.  A  native  son  abroad  who  showed  by 
his  gifts  that  he  remembered  New  England,  a  Northerner 
who  gave  generously  to  forward  Southern  education  soon 
after  the  Civil  War,  an  American  who  gave  lavishly  to 
provide  low  cost  housing  for  the  poor  of  London,  he  at¬ 
tained  fame  in  his  own  age.  George  Peabody  always 
remained  an  American,  but  his  social  outlook  was  as  broad 
and  international  as  his  business. 
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TWO  VOYAGES  OF  THE  SHIP  DERBY. 


By  Henky  Wyckoff  Belknap. 


First  Voyage. 

The  Pickmans  established  one  of  the  greatest  oommer- 
cial  houses  of  Salem,  and  the  Derby,  built  by  Enos  Briggs, 
west  of  the  Naumkeag  Mills,  between  Peabody  and  Har¬ 
bor  streets,  was  one  of  their  early  nineteenth  century  ves¬ 
sels. 

In  May,  1803,  Enos  Briggs  began  work  on  a  300-ton 
ship  for  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jr.,  Timothy  Williams, 
Boston,  and  Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman,  a  nephew  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Pickman,  Jr.  By  October  first  she  was  ready  for 
registry  and  Thomas  West  had  been  appointed  her  master, 
with  Dudley  L.  Pickman  as  super-cargo. 

From  the  Pickman  Papers  in  the  Essex  Institute  and 
the  logs  of  her  two  voyages  much  information  can  be 
extracted. 

Her  dimensions  were,  length  93^  feet,  beam  27  3/12, 
draught  13  1/12  feet.  Briggs  was  a  Wilder  of  much 
reputation.  He  was  bom  in  Pembroke,  Massachusetts, 
came  to  Salem  to  build  the  Grand  Turk  for  Elias  Hasket 
Derby,  and  continued  here  in  business.  The  contract  price 
for  the  hull  was  $16  per  ton  and  by  the  6th  of  June  she 
had  progressed  far  enough  for  her  builder  to  receive  a 
payment  of  $1000,  followed  by  $500  June  25th  and  $500 
more  July  2nd. 

Sam  Jefferds  received  $1161.42  for  “composition 
work,”  that  is,  “Spikes,  Bolts,  Deck  Nails  and  Sheathing 
Nails.”  Between  June  21st  and  October  24th,  Page  and 
Ropes  furnished  hardware  to  the  value  of  $507.46, 
Stephen  Webb  cordage  amounting  to  $564.81.  Beside 
this  last  item,  Timothy  Williams  charged  the  ship  for 
cash  paid  sundry  people  to  the  amount  of  $4083.30,  the 
largest  items  being  J.  P.  Davis  $2400  for  cordage,  and 
Daniel  Tucker  $769.50  for  copper  bolts.  Joshua  Goodale 
received  $421.78  for  four  anchors,  weighing  4282  pounds. 
Her  set  of  charts  from  Henry  Chapman  of  Boston  at  33 
State  Street  cost  $100.  William  Pickman  bought  5641 
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pounds  of  copper  for  the  ship  at  45c  a  pound  or  $2538.45. 
Dudley  L.  Pickman’s  account,  October  18th,  of  advances 
made  to  about  forty  people  was  for  $2710.38.  Seth 
Brooks  furnished  various  fittings  for  $189,  Joseph  Howard 
sails  for  $312.24,  Joseph  Barker  $325  for  Ravens  Duck, 
Thomas  Farlis  $214.08  for  “riging  the  Ship,”  Isaac 
Needham  $381  for  bread.  Joseph  Gardner  put  aboard 
704  pounds  of  live  pigs,  3  dozen  “old  fowles,”  4  dozen 
ducks  and  1  dozen  “young  fowles”  for  $90.82.  Pumps 
and  blocks  supplied  by  Joseph  Felt  cost  $199.97  and  joiner 
work  by  Joshua  Oakes,  $355.  Hawkes  &  Babbidge’s  bill 
for  masts  and  spars  was  $621.99,  Edward  S.  Allen  for 
Ravens  Duck,  $202.56,  Joseph  Waters  for  “hog  pork”  and 
“Mess  dito”  $172.  William  Stickney  for  cordage  $461.25, 
Archer  &  Andrew  for  provisions,  flour,  molasses,  &c. 
$132.50,  William  Marston  for  more  pork  $105.86,  Pick¬ 
ering  Dodge  for  brandy,  “sheger”  (viz.  sugar)  and  coffee 
$100.83.  Lastly  the  bill  of  Enos  Briggs  for  the  ship  her¬ 
self,  dated  October  10,  1803,  and  paid  for  in  full  five 
days  later,  $6541.70,  of  which  eight  partial  payments, 
amounting  to  $5000,  had  been  advanced  as  the  work  pro¬ 
ceeded.  The  284-ton  hull  at  $16  per  ton  came  to  $4544. 
Samuel  Mclntire  did  $50  worth  of  carving,  probably  the 
figure-head,  and  sent  his  bill  October  3d. 

Recapitulation  brings  a  total  of  $25,672.90,  but  only 
the  major  items  have  been  included  and  there  are  sundry 
minor  costs  which  would  probably  add  several  thousand 
dollars,  so  she  cost  roughly  $30,000  fully  equipped  and 
provisioned. 

On  October  15th  a  bill  of  lading  was  signed  for  35 
kegs  containing  $70,000  in  specie  for  account  of  the  ship¬ 
pers,  from  Salem  to  the  East  Indies,  the  property  of  the 
owners  of  the  ship,  “B.  Pickman  jr,  Timothy  Williams, 
Dudley  L.  Pickman.”  Their  shares  were,  respectively, 
4/8ths,  3/8ths,  and  l/8th. 

On  October  l7th  a  letter  was  presented  by  the  owners 
to  Captain  Thomas  West,  part  owner  and  super-cargo: 
Sir: — 

The  ship  Derby  being  under  your  command  and  ready  for 
sea  you  will  proceed  direct  for  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  without 
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stopping  at  any  place,  except  for  absolute  necessity.  On 
your  arrival  there  you  will  receive  further  instructions  from 
Mr  Dudley  L.  Pickman  whose  directions  thoughout  the  voy¬ 
age  you  are  to  consider  as  of  the  same  effect  as  if  given  by 
ourselves  and  to  be  governed  by  them  accordingly. 

You  are  to  receive  fifty  dollars  p*’  month  Wages,  and  four 
tons  Privilege  which  is  considered  as  full  compensation  for 
your  services  on  board  &  on  shore. 

The  Cabin  is  considered  as  exclusively  belonging  to  the 
owners  who  may  fill  so  much  of  it  with  merchandise  or  stocks 
as  they  or  their  Supercargo  may  think  best. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  Mr  Pickman  you  will  take  charge 
of  the  business  and  conduct  it  agreably  to  our  orders  to  him. 

B.  Pickman  jr 
Tim®  Williams 
Dudley  L.  Pickman 

Thomas  West  acknowledged  the  above  to  be  a  copy  of 
his  instructions  and  also  appended  is  a  note  to: 

Mr  Thomas  Downing: — 

You  being  first  mate  of  our  ship  Derby,  Thomas  West  mas¬ 
ter,  in  case  of  accident  happening  to  him,  you  will  take 
charge  of  the  ship  &  obey  such  instructions  as  you  shall 
receive  from  Mr  D.  L.  Pickman. 

The  same  date  is  a  letter  to: 

Mr  Dudley  L.  Pickman: — 

Sir: — 

The  ship  Derby,  Captain  Thomas  West  of  which  you  are 
part  owner  &  sole  super-cargo,  now  ready  for  sea:  we  have 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Bourbon,  where  he 
will  receive  further  instructions  from  you.  A  copy  of  his 
orders  we  enclose. 

We  hand  you  Invoices  and  bill  of  Lading  of  our  Cargo 
which  is  seventy  thousand  specie  Dollars  with  which  you 
will  procure  a  Cargo  of  Coffee  at  Bourbon  at  a  price  not 
exceeding  fourteen  and  a  half  Dollars  per  Bale.  But  if  you 
can  only  huy  part  of  a  Cargo  then  you  will  not  give  more 
than  twelve  and  a  half  Dollars  unless  you  have  good  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  Lading  of  the  ship  can  be  completed  at 
Isle  of  France,  at  the  price  mentioned.  After  buying  a 
Cargo  you  may  invest  any  surplus  stock  in  any  other  articles 
(to  be  shipped  in  your  own  or  other  American  ship)  w'hich 
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you  think  may  yield  a  profit;  or  you  may  take  undoubted 
bills  therefore  on  America. 

Our  idea  on  the  whole  is  that  if  you  procure  a  full  cargo 
of  Coffee,  cotton  &c  at  either  place,  you  return  home  with 
whatever  surplus  stock  may  remain;  and  that  you  go  not  to 
the  Isle  of  France  unless  you  can  do  it  with  safety;  and 
that  you  return  home  with  even  twenty  thousand  dollars 
uninvested. 

But  if  this  or  the  whole  sum  be  not  invested,  you  will  then 
proceed  to  Calcutta  and  there  lay  out  our  funds  in  Benares 
or  Bagga  sugar  of  first  Quality  —  Salt  Petre  —  Ginger  —  or 
any  other  articles  which  in  your  opinion  would  afford  a  good 
profit,  and  in  the  following  piece  goods. 

Beerboom  &  Catna,  Qurnahs,  Baftas  of  all  Sorts,  except 
Patna;  Chandpore  &  Burpore  Copas;  Mousannas;  Mugga, 
Jannap,  Gudgopore  &  Jalabapore;  Sannaks;  Manickpore 
Gunaps;  Panannoes,  not  exceeding  100  rupees  per  Gorge; 
Chintees,  6  y’d  pieces  of  a  good  texture  &  figure ;  Black  Per¬ 
sians,  of  a  good  texture  &  figure  &  of  a  good  black. 

After  these  outlines  of  a  voyage  we  leave  the  rest  to  your 
prudent  management. 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  settle  all  your  accts  make  out 
the  Invoices  &  Bills  Lading,  have  them  signed  and  forward 
us  Copies. 

Be  careful  not  to  violate  any  laws  of  Trade  or  of  Nations 
nor  our  Treaties,  particularly  those  with  France  &  Great 
Britain. 

Make  no  Contracts  to  sell  &  deliver  our  Cargo  to  any  per¬ 
sons  whatever — we  are  willing  to  abide  by  the  events  of  the 
voyage  here  designated. 

If  you  return  from  the  Isles  of  France  or  Bourbon,  it  will 
be  to  this  port;  if  from  Calcutta,  to  Boston. 

As  a  full  compensation  for  your  services,  and  in  lieu  of 
all  emoluments  and  privileges  whatever,  we  agree  to  allow 
you  four  per  cent  of  the  Cargo  you  may  bring  from  the  Isles 
of  France  or  Bourbon  and  five  per  cent  if  you  proceed  be¬ 
yond  those  Islands  &  return. 

«  •  * 

We  have  shipped  2^  Pipes  madeira  wine  to  be  brought 
home — see  that  they  are  tight,  and  return  a  certificate  of 
their  being  landed  abroad. 

*  *  * 

I  acknowledge  the  above  to  be  copy  of  Orders  this  day 
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rec*  &  I  promise  to  execute  the  same  to  the  best  of  abilities. 

Dud  L.  Fickman 

Four  “orders”  or  agreements  were  signed  at  this  time 
to  pay  to  families  of  members  of  the  crew  from  four  to 
nine  dollars  a  month  while  the  ship  was  absent. 

The  Portledge  Bills  of  the  ship  on  her  first  voyage  are 
as  follows: 
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Thursday  morning,  October  20th,  1803,  at  eight  o’clock 
the  Derby  sailed,  “with  a  fine  wind.” 

Dudley  L(eavitt)  Pickman’s  Journal  in  the  Ship 


BENJAMIN  RICKMAN 
1763  ■  1843 

From  a  portrait  by  Chester  Hardirtg,  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute 
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Derby  from  Salem  to  the  Isles  of  Bourbon  &  France, 
thence  to  Calcutta  &  back  to  Salem  (extracts  only) : 

Set  sail  from  Salem  Oct.  20,  1803  (3),  Make  St.  An¬ 
thony,  Brava  &  Fogo  (7),  Make  Trinidada  &  Martin  vas 
Rocks  (11),  Make  Tristan  d’Acunha.  Come  to  anchor 
at  St.  Denis  in  the  Island  of  Bourbon  (21),  Beat  up  from 
Bourbon  to  the  Isle  of  France  (23),  Set  sail  for  Calcutta, 
came  to  anchor  in  Balasore  Road,  arrive  at  Calcutta  (33). 

Set  sail  from  Calcutta  for  Boston  (36),  Make  the  land 
about  Point  Natal  (45),  St.  Bras  Mountains  (47),  Ascen¬ 
sion  (51),  Get  soundings  on  the  coast  of  America,  arrive 
at  Boston  (57). 

Table  of  dates  and  mileage;  3.  Oct.  20,  1803,  7.  Nov. 
14,  11.  Dec.  8,  21.  Jan.  31,  1804,  23.  Feb.  14,  25.  Feb. 
18,  33.  Apl.  5,  36.  May  12,  45.  Jul.  13,  47.  Jul.  18,  51. 
Aug.  12,  59.  Sep.  21,  total  mileage  14,583. 

14  Nov.  1803  at  Cape  Verde  Islands. 

Arrived  Isle  of  Bourbon  (later  called  Reunion,  one  of 
the  Mascarene  group  in  the  Indian  Ocean)  31  Jan’y  1804. 

Arriving  at  St.  Denis  in  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  January 
31,  1804,  she  picked  up  76  Sacks  of  Cloves,  5007  lbs. 
and  58  Bales  of  Bourbon  cotton,  12,306  lbs.  at  a  cost  of 
$5326.78. 

Mr.  Pickman  wrote  on  that  date  that  the  102  days  spent 
on  voyage  thither  were  caused  by  almost  constant  east 
winds,  on  only  five  days  was  there  a  change. 

Arrived  Isle  of  France  14  Feb’y  1804  (later  Mauritius 
in  the  Indian  Ocean). 

Arrived  6  April  1804  Calcutta. 

Sailed  21  May  1804. 

On  8  Sep.  1804  at  noon  “a  sail  in  sight,  nearly  ahead. 
At  ^2  past  2  found  she  was  a  Privateer — at  3  she  gave 
us  a  Gun  &  hoisted  French  Colours.  At  4  her  Boat  came 
on  board — proved  to  be  ‘Le  Colibro’  (?)  from  Bordeaux 
on  a  Cruise — 22  Guns,  250  men — 3  mo.  out.  Before 
night  all  our  Officers  &  Crew  were  taken  off,  except  the 
2d  Mate,  Cook  &  Steward,  of  the  ship  left  in  possession 
of  the  Privateer’s  Officer  &  Crew  during  the  night.  After 
searching  for  concealed  Papers  or  English  Colours,  &  at¬ 
tempting  in  vain  to  bribe  the  Crew  to  “bear  false  witness” 
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against  the  Ship  or  Cargo,  we  were  permitted  at  8  A.  M. 
to  return  on  board  &  at  9  to  proceed  on  our  voyage. 

He  says  during  the  last  season  American  buyers  had 
drained  the  market  of  coffee  and  as  a  consequence  prices 
were  very  high  for  what  was  left.  Cloves,  however,  were 
plentiful  and  he  purchased  5000  cwt.  The  58  Bales  of 
Cotton  were  all  he  could  get  and  they  intended  to  proceed 
to  Isle  de  France  when  the  letter  would  be  continued. 

“The  ship  equals  my  expectations  in  every  respect.” 
The  Log  Book  shows  222  miles  in  24  hours  steered  hy  the 
wind — of  252  with  the  wind  abeam.  We  had  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trying  with  the  wind  abaft — ^but  we  considered 
that  our  best  sailing  is  with  the  wind  a  side  wind. 

They  lost  time  getting  away  because  of  wind  and 
weather  but  reach  Port  North  West,  Isle  de  France  Feb¬ 
ruary  14th  and  two  days  later  he  continued  his  letter. 
Again  prices,  as  he  shows  by  a  list,  were  very  high.  Bour¬ 
bon  coffee  at  14%  to  15  when  he  was  limited  to  an  ex¬ 
treme  of  12^  dollars  per  cwt.  He  tried  to  get  some  Java 
but  could  get  only  about  100,000  cwt.  at  121/^  and  this 
only  on  condition  of  taking  70,000  of  pepper  at  12  dol¬ 
lars  and  50,000  Java  sugar  at  6  dollars.  The  person  who 
made  this  offer  had  500,000  coffee,  but  after  two  days 
consideration  would  sell  no  more  of  it. 

Accordingly  there  only  remains  Calcutta  and  they 
hoped  to  sail  the  next  day.  They  did  sail  the  18th  of 
February  and  arrived  April  5th. 

The  bill  of  lading  dated  May  7,  1804,  shows  that 
she  took  aboard  303  bales  of  piece  goods  (invoiced  at 
$84,010.76)  ;  1600  bags  of  sugar  (invoiced  at  $28,060.72)  ; 
580  bags  of  ginger  (invoiced  at  $2551.02) ;  and  28  boxes 
of  gum  copal  (invoiced  at  $1620.40).  The  cloves  bought 
at  Bourbon  were  sold  here  for  £12,656 :  8 :  —  and  the 
piece  goods  for  $84,020.84. 

May  12,  1804,  some  freight  was  received  for  various 
Boston  people,  the  invoices  amounting  to  £8275:  5:1.  It 
was  shipped  at  25%  of  net  profits. 

The  ship  incurred  expenses  of  different  kinds,  includ¬ 
ing  hospital  charges  for  Philip  Crain,  one  of  the  crew. 
The  total  was  £3116:1:8. 
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They  set  sail  for  Boston  on  May  12th  and  arrived  there 
September  21st,  1804,  having  travelled  not  far  from 
15,000  miles  and  been  gone  11  months  1  day. 

During  October  and  the  first  week  of  November  they 
were  preparing  for  the  second  voyage  on  which  they 
sailed  November  6th,  1804.  The  master  was  still  Thomas 
West  and  the  supercargo  was  likewise  Dudley  L.  Pick- 
man.  This  time  the  ship  was  bound  for  Naples  and  Leg¬ 
horn. 

Memoranda  are  given  of  certain  payments  during  the 
first  voyage  as  follows : 

October  2  To  Am’t  paid  during  absence  of 

Ship  on  a/c  Seamens  wages  &c  263.12 

To  Am’t  of  bill  for  dockage  at  Derby  Wharf  15.50 
To  Am’t  paid  seaman’s  wages — ^viz. 

S.  Cook 

T.  Moriarty 
J.  Jackson 

I.  Phippen 

J.  Cromwell 
J.  Mugford 
J.  Hector 


29  Am’t  paid  Mr.  D.  L.  Pickman 


Supra  Cr. 

By  am’t  rec’d  of  Capt.  Peabody  for  120) 

lbs  copper  bolts  @  45  )  54. — 


153.— 

137.— 

109.85 

101.70 

119.70 
50.35 

139.86 


811.46 


721.— 


$1811.58 

i8lL58 


due  on  a/c  voy.  1st  1757.58 

Am’t  to  the  Cr  of  D.  L.  Pickman  book  6.30 

Do.  T.  Williams  19.10 

To  families  of 

J.  Mugford  10  mo.  @  $9.  per  mo.  90. — 

J.  Jackson  10  mo.  @  $5.  “  “  50. — 

P.  Crain  17. — 
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J.  Cromwell  10  mo.  @  $6.  “  “  60. — 
J.  Hector  37. — 


$254.— 

The  General  Averaj^e  account  for  expenses  on  account 
of  the  gale  is  dated  at  Naples  March  26th,  1805,  and  the 
amount  is  $1223.50. 


Second  Voyage. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman’s  Journal  from  Boston  to  Naples, 
Canton  and  back  in  the  ship  Derby. 

The  ship  Derby  sailed  from  Boston  on  Tuesday  Nov. 
6,  1804  for  Leghorn,  passed  south  of  the  Western  Islands 
&  Dec.  2nd  saw  Cape  Spartel,  nothing  of  consequence 
having  occurred  during  the  passage.  From  meeting  East 
Wind  here  we  did  not  get  through  the  Straits  of  Gibralter 
till  the  5th  while  in  the  Straits  we  spoke  an  English  Let¬ 
ter  of  Marque  Brig  which  informed  us  that  the  Yellow 
Fever  prevailed  at  Leghorn,  in  consequence  of  which  we 
determined  to  proceed  for  Naples  instead  of  that  place. 
Dec.  6  saw  Cape  de  Gatte — 10th  saw  the  Islands  of  Sar¬ 
dinia  &  Galitia  &  Cape  Blanc  on  the  Barbary  Coast. 
Dec.  12  saw  Isle  Ischia  at  the  entrance  of  Naples  Bay, 
when  within  2  miles  of  this  we  were  spoken  by  a  Nea¬ 
politan  Gov^  armed  Brig  and  ordered  to  Gaeta  to  perform 
Quarantine,  a  new  regulation  lately  adopted  in  consequence 
of  the  Yellow  Fever  prevailing  in  many  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ports.  We  accordingly  made  the  best  of  our  way 
for  this  place  &  arrived  Dec.  15th.  .  .  .  (Gaeta)  is  forti¬ 
fied  &  has  an  excellent  harbour.  There  is  a  Mole  in 
which  8  or  10  vessels  can  lie.  .  .  .  Distance  run  from 
Boston  to  Gaeta  4520  miles. 

We  lay  at  Gaeta  till  January  3,  1805  when  having  ob¬ 
tained  permission  to  proceed  to  Nizita  (Nisida)  to  finish 
Quarantine  of  28  days  we  sailed  &  the  next  day  arrived 
at  that  place.  Nizita  is  the  usual  Quarantine  Ground  of 
Naples  &  is  about  4  miles  from  the  City,  in  Summer  it 
is  probably  safe,  but  in  Winter  is  a  vile  place,  particular 
for  large  vessels.  From  some  difficulties  respecting  Quar- 


BY  HENBT  WYCKOPF  BELKNAP 


29 


antine  we  continued  at  Nizita,  unloading  part  of  our  Car¬ 
go  till  Jan^  20th  when  a  most  tremendous  Gale  of  Wind 
commenced  which  continued  with  little  intermission  for 
five  days,  during  which  time  most  of  the  vessels  were 
driven  from  their  moorings — the  Derby  was  run  foul  of 
by  6  or  7  vessels — ^lost  her  spars,  Rigging  &c.  and  suf¬ 
fered  considerable  damage  in  the  Hull.  She  was  on  shore 
for  6  or  8  hours,  &  for  2  or  3  days  was  in  hazard  of  total 
loss.  Of  14  vessels  which  were  here  when  the  gale  com¬ 
menced  2  foundered  at  their  Anchors,  3  were  driven 
ashore  and  lost,  6  were  considerably  damaged  &  only  3 
escaped  without  injury,  &  the  2nd  Feb’y  obtained  pra¬ 
tique  having  been  50  days  in  Quarantine. 

The  4th  the  ship  was  unloaded,  hove  down  and  thor¬ 
oughly  repaired.  The  outward  Cargo  was  all  sold  at 
Naples. 

March  26th  left  Naples  for  Leghorn,  where  we  arrived 
the  30th.  Continued  here  till  April  9th  when  we  sailed 
for  Canton. 


We  left  Leghorn  with  a  fine  East  Wind  which  continued 
for  2  days,  after  which  it  came  from  the  Westward  for 
7  days. 

Passed  between  Corsica  and  the  Islands  of  Majorca 
and  Minorca  and  April  13  saw  Majorca,  fresh  N.W. 
winds  again.  Apr.  23  abreast  Cape  de  Gatt.  Apr.  26th 
saw  the  Island  of  Alboran,  this  island  is  very  low  even 
&  without  trees,  with  reefs  running  out  from  the  E.  &  W. 
parts  to  %  of  a  mile.  It  can  be  seen  but  little  dis¬ 
tance  in  the  day  time  &  must  be  very  dangerous  in  the 
night.  April  29th  with  a  fine  East  Wind,  passed  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibralter  keeping  the  Barbary  Coast  aboard 
— ^were  spoken  by  a  Tender  to  a  Portuguese  Frigate  then 
in  sight,  cruising  for  Algerines.  Several  ships  of  War 
in  sight  on  Gibralter  side,  probably  English. 

Here  the  Daily  Journal  commences: 

May  17,  1805  Saw  Bonavista  s.e.  4  miles. 

Sep.  7,  anchored  at  Macao.  Leghorn  to  Macao 
18,777  miles. 
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at  6  P.M.  got  under  way  for  Canton. 
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anchored  at  Whampoa,  &  set  off  for  Can¬ 
ton  in  a  Passage  Boat, 
laying  at  Whampoa,  where  the  ship  expe¬ 
rienced  a  violent  Typhoon  after  which 
fine  weather  till 

when  another  Typhoon  came  on,  very  vi¬ 
olent,  but  not  of  long  duration  on 
weighed  anchor,  passed  Bocca  Tigris 
In  the  Straits  of  Caspar. 

Straits  of  Sunda. 

Jan.  22  1806  Have  passed  round  the  Cape  (Good  Hope) 
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Naples,  the  27  Dec®  1804 

Benj"  Pickman  J'  Esq' 

Sir: — 

We  profit  of  the  present  favourable  opp'*^  p.  the  United 
States  Frigate  the  John  Adams  bound  direct  for  America  to 
inform  you  of  the  safe  arrival  at  Gaeta  (almost  50  miles 
to  the  westward  of  this  port)  of  your  Ship  Derby,  Capt  West. 

She  has  been  ordered  there  to  perform  28  days  Quaran¬ 
tine  which  regulation  has  existed  ever  since  the  yellow  fever 
got  up  to  Leghorn.  ...  We  have  likewise  the  pleasure  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  Derby's  Cargo  is  arrived  to  a  pretty 
go^  Market  at  least  better  than  that  of  Leghorn. 

(The  rest  of  the  letter  concerns  prices  current,  &c. 

Vallin,  Kouth  &  Co. 


A  week  later,  29  December  1804,  Filishi  &  Co.  wrote 
Messrs.  Pickman  &  Williams  of  the  arrival  of  the  ship, 
stating  that  the  yellow  fever  was  declining  and  reports 
concerning  it  were  exaggerated,  also  reporting  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  conditions.  This  letter  was  sent  by  the  ship  Mercury 
via  New  York. 

The  letter  of  instructions  to  Captain  West  was  dated 
November  2d,  1804,  as  follows: 

The  ship  Derby  under  your  command  being  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  with  her  directly  for  Leghorn,  on  your 
arrival  there  you  will  be  directed  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  your  voyage  by  Mr  Dudley  L.  Pickman  part  owner  and 
supercargo  of  the  ship  whose  instructions  throughout  the 
voyage  are  to  be  considered  as  if  proceeding  from  ourselves. 

For  your  services  we  are  to  pay  you  fifty  dollars  per 


BY  HENBT  WTCKOFF  BELKNAP 


31 


month,  and  allow  you  four  tons  privilege,  which  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  fxill  compensation  for  your  services  on  board  and 
on  shore. 

In  case  of  accident  to  Mr  Pickman  you  will  take  charge 
of  the  property  &  be  governed  in  the  prosecution  of  your 
voyage  by  our  instructions  to  Mr  Pickman  and  such  papers 
of  his  as  you  shall  find.  Should  any  thing  occur  to  prevent 
his  leaving  Europe  in  the  ship  from  India  you  will  return 
home,  and  not  proceed  on  the  voyage. 

Benj*  Pickman  jun' 

Tim®  Williams 

Duly  acknowledged  by  Thomas  West. 

A  letter  to  Dudley  L.  Pickman  follows: 

(The  preamble  is  similar  to  that  given  on  the  first  voy¬ 
age.) 

On  your  arrival  at  Leghorn  endeavour  to  obtain  correct 
information  respecting  the  different  mercantile  houses  at 
that  place  if  you  have  reason  to  think  that  P.  &  A.  Fellichi 
&  Co.  are  as  deserving  of  confidence,  and  will  do  your  busi¬ 
ness  as  well  as  any  of  them,  you  will  give  them  the  preference. 

With  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  cargo  ...  if  you  find  the 
market  good  for  the  sale  of  the  whole,  or  any  considerable 
article  of  it,  avail  yourself  of  the  benefit  of  it  by  an  imme¬ 
diate  sale,  if  not  delay  the  sale.  ...  As  you  sell  your  goods, 
invest  the  proceeds  in  Spanish  Dollars  for  your  cargo  to  the 
East  Indies.  .  .  . 

...  If  you  go  to  Calcutta,  you  will  make  up  your  stock 
to  One  hundred  thousand  Dollars.  .  .  .  If  to  Canton  you 
will  add  to  our  funds,  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  Dollars 
.  ...  by  drawing  on  Samuel  Williams  Esq.  London  or  on 
ourselves. 

.  .  .  Our  present  opinion  is,  that  having  finished  your 
business  in  the  meditterranean  (sic)  you  should  proceed  to 
Canton  to  purchase  a  return  cargo — circumstances  may  seem 
to  induce  you  to  prefer  Calcutta;  particularly  the  season  at 
which  you  may  be  able  to  leave  the  miditt”  but  you  will 
prosecute  the  voyage  to  canton,  if  not  too  late  to  go  there 
by  the  regular  passage.  .  .  .  Should  you  proceed  to  Calcutta, 
you  will  invest  your  specie  in  such  articles  as  are  best  adapted 
to  this  market.  If  to  Canton,  in-such  articles  as  are  in  most 
general  use  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  this  Country.  Whether 
from  Calcutta  or  Canton  you  will  return  to  this  port. 
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In  the  transaction  of  our  business  in  Europe,  we  agree 
to  allow  you  there  Seventy  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
exclusive  of  the  Comiss"  paid  to  merchants  there,  and  for 
expences  necessarily  attending  the  business — Should  you  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Calcutta,  we  agree  to  pay  you  then  the  further  sum 
of  twenty  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  sale  of  your  dollars 
and  investment  of  the  proceeds.  ...  If  you  go  to  Calcutta 
or  Canton  from  the  miditteranean,  we  have  engaged  to  take 
freight  for  the  following  persons — viz. 

To  S.  Higginson  &  Co.  say  15,000  Dolls. 


N.  C.  Lee 

15,000 

i< 

J.  Peabody 

10,000 

ft 

Sam*  Cabot 

5,000 

ft 

S.  P.  Gardner 

5,000 

ft 

Wm  Pickman  &  Wm.  Sawyer  5000  ea. 

10,000 

ft 

Wallis  &  Tilden 

5,000 

ft 

David  Sears 

15,000 

ft 

80,000  " 

The  terms  are  to  be.  Eleven  per  cent  paid  in  Calcutta,  free 
of  commissions,  to  be  invested  in  piece  goods  only  at  either 
place. 

We  are  truly 

Your  friends  and  servants 
P.  Pickman  jun' 

Tim®  Williams 

If  you  should  not  be  able  to  sell  your  Sugar  or  Coffee  at  a 
saving  price  at  Leghorn  .  .  .  you  have  our  permission  .  .  . 
to  proceed  to  any  port  without  the  streights  .  .  .  you  shall 
think  it  will  be  for  our  interests. 

Acknowledgement  of  above  by 

Dudley  L.  Pickman 

Mr  Dudley  L.  Pickman  Boston  5  Nov'  1804 

Sir: — 

If  you  go  to  Canton,  and  arrive  safe,  we  hereby  authorize 
you  to  take  up  a  credit  for  our  joint  account,  to  the  amount 
of  and  not  exceeding,  thirty  thousand  dollars,  provided,  you 
can  negotiate  such  a  credit  on  favourable  terms,  invest  it  in 
suitable  goods,  and  there  be  room  in  the  ship. 

In  this  event,  you  will  carefully  advise  us,  that  we  may 
make  insurance.  R.  Pickman  Jun' 

T.  Williams 


DUDLEY  LEAVITT  PICKMAN 
1779  -  1846 

From  a  portrait  by  Chester  Harding,  in  possession  of  Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman 
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Settlement  of  Charges  on  2nd  voyage  outward  of  Ship 
Derby,  T.  West,  for  Europe — Sailed  6th  Nov"^  1804. 

To  Timothy  Williams  am’t  of  his  a/c  2805.64 

“  D.  L.  Pickman  do.  464.82 

“  B.  Pickman  Jun''  do.  1383.07 


4653.53 

(the  shares  were  %,  %) 

The  cargo  outwards  w'as 

1599  bags  of  Sugar  28060.72 

8  boxes  of  Gum  Copal  448.40 

10  bales  of  Beerpore  Cossah  3900. — 

100  bags  of  Ginger  420. — 

200  bales  of  nankins  17400. — 

250  bales  of  Cotfee  7667.27 

19  tierces  of  Coffee  3149.72 

39  Hhds  37  Bbls  of  Mg/ne  Clay^  Sugar  5985.03 
27  “  1  tierce  &  95  bags  of  Coffee  10854.90 

450  bales  of  Coffee  12555.04 

(Value  after  deducting  charges  83882.17 


The  above  list  differs  somewhat  from  the  Invoice  dated 
Nov.  2,  1804,  and  for  accuracy  is  given. 


1599  bags  of  Sugar  clear  of  duties 

39  hhds  &  37  bbls  of  Sugar  “ 

19  tierces  of  Coffee  “ 

27  hhds  of  Coffee  “ 

95  bags  of  Coffee  “ 

708  bales  of  Coffee  “ 

100  bags  of  Ginger  “ 

10  bales  of  Beerpore  Cossah 
200  bales  of  nankeens 
8  boxes  of  gum  copal 


33,672.86 

4,940.66 

3,037.23 

4,802.76 

4,996.62 

20,135.70 

705.60 

6,240.— 

17,000.— 

784.70 


96,316.13 

From  a  memorandum  there  also  appears  to  have  been 
some  200  chests  of  tea. 

The  Portledge  bill  from  Boston  to  Europe  &  India  & 
back  to  her  port  of  discharge  was  as  follows: 
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The  memorandum  of  bills  paid  for  the  ship  and  for 
outfits  and  stores,  dated  Nov.  6,  1804,  gives  the  amounts 
of :  Ship  1172. — 

Outfits  3481.24  $4653.24 


This  includes  Wm.  Fabens’s  bill  for  flour 

I.  Needham,  cash  &  cooperage 
&  trucking 


395.— 


131.81 
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Wm.  Marston,  pork  &  bacon  247. — 

I.  Kichardson,  beef  532.89 

B.  Deland,  freit  to  Boston  64.85 

Inspecting  certificates  4,52 

M.  Wallis,  carting  nankins  4. — 

I.  Brooks,  trucking  3. — 


$1383.07 

There  are  now  included,  in  brief  or  in  full,  all  papers 
dealing  with  matters  up  to  the  point  of  sailing  and  the 
supercargo’s  account  of  the  voyage  and  storm.  Following 
are  such  details  as  can  be  gathered  as  to  repairs  and  so 
forth. 

From  Mr,  Pickman’s  Journal  there  are  certain  extracts 
to  be  made  to  complete  the  story.  This  and  certain  papers 
which  do  not  follow  in  strictly  chronological  order  can 
best  be  inserted  here. 


Statement  of  General  Average  on  Ship  Derby,  cargo 
and  freight  at  Naples  Jan^  7,  1805. 

Articles  to  contribute  to  general  average. 


Ducats  grs 

Ship  &  appurtenances  valued 

at 

$20,000.—  24,400.— 

Freight  out 

7,500.— 

Reduced  freit  (sic)  of 

Goods  landed  before  the 

Gale 

1,850.— 

5,650.— 

Wages,  Provisions  &c  one 

third 

1,883.—  4,695.74 

$3,767.— 

B.  Pickman  jun'  4/8;  T® 

Williams  3/8;  D.  L.  Pick- 

man  1/8 

Merchandize  net  proceeds 

96,200.— 
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Specie  rec’d  on  board  be¬ 
fore  the  gale  11,468. — 

$107,668.— 

Gross  freight  68.73 
Freit  rec’d  from 

goods  on  board  7.10 

61.83  6,183.— 

Nath'  C.  Lee,  merchandize  exclusive 
of  freight  &  commissions 


Judah  Hays  &  Abraham  Tours  do. 
S.  Higginson  do. 

Benja“  Pickman  jr.  do. 

do.  for  his  children  do. 

Tim®  Williams  a/c  D.  L. 

Pickman  I/2  do. 

Thomas  West  do. 


Value  of  the  ship.  Freight  &  Cargo 
previous  to  the  gale  at  Naples 

($137,841) 


101,485.— 

16,534.— 

3,303.— 

2,084.— 

1,283.— 

3,140.— 

11,168.— 

4,310.— 


172,301.74 


(A  long  list  of  itemized 
charges)  ($956.)  1,194.96 

Subject  to  additional  charges  for  assistance  rendered  at 
Nisita  during  the  gale  by  a  ragusion  boat  &  crew  for 
which  an  action  is  now  pending  in  the  Tribunal  of  Com¬ 
merce  at  Naples  &  also  for  expenses  in  defending  in  said 
suit  cts 

172,301  74/100  Ducats  to  contribute  119,96  is  0.69.35 
per  cent. 

(endorsed  on  back  of  preceding) 

Salem  May  18,  1807,  pd.  B“  Pickman  Jun” 
rec’d  for  a  general  average  on  Derby  of  the  following 
persons : 

“  of  N.  C.  Lee’s  ad”  Dolls.  68.14 

“  “  Judah  Hays  &  A.  Tours  13.20 

“  “  Higginson  &  Co.  8.32 
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rec’d  of  T.  W.  &  D.  L.  Pickman,  ^  ea.  44,67 

and  for  partial  loss  on  Nankeens 
“  “  N.  C.  Lee  ad“  71.— 

“  “  T.  W.  &  D.  L.  Pickman,  1/2  ea.  47.30 

$252.63 

in  add.  rec’d  of  B.  M.  J.  office  for  B.  A.  Jr. 

49  cents  on  16,000  $  (less  1%  77.62 


$330.25 

pd.  by  T.  W’s  check) 

May  18,  1807  ) 

London,  29  Jan^  1805 
Mr  Dudley  L,  (Pickman)  Peikman  (sic) 

D'  Sir: — 

Since  the  date  of  the  preceeding  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  hear  of  your  arrival  on  the  15th  ult®  at  Gaeta  the  quaran¬ 
tine  of  Naples,  by  a  letter  from  Mess™  Vallin,  Kouth  &  Co. 
of  that  City. 

The  Market  was  then  nominally  good,  but  I  fear  that  other 
arrivals  before  you  are  released  from  Quarantine  will  reduce 
the  prices. 

Mess™  Vallin  &  Co.  had  not  then  received  my  Letter  (one 
word  torn)  and  not  knowing  your  destination  they  say 
nothing  of  dollars. 

You  will  hear  of  a  pacific  overture  from  the  french  to 
this  Government,  and  before  you  sail  the  result  may  not  be 
known.  You  will  aske  the  opinion  of  your  Merchants  or 
any  judicious  Persons  at  Naples  before  you  sail.  It  appears 
to  me  that  peace  will  not  result  from  it  this  year. 

Coffee  is  scarce  in  Europe,  and  keeps  up  in  all  Markets, 
at  Mess™  Vallin,  Routh  &  Co.  (Yours  &c 

Naples  T®  Williams) 

London,  5  Feb.  1805 

Naples 

Mr  Dudley  Pickman 
D*'  Sir: — 

Since  the  preceeding  of  the  29th  ult®  I  have  received  yours 
of  21  Dec'^  and  Letters  from  Mess™  Vallin  &  Co.  &  Filichi 
&  Co.  which  assure  me  that  you  will  be  able  to  procure  the 
Dollars  wanted. 
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Your  Drafts  for  a/c  of  B.  Pickman  J'  T.  Williams,  S.  P. 
Gardner  &  S.  Cabot  for  about  the  amounts  you  mention  will 
be  duly  honoured. 

Should  any  unexpected  event  defeat  your  India  voyage, 
you  would  do  well  by  coming  here  with  Oil  at  the  present 
price  of  £81  p,  ton.  Several  arrivals  might  depress  that 
price.  Mess™  Vallin  can  inform  you  best  what  articles  from 
Naples  &  Sicily  answer  here. 

I  conclude  that  you  will  be  able  to  prosecute  the  India 
voyage.  I  am  told  that  madeira  wine  may  probably  answer 
in  Bengal.  If  you  are  bound  to  that  quarter  and  want  more 
funds  would  it  be  advisable  to  stop  at  Madeira  and  take 
Wine  for  the  Cost  of  which  you  might  draw  upon  me  at  a 
long  date. 

I  hope  you  will  get  the  prices  quoted  for  Coffee  &  Sugar 
at  Naples,  and  for  Nankeens  &c“  at  Leghorn.  Nothing  fur¬ 
ther  as  to  peace. 

Dolls  4/7  each 

at  Lisbon  &  that  or  more,  scarce 
Chez  Vallin  &  Co. 

Mr  Dudlev  Pickman,  London,  15  March  1805 

D*^  Sir; — 

Since  the  preceeding  of  the  5th  I  have  received  your  let¬ 
ters  of  the  10  &  28  Jan^  the  latter  yesterday.  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  disaster  the  ship  met  with  in  the  Gale — 
that  &  the  foolish  Quaranteen  will  almost  ruin  your  Voyage. 

You  will  of  course  have  taken  regular  steps  &  will  for¬ 
ward  to  the  Owners  the  necessary  papers  &  Documents  to 
recover  from  the  Underwriters. 

Should  the  ship’s  bottom  be  materially  injured  you  will 
have  a  bad  job.  Mr  Kouth  tells  me  that  you  may  get  her 
into  the  King’s  Dock. 

May  you  not  lose  the  Season  to  Calcutta? 

Whether  the  french  overture  will  lead  to  negociations  for 
Peace  is  quite  uncertain.  It  tends  however  to  reduce  prices. 

*  Id  * 

Sugars  continue  to  fall  here.  Coffee  steady — Pepper  has 
risen  a  little  in  Holland.  It  will  it  seems  to  be  enough  in 
Italy. 

Dollars  4/6^  each  I  am  truly 

Mess®  Filichi  &  Co.  have  drawn 

upon  me  for  £4500  on  a/c  of  the  S.  Williams 

Owners. 
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The  letter  referred  to  above  is  dated  at  Nisita,  Naples, 
Jan’'  28th,  1805.  The  proper  name  of  the  Island  in  the 
best  authorities  is  Isola  Nisida,  but  it  is  variously  spelled 
in  the  papers. 

Messrs  B.  Pickman  &  T.  Williams: — 

My  former  letters  will  have  informed  you  that  we  arrived 
at  Gaeta  the  14th  ult°  &  at  this  place  the  4th  inst.  that  the 
day  previous  to  the  expiration  of  our  28  days  quarantine, 
as  order  was  issued  that  Sugar  &  in  bags  should  be  landed 
at  Lazaretto  for  38  days,  bale  Goods  to  be  landed  there, 
opened  &  the  pieces  exposed  seperately  for  the  same  length 
of  time — that  in  consequence  I  had  determined  to  proceed 
immideately  for  Leghorn  after  landing  our  Coffee  which  was 
sold  at  105  Ducats  &  160  bales  Bourbon  at  90  the  bags  of 
W.  I.  to  be  started. 

After  selling  our  Coffee  the  weather  which  had  been  fine 
during  our  Quarantine  was  unfavourable,  so  that  it  was  till 
the  16th  we  could  finish  discharging  it.  On  the  15th  we  sold 
800  bags  Sugar  deliverable  at  the  Lazaretto  at  the  risk  and 
charge  of  the  purchaser,  at  32  ducats  ready  money,  &  on  the 
20th  had  discharged  460  bags  of  it,  expecting  to  finish  & 
sail  on  the  23d  for  Leghorn.  I  had  also  received  on  board 
9400  Spanish  Dollars.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  it  came  on 
to  blow  very  hard  from  the  southw^  we  inside  however  thro’ 
that  night  &  the  next  day  witout  damage.  (He  gives  the 
names  of  the  vessels  which  dragged  which  are  omitted  in 
the  Journal.)  First  at  4  A.M.  the  schooner  Prince  of  Salem, 
Capt.  Shillaber  (37  tons,  built  at  Falmouth,  1803,  Reg.  May 
29,  1804,  Amos  Hovey,  Owner)  came  across  our  bows,  car¬ 
ried  away  our  Jibboom,  Cutwater  &c.  &  went  ashore.  At  6 
a  Danish  Brig  came  foul,  carried  away  our  foretopsail  yard. 
Cathead,  some  of  our  channels  &  did  us  considerable  damage. 
At  8  the  English  ship  Cod  Hook  came  foul  of  us,  and  her 
anchor  being  very  near  ours  &  both  of  us  with  nearly  all  our 
Cables  paid  out,  continued  alongside  for  some  time,  carried 
away  our  Channels,  mizentopmast,  mizzen  Gaft,  quarter 
pieces  &  did  considerable  damage  to  Hull.  An  English  brig 
then  came  aboard  of  us,  but  as  she  was  near  sinking  the  Crew 
abandoned  her,  came  on  board  us,  cut  her  Cable  &  she  went 
ashore  &  is  lost  with  her  cargo  entirely.  During  this  time 
all  our  Boats  were  carried  away.  At  9  the  wind  shifted  to 
N.  W.  &  carried  us  on  a  Bank  of  Sand  where  we  struck,  lost 
our  Rudder,  the  sea  at  times  breaking  over  us,  &  continued 
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here  till  3  A.M.  when  the  wind  having  moderated  we  hove 
ahead  &  by  6  were  in  deep  water  again,  got  the  end  of  the 
Cable  by  which  we  were  orignally  moored  on  board  to  ride 
for  the  night — our  2  Anchors  being  to  the  larboard  so  that 
riding  by  them  would  carry  us  again  on  the  bank.  The 
stream  and  Kedge  anchors  &  Hawse  we  had  lost  early  in  the 
Gale.  The  night  of  the  22d  was  rainy,  with  heavy  sqalls, 
from  W.  N.  W.  but  little  sea.  At  3  A.M.  of  the  23d  the 
Stone  Post  on  shore  to  which  our  Cable  was  secured  gave 
way,  &  we  were  adrift.  We  went  foul  of  an  English  Brig  & 
a  Polacre  ship  with  little  damage,  but  fouling  our  Cables 
with  those  of  the  Polacre,  they  cut  both  ours  away,  &  had  it 
not  been  for  the  broken  Post  being  attached  to  so  many 
Cables  as  to  hold  us,  entirely  unexpected  to  us,  in  ten  min¬ 
utes  the  ship  would  have  been  on  the  Rocks,  where  we  would 
soon  have  gone  to  pieces.  We  remained  in  this  situation  till 
day  light,  when  the  weather  became  more  moderate.  Being 
without  Boats  &  none  to  be  had  here,  except  those  belonging 
to  the  shipping  which  were  all  employed,  we  were  not  able 
to  keep  the  ship  from  striking  at  times  during  the  23d  day 
&  night,  but  being  smooth  sea  at  this  time  she  suffered  no 
damage.  The  24th  the  weather  was  moderate  but  having  no 
Boats  we  could  do  nothing  about  finding  our  Anchors  or  se¬ 
curing  the  ship.  The  sea  prevented  our  receiving  any  assist¬ 
ance  from  Naples.  The  evening  &  night  we  had  Gale  again 
from  S.E.  but  received  no  injury.  The  25th  pleasant  wea¬ 
ther.  The  Supercargo  &  Capt.  of  a  Polacre  lying  here  came 
with  their  Launch  took  up  our  Anchors,  &  lent  us  every 
possible  assistance  in  getting  the  ship  again  in  safety,  which 
was  accomplished  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This  day  also 
we  rec**  a  new  Cable  &  Anchor  from  Naples  which  had  been 
sent  for  during  the  storm,  but  could  not  sooner  be  got  off  on 
account  of  the  surf,  the  Anchor  was  returned  as  soon  as  we 
found  ours. 

The  ship  must  be  considerably  weakened  for  being  on  shore 
6  or  8  hours,  part  of  the  time  she  struck  very  hard — she 
does  not  however  leak  at  all,  nor  is  there  any  injury  apparent 
in  her  bottom — the  sides  are  much  torn,  plankshear  broken 
&  bulwarks  carried  away — Chains  &  Channels  broken  quar¬ 
ter  pieces  gone  &  steam  entirely  defaced — Rudder  gone — 
mizzen  shrouds  carried  away — main  topmast  fore  top  sail 
yard,  jibboom  &  spritsail  yard  carried  away — Bowsprit  & 
mainmast  injured,  I  do  not  yet  know  how  much — 3  Cables 
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ruined — 3  Boats  lost — ^the  two  small  ones  are  ashore  &  prob¬ 
ably  can  be  repaired — Stream  Anchor  missing.  What  injury 
the  bottom  has  sutfered  is  not  yet  known.  I  do  not  think 
however  any  of  the  timbers  are  started  or  broken  with  that 
or  above — the  copper  must  be  injured.  The  sheathing  in  the 
Bends  is  all  off.  An  old  ship  must  undoubtedly  have  gone 
to  pieces.  This  Gale  has  been  the  most  severe  of  any  within 
the  memory  of  the  Oldest  man  in  Naples.  Of  15  or  18  sail 
here,  only  two  remained  at  their  moorings,  &  not  one  escaped 
without  injury.  A  Spanish  Brig  with  a  cargo  worth  $30,000 
&  a  small  Neapolitan  Vessel,  with  some  small  craft  foun¬ 
dered  in  evg.  of  the  21st.  Capt.  Shillaber’s  vessel  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  got  off  again,  half  his  cargo  was  landed,  what  was 
left  was  all  damaged.  Great  injury  was  sustained  by  the 
shipping  at  Naples. 

[He  goes  on  to  say  that]  no  disposition  to  help  or  to  relax 
regulations  has  been  found  with  the  authorities  and  arrange¬ 
ments  for  carrying  out  the  strict  Quarantine  ver}'  bad.  It  is 
impracticable  to  proceed  with  the  ship  in  her  present  situa¬ 
tion,  we  must  therefore  submit  to  whatever  they  choose  to 
impose  on  us.  An  order  was  issued  to  repair  the  ship  here, 
but  as  Carpenters  cannot  come  on  board  while  we  are  quar¬ 
antining  this  cannot  be  done,  even  were  the  place  suitable. . . . 

If  we  are  permitted  to  go  to  Naples  my  present  intention 
is  to  push  such  repairs  on  the  ship  as  will  render  her  safe  to 
go  to  Leghorn  &  there  put  her  in  as  good  order  as  possible 
for  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage. 

Much  has  been  omitted  regarding  possible  modes  of 
procedure  and  condition  of  the  cargo. 

As  we  know  from  the  Journal  they  got  pratique  Feb¬ 
ruary  2d  and  were  towed  to  Naples  and  on  February  26th 
Vallin,  Routh  &  Co.  of  that  city  certified  that  “the  goods 
&  merchandise  herein  described  (a  sworn  statement)  have 
been  landed  in  this  City  between  12th  January  &  20th 
February  1805  from  on  board  the  ship  Derby." 

What  appears  to  be  an  invoice  in  duplicate  under  date 
of  March  22,  1805,  accompanied  the  preceding  letter.  It 
is  eleven  closely  written  pages  in  length,  all  in  Italian, 
and  beyond  the  writer’s  small  knowledge  of  the  language 
to  translate.  The  total  footing  is  5638.29  which  we  take 
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for  Mrs.  Pickman 


for  my  sister 


it  are  lira  but  may  be  dollars.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
the  bill  of  lading  will  serve  as  an  interpretation. 

April  6th,  1805,  Pickman  writes  his  uncle  concerning 
the  account  of  the  “ventures”  of  Benjamin  Pickman’s 
children  and  says  that  “By  Capt.  Tate  will  be  sent  a  small 
box  for  you  cont* 

1  ps.  yellow  silk) 

6  straw  hats  ) 

6  straw  hats  ) 

1  bundle  silk  V’ 

The  two  straw  bonnets  were  not  to  be  found  ready  made 
but  “Mrs.  Felichy  was  good  eno**  to  spare  two  she  had  pro¬ 
cured  for  her  self  one  for  Mrs.  Pickman  the  others  for 
my  sister.  The  Italian  flowers  are  got  from  Genoa  they 
are  sent  for  if  in  season  they  also  will  come  by  Capt. 
Tate  if  not  by  Capt.  Frye,  in  the  latter  case  directed  to 
my  Father.” 

An  account  of  Port  Charges  at  the  various  ports  from 
December  14th,  1804,  to  March  26th,  1805,  amounted  to 
Ducats  1783.93  ($1429.14). 

A  bill  of  lading  dated  March  21st,  1805,  included  38 
boxes  containing  79,000  Spanish  Dollars,  8  half  Pipes  of 
Brandy,  the  property  of  the  owners  of  the  ship. 

The  invoice  covering  the  bill  of  lading  of  March  21st 
shows  that  the  Spanish  Dollars  and  Brandy  cost  Ducats 
95,570.97  net  ($78,050.78). 


An  account  sales  the  25th  of  March  covers  sales  of  Cof¬ 
fee,  Sugar,  Copal  and  Ginger  amounting  to  Ducats 
114,300  net  ($91.44). 

The  Invoice  dated  March  25th,  1805,  for  repairs  after 
the  gale  amounted  to  Ducats  3,604.09  ($2,883.27). 

Mr.  Pickman  wrote  his  uncle  and  Mr.  Williams: 


Naples,  March  25th  1805 

Gentlemen : — 

The  principal  object  of  the  present  is  to  enclose  you  Inv®  & 
Bill  Lading  &  price  of  Brandy  ship*  on  yr  a/c  on  the  Derby, 

also  sketch  of  Sales  of  her  Cargo. 

*  *  * 

The  increase  of  my  own  stock  by  profit  on  outward  voyage, 
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Com®  &  some  money  used  here,  lead  me  to  wish  an  additional 
Insurance  to  cover  Eight  thousand  Dollars,  say,  on  Specie 
out  &  merchandise  home,  on  board  ship  Derby,  at  and  from 
Leghorn  to  port  or  ports  beyond  Cape  Good  Hope.  ...  I 
take  the  liberty  to  ask  you  to  effect  the  same  for  me.  .  .  . 
The  ship  is  now  in  as  good  order  as  ever,  having  been  thor¬ 
oughly  repaired  wherever  she  had  suffered  injury. 

You  will  find  enclosed  also  a  .BiH  Lading  for  '3,000  dolls 
for  Mr  Pickman,  for  a/c  of  his  children. 

The  expences  on  the  ship,  including  her  disbursements  & 
port  charges  am*  to  D''  6,600  ($5280).  .  .  . 

The  ship  sails  tomorrow  morning  if  the  weather  will  per¬ 
mit  her  getting  out. 

General  Average  on  the  Ship  Derby,  Freight  &  Cargo 
for  Expenses  occasioned  by  the  gale  at  Nizita  January 
20  to  23,  1805: 

Expense  incurred  for  general  preserva-  Ducats  grs 
tion  viz. 

Paid  to  the  seamen  of  a  ragusian  Brig 
for  assistance  in  the  gale. 

1  o/ca  Spanish  D*  122  gs.  23.18 

Paid  for  a  Cable  from  the  Dock  yard 

23.10  (®  2  c/  Ducats  623.73 

duty  on  D®  47.70 

3.77  Rope  supplied  during  the  gale  114.99 

786.42 

Less  one  third  for  new  262.14 
524.28 

Sailors  at  galley  harbour  for  deliver¬ 


ing  Cable  12.80 

Carriage  to  Nizita  17.60 

Man  &  Boat  to  get  off  the  same  12. — 

Custom  house  soldiers  at  Nizita  2.40 


569.16 

Paid  N.  de  Lucca  Carriage  &  boat 
hire,  going  to  Nizita  during  the  gale, 
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Boat  &  Man  assistance  in  new  moor¬ 
ing  the  ship  16. — 

9.10 

2  Master  Carpenters  to  get  to  Nizita, 
to  survey  the  ship  previous  to  per¬ 
mission  being  granted  to  bring  her 


to  Naples  12. — 

Hire  of  launch  to  land  Nankeens  to 

enable  the  ship  to  take  pratique  12.20 

Health  Officers  for  unloading  Nan¬ 
keens  in  (word  illegible).  30. — 

do.  for  pratique  to  enable  the  ship  to 

come  to  Naples  to  repair  309. — 


6  Water  casks  thrown  overboard  new 

ones  Cash  54.80 

painting  do.  2. — 


56.80 

Less  one  third  for  new  18.93 
9  Boats  &  63  Men  to  tow  the  Ship 

from  Nitzita  for  repair  213. — 

N.  de  Lucca  his  services  at  Nitzitam 
during  the  gale  and  bringing  the 
ship  to  Naples  25. — 


Capt.  Horn  for  receiving  &  storing 
provisions  Cables 

&c  to  enable  the  ship  to  heave  down 

32  days  @  4  Ducats  128. — 

Expense  of  Landing  &  reshipping 

Ginger  &  Gum  Copal  for  do.  46.59 

Paid  Lawyer  as  amount  of  expenses  of 
defending  action  brought  by  Cap* 
of  a  polacre  for  assistance  during 
the  gale  100. — 

Expenses  of  sending  to  ( ?)  for  a  qit- 

ness  &  his  attendance  10. — 


19.10 


363.20 


37.87 


238.— 


174.59 


110.00 


1535.  2 
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Protest  6.50 

Translating  Log  Book  6. — 

4  Surveyors  &  Boat  24.60 

Diver  to  go  down  &  examine  the  ship’s 

bottom  4. — 

Chancellor  coming  on  hoard  with 

survey  8.60 

Consul’s  order  for  survey  2. — 

do.  receiving  &  registering  the  same  2. — 
do.  charges  of  2^  pV  on  amount 
of  survey  90.15 

do.  3  seals  on  Copies  of  Papers  7.32 

Vice  Consul  for  his  Services  40. — 

do.  3  copies  of  Papers  20.40 

do.  for  his  Clerks  4. — 

315.57 

of  which  one  third  to  this  average  105.19 


D.1640.21 

Subject  to  additional  charges  for  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  at  Nizita  during  the  gale  by  a  ragusian 
Boat  &  Crew,  for  which  an  action  is  now  de¬ 
pending  in  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce  at  I7a- 
ples  and  also  for  expenses  in  defending  in 
said  suit: 

Valuations  of  Ship  Derby  Freight  &  Cargo  Es¬ 
teemed  (sic)  at  their  value  in  Boston,  at  sail¬ 
ing,  with  their  proportions  at  the  above  average. 

Dollars  Ducats 

Ship  Derby  &  Appurtenances  valued  at  2,000. —  268.13 

Freight  to  Naples  &  Leg¬ 
horn — valued  at  wages,  6500. — 
provisions  &c  2500. — 

4000. —  (sic) 

Freight  of  goods  landed  be¬ 
fore  the  gale 


1000.—  3,000.— 


40.22 
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B.  Pickman  jr  T  Williams  & 

D,  L.  Pickman  value  of 
goods  at  sailing  84000. — 

Deduct  for  460  Bags  Sugar 
47  Casks  &  245  bags  Cof¬ 
fee  landed  before  the  gale 
Cost  24107. — 


59893.— 

Add  Specie  received  on  board 

at  Nizita  9400. —  69293. —  928.93 


Nathaniel  C.  Lee  value  of 

goods  11219. —  158.44 

Stephen  Higginson  &  Co.  do. 

(pepper  valued  @  (illegi¬ 
ble))  1565.—  20.98 

Judd  Hays  &  A.  Tours  do.  2574. —  34.50 

Benjamin  Pickman  junr  do.  800. —  10.72 

Do.  do.  for  his  children  2268. —  30.41 

Timothy  Williams  &  D.  L. 

Pickman  do.  7968. —  106.82 

Thomas  West  do.  3063. —  41.06 


$122350.— D1640.21 
Naples  March  26,  1805 

Leghorn  April  6,  1805 

Gentlemen : — 

By  Capt.  Williams  I  had  hoped  to  have  forwarded  you  all 
the  Derby’s  papers — should  he  be  detained  say,  another  day, 
I  may  do  it. 

*  *  * 

Altho’  the  time  which  elapsed  from  our  arrival  off  Naples 
to  our  leaving  that  place  was  very  long,  yet  what  was  passed 
in  port  will  not  be  thought  so,  when  you  consider  how  large 
a  parcel  of  goods  were  to  be  sold  &  the  profits  realized,  the 
repairs  on  the  ship — &  add  to  these  the  dilatory  nature  of 
those  with  whom  we  were  to  deal. 

*  *  * 

With  the  sales  of  the  Cargo,  I  doubt  not  you  will  feel  per- 
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fectly  satisfied,  no  large  Cargo  has  sold  so  well  in  the  Medi- 
teranean  since  the  last  Peace  commenced,  and  at  no  other 
port,  could  it  have  been  done. 

*  *  * 

The  Expenses  on  the  ship  in  consequence  of  injuries  sus¬ 
tained  in  Gale  by  which  we  suffered  &  the  adjustment  of 
that  business  gave  me  infinite  trouble.  Considering  it  as  a 
loss  to  underwriters,  every  one  appeared  anxious  to  have  a 
share  in  the  plunder. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  much  regret  and  trouble,  that  the 
Lawsuit  in  which  we  became  engaged  for  assistance  rendered 
at  Nizita  could  not  be  adjusted — ^but  the  Capt.  of  the  pol- 
acre  refused  even  to  receive  proposals  of  an  accomodation. 
...  I  presume  the  result  will  be  very  little  to  his  advantage. 

*  *  * 

Our  Cargo  all  came  out  in  perfect  order,  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  all  of  fine  quality. 

*  *  * 

As  you  will  be  surprised  at  my  shipping  so  large  an  am’t 
of  specie  when  not  permitted  by  Law  at  Naples,  I  ought  to 
inform  you  that  it  was  done  by  the  Custom  H®  officers  in 
their  own  Boat  &  with  their  own  people — and  the  article  of 
Shipping  Charges  which  you  will  find  in  the  Invoices  is 
their  compensation  for  the  services.  Altho’  this  would  not 
have  saved  us  had  information  been  given,  yet  we  should 
have  gained  intelligence  of  it  probably  early  enough  to  have 
escaped  without  much  difficulty.  The  price  of  Dollars  &  the 
difficulty  of  remitting  &  purchasing  here  were  too  great  temp¬ 
tation  to  be  withstood,  when  I  considered  very  little  was 
put  at  hazard  in  taking  them  at  Naples. 

*  *  * 

With  respect  to  the  choice  of  Canton  or  Calcutta  my 
opinion  has  always  been  most  favourable  for  the  former  but 
had  it  been  otherwise  our  stock  would  have  been  too  large 
for  a  suitable  Calcutta  investment. 

*  *  * 


Freight  shipped  for  the  following; 

: — 

David  Sears 

35,000 

Joseph  Peabody 

10,000 

N.  C.  Lee  about 

13,000 

S.  Higginson  &  Co. 

3,350 

Samuel  Cabot 

4,000 
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Walley  &  Tilden  5,000 

J.  Lowell  120  for  China  ware 

$75,770 

*  *  * 

The  Ginger  remaining  4  Boxes  Gum  are  sold  here  at  very 
good  prices.  Sales  will  accompany  this.  I  have  purchased 
some  Brandy,  Lead  &  wine  to  make  entry  for  Cargo  for 
entry  in  Canton. 

Four  of  our  sailors  ran  away  in  Naples  &  one  in  this  place 
— they  have  been  replaced  by  Danes  &  Italians. 

*  *  * 

The  ship  is  now  ready  for  sea  &  on  Monday  morning,  the 
weather  permitting,  we  sail. 

A  bill  of  lading,  dated  April  6th,  1805,  covers: 

105  pigs  Lead 
3  pipes  Wine 

21  boxes  containing  42,000  Spanish  dollars. 

The  invoice  of  above  amounted  to  Ducats  47,869 :  13 :  2 
($9575). 

Naples,  the  9  April  ’05 

Benjamin  Pickman  J*"  Esq. 

Sir : — 

Our  last  respects  to  you  were  stated  2  Dec*"  per  the  U.S. 
Frigate  John  Adams  which  informed  you  of  the  Ship  Derby’s 
arrival  here  &  that  M''  Dudley  L.  Pickman  had  consigned 
her  Cargo  to  us  for  sale. 

*  *  4i 

We  sailed  from  hence  the  25  March  &  arrived  at  Leghorn 
the  30th  ditto.  .  .  . 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  Letter  addressed  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  John’s  cargo,  that  we  have  closed  that 
acco*  by  remitting  the  balance  to  M'  Sam  Williams  of  Lon¬ 
don  in  all  £8604: 17 :  2  Stg.  Our  M*'  Routh  who  is  now  in 
England  intends  to  return  to  this  Country  via  America, 
but  as  we  understand  that  he  is  about  getting  married  in 
England,  we  are  apprehensive  that  this  circumstance  may 
prevent  him  and  under  this  Idea  we  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  proposal  to  you  for  the  shipment  of  about  One 
hundred  &  fifty  Tons,  either  on  joint  acc*  with  you  or  for 
our  sole  acc*  which  you  may  think  proper,  viz.  ah*  Sixty  Tons 
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of  White  dry  Sugars  either  Martinique  in  Casks  or  Hav**  in 
Boxes  (large  dry  grain  preferred  here)  Twenty  do.  20  ditto 
of  Brown  ditto  Thirty  do.  30  Tons  of  East  india  White  if 
not  much  dearer  than  the  West  Indian  Brown  Twelve  do. 
12  ditto  of  Logwood  Twenty  do.  20  ditto  of  green  small  Cof¬ 
fee,  if  possible  Ten  do.  10  ditto  pepper  &  Pimento  Marti¬ 
nique  in  bags  if  the  prices  are  low.  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as 
possible  on  b'*  an  American  Vessel,  direct  for  Naples,  so  as 
to  be  here  in  time  for  the  Salermo  fair  which  begins  the  20th 
September,  Salermo  is  about  20  miles  to  the  Eastward  of 
Naples,  where,  during  the  fair,  which  lasts  15  Days,  one 
third  of  the  usual  duties  are  saved,  &  in  order  to  enjoy  this 
it  would  be  necessary  to  stipulate  in  the  charter  party  per¬ 
mission  for  us  to  unload  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Cargo 
there  in  case  we  find  it  our  Interests  so  to  do. 

*  *  * 

Vallin,  Kouth  &  Co. 


Benjamin  Pickman  Jun''  Esq. 

London  the  26th  April  1805 

My  dear  Sir : — 

I  wrote  you  very  fully  by  the  John  previous  to  my  depar¬ 
ture  from  Naples.  .  .  .  The  Derby  you  will  have  learnt  long 
ere  this  reaches  you,  has  sold  all  her  Cargo  at  Naples,  except 
her  Ginger,  and  at  prices  that  will  I  trust  prove  agreable. . . . 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  visited  the  United  States  pre¬ 
vious  to  my  return  to  Naples  but  I  have  spent  so  much  time 
in  this  Country  that  I  must  defer  it  to  another  year.  .  .  . 

I  understand  many  of  the  Newfoundland  ilerchants  mean 
to  send  their  fish  to  Boston  or  Salem  this  Season.  Where¬ 
fore  if  you  can  get  two  or  three  Cargoes  at  a  moderate  price 
get  them  to  Naples  by  Christmas  or  all  January.  .  .  . 

the  Quantity  arrived  last  Season  cannot  have  been  less 
than  70,000  Qtls  &  no  Cargo  tho’  immense  Quantities  arrived 
together  has  netted  less  than  30 /p  Qtl.  English  clear,  .  .  . 

My  Mother  and  all  my  family  in  this  part  of  the  World 
are  all  in  good  Health.  ... 

I  remain  very  truly  and  respectfully 
My  dear  sir 

Your  Affectionate  Belative 
&  very  humble  servant 
William  Eppes  Eouth 
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Mr.  Eouth  was  the  son  of  Richard  and  Abigail  (Eppes) 
Routh,  bom  in  Salem  26  July  1774. 

Another  bill  of  lading,  also  April  6th,  1805,  covered 
530  Spanish  Dollars  580  Spanish  Dollars,  by  order  of 
Benjamin  Pickman  jun'  for  account  of  his  children  who 
are  minors. 

An  undated  account  sales  gives  the  result  of  the  sale  of 
Nankeens  &c. : 

Sales  of  Ship,  Tea  &c  p'  a/c  107,517.39 

48,000  ps.  Nankeens  pr  Humbird  @  66-2/3 

short  32,000. — 

58,400  ps.  do.  44,384. — 


Cost  of  Cargo  from  Boston 
Ship  &  outfits,  say 
Drawn  on  London 


184,901.39 

84,000.00 

22,000 

14,000 


120,000 

Charges  on  homeward  voyage  in¬ 
cluding  special  to  Canton  8,000  128,000. — 

$55,901.39 
London,  May  9,  1805 

Mr  Benjamin  Pickman  J' 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  have  rec’d  your  letter  of  March  the  25th  &  will  accept 
your  4  drafts  in  favour  of  M'  John  Derby  for  £2475  st*  of 
that  date. 

On  the  13th  April  I  rec^  from  Messr"  Van  Stephout  &  Co. 
€200  st*  on  account  your  shipm*  of  ginger,  &  the  23d, 
230  £  st*  from  M*'  D.  L.  Pickman. 

The  Derby  was  at  Leghorn  on  1  April  &  in  a  few  days 
M'  P.  expected  to  close  his  business,  all  the  Dollars  being 
nearly  procured.  He  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  Vallin, 
Routh  &  Co. 

Mr  Routh  has  lately  returned  to  Naples  with  a  wife.  He 
appears  to  be  a  very  amiable  man. 

Dollars  4/6  Yours  truly, 

"  4/5-1 /3  on  board  at  Lisbon.  S.  WiUiams 


li 
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10  may — I  have  just  rec^  a  letter  from  M''  Pickman  dated  8 
April  with  a  further  Kem'  of  £213 : 13 :  5  on  your  acco*. 
The  Derby  was  then  ready  for  sea  with  $131,000  on  owners 
a/c  &  $75,000  in  freight. 

Messr*  Vallin  will  probably  draw  upon  me  for  dam^  Nan¬ 
keens  &  short  number  &  also  for  Expenses  of  a  lawsuit  with 
a  Ragusan  for  assistance  in  the  gale  at  Nizita. 

Ship  Derby  at  Sea  Lat.  37°  S. 
(To  the  Owners)  Lon.  30  E. 

July  3,  1805 

Gentlemen : — 

After  84  days  from  Leghorn  &  64  from  the  Straits  of 
Gibralter,  we  are  thus  far  on  our  passage,  all  well.  Meet¬ 
ing  a  N/York  vessel  for  Isle  of  France  I  write  to  be  for¬ 
warded  from  thence.  The  Ship  proves  tight  &  is  in  good 
order  as  formerly. 

June  1,  Lat.  00  Lon.  18  W.  we  spoke  the  ship  Exeter, 
Capt.  Osgood  36  d*  out — all  well — By  Capt.  0  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  hear  of  you.  We  have  seen  nothing  since. 

I  am  very  truly 

Y  ob.  Serv* 

D.  L.  Pickman 

Statement  of  a  partial  loss  on  the  ship  Derby  valued 
at  20,000  Dollars : 

Articles  from  which  1  /3  am*  is  to  be  deducted : 

Cables  1218.56 

Rigging 

Rudder  Pindles  (Composition)  &c. 

New  long  boat 

Wood  furnished  by  Carpenter  for 
sundry  uses 

Oars,  Davits  &  carpenters  work 


Discount  1/3 


Amount  of  bills  not  subject  to  de¬ 
duction  per  D.  L.  Pickman’s 
Statement  1086.77 


341.98 

320.95 

100.— 

439.73 

96.— 


2517.22 

839.07  1678.15 
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For  a  Cable  charg’d  to  General  Av¬ 
erage  from  which  is  deducted  the 
wages  of  the  ^Master  &  Seamen 
during  the  time  the  ship  was  un- 


der  repairs  being  34  days 

456.28 

For  provisions 

200.— 

“  figure  head  after  deducting  % 
for  new 

120.— 

“  Tar&c 

12.— 

D.4077.48 

4077.48  Ducats  @  80  cts  p''  D.  is  Dolls. 

3262.— 

Statement  of  General  Cargo 

Value  of  ship 

$20,000.— 

Gross  freit  (sic) 

7,500.— 

Deduct 

2,500.— 

Net  freight  - 

5,000.— 

Value  of  Cargo  &  effects  on  board 

at  the  time  of  the  Gale  124,789, — 

deduct  gross  freit  7,500. — 

-  117,289 

Salem  September  6th  1805  $142,289. — 

B.  Pickman  ■j'’  Loss  on  142,289  Dolls. 

892.75  =  .062-3/8  per  cent. 
Invoice  of  merchandise  shipped  by  Dudley  L.  Pickman 
a  native  Citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  on 
board  the  ship  Derby  Thomas  West,  Master  for  Boston, 
by  order  &  for  account  &  risk  of  Benjamin  Pickman  Jun’’ 
Esq^  of  Salem,  four  eighths,  Timothy  Williams  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  three  eighths,  &  the  said  Dudley  L.  Pickman,  one 
eighth  they  being  all  merchants  &  native  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  consigned  to  them,  viz. 

SD  piculs  Tales 

1  ®  100  100  Chests  Souchong'  Tea  64.05  (5)  33  Tales  2112.65 

100  @  500  400  Chests  Campoi  Do.  262.54  @  26  “  6957.31 

1  100  100  boxes  Souchong  Do.  ea 

244  Cats  24.50  (d),  34  “  833.— 

100  ®.  150  50  boxes  Do.  Do.  ea  24J  Cats  12.25  ®  33  “  404.25 

D 
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1  @  100  100  boxes  Anki  Souchongf  Do. 

SD 

SM 

26.42  @  23  “ 

607.66 

1  @  40  40  chests  Imperial  Do. 

SD 

H 

29.69  @  62  “ 

1840.73 

1  @  300  300  “  Hvson  Do. 

SD 

H 

143.23  @  54  “ 

7734.42 

1  @  100  100  “  Do.  Do. 

SD 

Y 

47.62  @  54  “ 

2571.48 

1  @  170  170  “  Young  Hyson  Do. 

SD 

S 

112.  @  36  “ 

4032.— 

1  @  1070  1070  “  Hyson  Skin  Do. 

512.81  @  36  “ 

13076.65 

Tales 

40171.20 

Equal  at  72  tales  to  10  Dollars  to 

1220  packs  cassia  piculs 

55793.20 

55.22  @  23  dolls,  p.  picul 
SD 

1270.06 

1  @  2  2  Boxes  black  Sinchaws,  ea  2S 

i  pcs  is 

50  pcs  @  18  dolls 

SD 

C 

900.— 

1  @  20  20  Bales  Company’s  Nankeens 

ea  100  pcs  is 

2000  pcs  first  chop  @  92  dolls. 

- 

1840.— 

59803.39 

SD  Ain’t  earnd  over 

1  @  700  700  Bales  ea  100  pc»  is  70,000  pc* 

short  yellow  Nankeens,  38,350. 

first  chop  @  54-79/100  p.  100  ps. 

701  @  982  282  Bales  ea  100  pc*  is  28,200. 

1  55  55  do.  ea  40  pc*  is  2.200. 

1  @  300  300  do.  ea  20  pc*  is  6,000. 

26,400  do.  do. 

second  chop  @  50-49/100  ds  p.  100  pc*  18,487.56  56,840.56 

SD  - 

B 

1  @  70  70  Bales  ea  50  pc*  is  3500  pc*  blue 
Nankeens,  first  chop  @  129  ds.  p. 

100  pc*  4,515. 

1  @  48  48  Bales  ea  25  pc*  is  1200  pc*  do.,  do. 

second  chop  @  125  ds  p.  100  pc* 

1,500.  6,015. 


Canton,  Nov.  24,  1805  Dollars  122,658.95 

E.E. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman 
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Port  Charges  &  Disbursements  on  the  Ship  Derby  at 


Canton  September  9  to  November  29,  1805 


Provisions  supplied  ship  at  Angier 

Dollars 

7.— 

Pilotage  into  Macao 

30.— 

Provisions  supplied  at  do. 

15.— 

Expenses  on  shore  at  do. 

9.— 

Chop  for  Pilot  15. —  Cumshaw  for  chop 
2.— 

17.— 

Mandarin  for  permission  to  embark  in 
their  boat 

2.— 

Boat  hire 

2.— 

6  Sampans  at  second  bar 

75.— 

6.— 

Pilotage  to  Whampoa  25. — Cumshaw  4.- 

— 

29.— 

Cumshaw  for  Mandarin  Soldiers  for  Chop 

2.— 

Hire  of  a  Boat  to  Canton 

4.— 

Thomas  Genaver  wages  in  full 

75.20 

James  Manley  do. 

85.34 

Paid  Seamen  viz.  John  Varle 

21.— 

160.54 

Francis  Tobino 

20.— 

William  Wales 

13.— 

Charles  Peterson 

21.— 

John  Anderson 

20.— 

Do.  pd  D.  Martin’s  bill 

8.— 

Benj.  Swasey 

12.— 

Thomas  Moriarty 

10.— 

James  Cromwell 

11.— 

Lemuel  Phillips 

15.— 

Francis  Hector 

17.— 

John  Flood  1  mo.  adv. 

17.— 

Perins  Sprague  do. 

5.— 

Mr  Southword  Coal  at  WHiampoa 

190.— 

3.— 

Provisions  supplied  Ship  to  Sept.  23 

51.25 

Flag  for  Boat  2.75 — Coopering  Provi¬ 
sions  &  water  Casks  3. — 

5.75 

2  coils  Rigging  4.1  @  15  Dolls. 

63.75 
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Measurement  of  Ship  Couid  (?)  107  9.4.4 
third  rate 

@  Tales  M  C.  Cash 

4.  7.  8.  8  pr  Couid  Tales 

516.8.3 

Emperor’s  Cumshaw  1950.-.- 


Tales  2466.8.3. 

at  72  Tales  p.lOO  dollars  3426.15 

Linguist,  customary  fee  216. — 

2  Chops  for  money  boats  6. — 

Cumshaw  to  pursers  10. —  16. — 

Consul,  Certificate  on  list  of  crew  2. — 

Do.  on  Invoice  2. —  4. — 

Rent  of  Factory  600. — 

Hire  of  China  ware  for  Factory  use, 
including  cost  of  one  Box  sent  to  ship, 
cont’g  Breakfast  set  of  118  pcs.  20. — 

Factory  Expense  p.  book  753.75 

Hire  of  furniture  70. — 

Usual  Cumshaw  to  Mandarins  at  water  side  20. — 

Sent  to  ship  viz.  73  lbs  Coffee  17. — 

50  cad*  Tea  16.67  50  cad*  Sugar  Candy  9. —  26.67 

20  piculs  Coal  10. —  20  Galls.  Lamp  Oil  20. —  30. — 

1  box  paint  oyl  12. —  3  doz.  sail  needles  1. —  13. — 

1  bbl.  Flour  14. —  2  boxes  Do.  ea  1  Cwt.  28. —  42. — 

18  lbs.  Twine  6. —  1  m  Nails  2. —  8. — 

108  cad*  Ham  32.40  110  cad*  Sugar  10.25  42.65 

75  cad*  Sausages  12. —  14  cad*  Butter  7. —  19. — 

1  cad  Pepper  .26  96  cad*  Pickles  15.36  15.62 

3000  La^ls  for  Tea  Chests  15. — 

Customary  presents  to  coolies  &c  at  Security 

Mercht*  pock  house,  Hong  &c.  25. — 

Half  the  duties  inward  on  Wine  &  Brandy  20. — 

1  quarter  Cask  Cape  wine  sent  to  ship  54. — 

1%  ton  Peruvian  Bark  9. —  1  bag  with 

Glysta  pipe  5. —  14. — 

6  ps  Canton  Cloth  for  mending  sails  31.25 

Provisions  supplied  ship  by  Compradore  Tales 
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from  Sept.  24  to  Nov.  29  for  bill  276.78 

1800  mats  for  dunnage  72. — 

183  clamps  for  Tea  Chests  5.49 — 200 

sheets  paper  1. —  6.49 

Chunam  clamps  .75 — 5000  small  nails 

15.—  15.75 

25^  cad*  Board  Nails  7.65  — 1000 

Clapper  nails  3. —  10.65 

3000  Pump  nails  6. — 15  Boards  7.50  13.50 

2  Hinges  &  screws  .30 — 3  padlocks  1.50  1.80 

Mending  coffee  pot  &c.  .55  —  1  small 

bolt  .30  .85 

781/2  cad*  Lime  12.56 — 313  cad*  white 

lead  6.30  18.86 

6  ps  Bamboo  for  coops  1.20 — 2  Bottles 

mustard  1. —  2.20 

730  cad*  Molasses  36.50 — 140  cad*  Rice 

6.80  43.30 

240  cad*  Calavarras  12. —  10  cad*  maca¬ 
roni  3. —  15. — 

5  cad*  Sago  .50 — 800  Eggs  5.33  5.83 

75  cad*  Tripe  5.62 — 4  bottles  Soya  .80  6.42 

461  cad*  live  fowls  59.63 — 631  cad*  live 

Pork  82.03  141.96 

piculs 


Paddy  .22 — Beans  4.81 — Yams  27. — 
Pumpkins  4.29 

Potatoes  4. —  in  all  62.10  @  3  tales  p. 

picul  186.30 

4  bottles  Lime  Juice  1.20 


1091.85 

270.— 

30.— 

12.— 

6.— 

6.— 


Tales  818.89 

at  75  Tales  $100  dollars 
Cumsbaw  to  ship’s  Compradore  pr  agreement 
Pilot  in  advance  at  Canton 
23  piculs  Firewood  9. —  6  panes  Binacle 
Glass  3. — 

1  quarter  Beef 

Cumsbaw  in  lieu  of  Boats  at  first  bar 


6.— 

35.— 
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6  boats  at  second  bar 

Pilot  in  full  30. —  Cumshaw  5. — 


7552.63 

Deduct  for  6  barrils  Beef,  sold,  at  16 

dolls.  96. — 

17-7/12  Cad.  Junk  do.  @  7  dolls.  123.—  219.— 

Dollars  7333.23 
Whampoa,  Nov.  29,  1805 
E.E. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman 

Dr  Mess"  B.  Pickman  j'  Tim®  Williams  & 

Dudley  L.  Pickman  Owners  of  Ship  Derby 

in  a/c  with  D.  L.  Pickman,  supercargo  of  Dollars 

said  ship. 

To  sundries  shipped  on  the  Derby  for  Mr  B. 

Pickman  118.37 

To  merchandise  shipped  on  the  Derby  for 

Boston  for  your  account  &  risk,  p.  Invoice  122,658.95 
To  Port  Charges  &  Disbursements  as  p.  bill  7,333.23 
To  my  Compensation  as  Supercargo  p.  agreement  3.000 — 


To  Balance  due  you,  reserved  in  Specie  for 
Expenses  on  the  River  or  on  passage 


133,110.55 


206.24 


Dollars  133,216.89 

Cr  By  freight  rec"*  from  7  Shippers  on 
$75,916  @  11  p.ff. 

By  Net  proceeds  sundries  from  Naples  &c 
p.  a/c  Sales 

By  specie  rec^  p.  ship  Derby  120,895 
Short  in  box  no. 


12 

5IV2 

23 

10 

24 

10 

30 

10 

34 

10 

8,350.76 

1,686.68 
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No.  36  16 
38  10 

Counterfeit  5  1221/^  12,772.50 

By  am*  rec**  of  Youqua  (sic-Houqua)  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  relinquishing  contract  for 
200  chests  Y.Hyson  Tea  686.45 

By  am*  rec"*  of  Do.  for  not  delivering  Blue 

Nankeens  according  to  contract  70.50 

By  my  Note  to  Youqua  for  your  account,  at 

12  mo.  1,750. — 

Dollars  133,316.89 

Ship  Derby  at  Sea  Nov'  30,  1805 
E.E. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman 

Messr”  Benjamin  Pickman  Jun'  Salem 
&  Timothy  Williams,  Boston 
Gentlemen  Leghorn  29  Dec.  1805 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  advise  you  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  Derby,  Cap*  West  at  Gaeta  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples, 
M'  Pickman  writes  from  there  under  date  of  the  17  ins* 
mentioning  that  he  was  ordered  there  from  Naples,  to  which 
place  he  was  indeed  to  proceed  from  the  information  of  a 
Capt  of  a  Vessel  spoken  with  at  sea  that  the  sickness  was 
making  the  greatest  havoc  in  our  City.  This  tho’  an  exager- 
ation  (at  no  period  more  than  29  p.  day  have  died)  &  now 
the  city  enjoys  the  most  perfect  health,  yet  may  be  produc¬ 
tion  of  good  as  from  no  vessels  being  admitted  into  Naples 
coming  from  the  ports  of  Spain  or  this  place  the  prices  of 
Sugars  &  Coffee  have  advanced  very  considerably  the  other 
articles  will  we  think  do  better  here,  more  especially  as  he 
will  have  to  come  for  his  dollars. 

(The  remainder  concerns  prices  and  markets.) 

'  F.  &  A.  Pilichy 

They  wrote  again: 

The  Derby  is  yet  at  Naples.  Mr  Pickman  had  expected 
to  deliver  the  goods  sold  there,  so  that  he  might  have  sailed 
the  16th  inst.  the  continuance,  however,  of  the  bad  weather 
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prevented  it.  This  delay  has  been  fully  compensated  by  the 
sale  of  his  sugar.  .  .  . 

It  is  incalculable  the  injury  the  fever  has  done  to  this 
place,  the  number  of  deaths  were  only  712  a  mere  trifle  as 
respects  our  population  yet  the  outgoing  Government  not 
content  with  talcing  the  necessary  precautions  at  the  time, 
continues  the  restrictions  when  the  city  enjoys  the  most  per¬ 
fect  health,  restrictions  that  they  never  put  on  vessels  com¬ 
ing  from  the  parts  of  Spain  when  the  yellow  fever  was  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  serious  ravages.  This  situation  of  things  en¬ 
tirely  disheartening  our  speculators.  .  .  . 

(The  remainder  deals  with  prices  current.) 

F.  &  A.  Filichy. 

February,  1806 

Gentlemen : — 

The  papers  accompanying  this  letter  will  I  believe  enable 
you  to  form  a  correct  opinion  respecting  the  demand  of  the 
Owners  of  the  Ship  Derby,  as  assured,  against  the  Under¬ 
writers  on  said  Ship.  I  would  observe  that  there  is  no  dis¬ 
pute  between  the  parties  concerning  facts.  The  only  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  is  upon  the  application  of  certain  general 
rules  to  those  facts. 

*  *  * 

The  first  (rule)  which  applies  in  the  case,  is  that  of 
deductability  between  the  value  of  new  and  old  and  the  rule 
will  probably  more  frequently  operate  in  favour  of  than 
against  the  assured.  .  .  .  when  a  new  article  is  procured 
instead  of  an  old,  for  instance,  a  new  cable  instead  of  an 
old  cable  .  .  .  then  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  the 
new  article  is  at  least  one  third  more  value  that  the  article 
lost.  .  .  .  But  when  repairs  are  made  of  such  a  nature  as 
only  to  reinstate  the  injury  sustained  .  .  .  the  assured  think 
it  unreasonable  to  deduct  one  third  of  the  expence.  .  .  .  You 
will  please  to  determine  how  far  the  rule  .  .  .  shall  be 
applied. 

The  next  question  submitted  you  Gentlemen  is  whether 
the  assured  are  entitled  to  any  indemnity  for  the  expense  of 
wages  and  provisions  while  the  ship  was  under  repairs  and 
the  Master  and  crew  were  employed  is  repairing  her.  .  .  . 
the  Master  and  crew  were  engaged  for  34  days  in  repairing 
the  partial  loss:  .  .  .  Why  the  assured  are  not  entitled  to 
an  indemnity  for  the  expense  of  their  wages  and  provisions 
during  that  time,  they  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
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The  last  point  .  .  .  is  in  what  manner  and  at  what  time 
the  money  advanced  for  these  repairs  should  be  repaid. 
They  were  indispensably  necessary  to  enable  the  ship  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  the  voyage  insured.  .  .  .  The  case  is  respectfully 
submitted  to  your  determination  on  behalf  of  the  assured  by — 

Your  obedi’nt  serv‘ 

B.  Pickman 

(Addressee  not  stated.) 

Settlement  of  Specie  Dollars  short  in  Ship 

Derby,  first  voyage  at  Calcutta,  say  $168. — 

Collected  at  Boston,  for 
B.  Pickman  y  11,000. — 

T.  Williams  26,250. — 

D.  L.  Pickman  8,750. — 

46,000.— 

as  46,000 : 168 : 11  11,000.—  40.  dolls. 

for  B.P.J' 
26,250.—  96.  do. 

for  T.W. 
8,750.—  32.  do. 
for  D.L.P. 

$168.— 


Charged  in  a/c  to  B.P.j''  84. — 

Should  be  40. — 

due  him  40. — 

%  to  T.W.  63. — 

Should  be  96. — 

due  from  33. — 

Vs  to  D.L.P.  21.— 

Should  be  32. — 

due  from  11. — 
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44  — 
11.— 


Credited  B.P.J'  by  T.W. 
Charged  D.L.P.  by  Do. 


Boston,  Apr.  10,  1806 

Credited  also  to  B.P.J'  for  Yo  of  25  Rupees 
over  remitted  to  Calcutta  in  Bal®  of  a/c  6. — 

above  44. — 


50.— 

Settled  Apr.  3,  1806. 

B.  Pickman 
Tim”  Williams 
Dud.  L.  Pickman 

Settlement  of  Specie  shipped  in  Ship  Mandarin  for  Can¬ 
ton  in  payment  of  a  Note  due  to  Youqua  (Houqua) 
from  owners  of  said  Ship. 

1750  Dollars,  viz.  100  @3%  3. — 


359 

@  33/4% 

13.46 

560 

@  4% 

22.40 

731 

@  3% 

21.93 

1750.— 


Freight  2% 

Packing,  Carting,  Notary 


1810.79 

$35.— 

2.20  37.20 


B.  Pickman  for  One  half 
T.  Williams,  three  eights 
D.  L.  Pickman,  one  eighth 


$1847.99 

923.99 

693.— 

231.— 


$1847.99 

Boston,  May  12,  1806  E.E. 
Tim®  Williams 
Dud.  L.  Pickman 

Benjamin  Pickman  &  others 
v.s. 

The  Salem  Marine  Insurance  Company 
In  the  above  case,  the  arbitrators,  to  whom  the  same  has 
been  submitted,  are  of  opinion: — 


t 
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1.  That  the  deductions  claimed  of  one  third  for  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  new  &  old,  in  the  repairs  made  in  the  ship 
Derby  and  articles  supplied,  should  not  apply  to  any  repairs 
on  the  Hull,  or  body  of  the  ship :  but  should  apply  to  Boats, 
Cables,  Spars  and  other  furniture  of  the  Ship  that  may  have 
been  supplied  in  consequence  of  a  disaster  within  the  policy. 

2.  That  no  charge  be  made  against  the  underwriters  in 
the  case  for  Mens  Wages  and  Provisions. 

3.  That  for  the  money  of  the  assured  applied  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  Expenses,  which  the  Underwriters  are  bound  to  sus¬ 
tain,  compensation  be  made  by  the  Underwriters  which  we 
estimate  at  25  p.  Cent  on  the  amount  applied  as  aforesaid. 

The  Expenses  of  the  Reference  $150  to  be  sustained  by 
the  Parties  equally. 

Stephen  Higginson 
Jn®  Davis 
T.  H.  Perkins 

Boston,  June  30,  1806. 

Samuel  Mclntire’s  bill  for  the  new  figurehead  for  the 
Derby,  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  in  the  gale,  is  the  first 
documentary  evidence  that  he  did  carve  such  pieces,  al¬ 
though  there  are  designs  and  bills  showing  that  he  carved 
stern  ornaments  and  did  other  work  for  vessels. 

The  item  of  $50  for  work  done  by  him  on  the  ship 
when  she  was  building  (v.  supra)  may  well  have  covered 
the  original  figurehead. 

The  Owners  of  the  Ship  Derby  to  Sam’l  Mclntire  Dr. 
To  an  8  ft.  figurehead  &c  @  30/—  pr  foot  $40 :  00 :  0 

to  pr.  Cat  faces  @12/—  2:0:0 

to  Journey  to  Boston  &  expenses  5 :  0:0 


Salem,  23**  July,  1806. 


$47:  0:0 


Rec’d  in  full  pay  for  my  father 
Sam‘  F.  Mclntire 


Settlement  of  Ship  Derby,  2"*  voyage  inwards. 

Benj.  Pickman  jun.  bill  3455.48 

Tim®  Williams  do.  2744.84 


$6280.32 
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Benj.  Pickman  junr  4/8 

3100.16 

Tim®  Williams 

3/8 

2325.12 

D.  L.  Pickman 

1/8 

775.04 

$6300.32 

Dr  Benjamin  Pickman  Jun' 

Cr 

4/8  Settlement 

3100.16 

His  Bill  3455.48 

T.  W. 

355.32 

$3455.48 

Dr  Timothy  Williams 

Cr 

3/8  Settlement 

2325.12 

His  Bill  2744.84 

D.  L.  P. 

775.04 

B.  P.  is  355.32 

$3100.16 

$3100.16 

Dr  Dudley  L.  Pickman 

Cr 

1/8  Settlement 

775.04 

:  T.  W.  775.04 

Boston,  26  July,  1806  E.E. 

Tim®  Williams 
Dudley  L,  Pickman 

The  a/c  Sales  of  the  tea,  cassia,  sinchaws,  and  Nan¬ 
keens  is  far  too  long  to  include  here. 

The  net  proceeds  amounted  to  $107,517.89  divided  in 
the  usual  proportions  among  the  three  parties.  Dated 
Aug.  21,  1806. 

The  Derby  had  arrived  in  Boston  the  31st  of  March, 
1806,  total  mileage  Canton  to  Boston  14,652  miles.  It  is 
evident  that  within  four  months  she  had  been  sold,  for  in 
the  Boston  Ship  Registers  the  following  is  found: 

(198)  Ship  Derby. 

Registered,  Aug.  20,  1806,  of  Boston,  Benjamin 
Swift,  Master,  James  &  Thomas  Lamb,  James 
&  Thomas  Perkins  &  Benjamin  Swift  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Owners. 

(384)  Registered,  Dec.  4,  1809,  James  &  Thomas 
H[andasyd]  Perkins  of  Boston,  Owners. 
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(385)  Registered,  Dec.  5,  1809,  James  Bennett,  Mas¬ 
ter,  George  Lyman,  James  &  Thomas  H.  Per¬ 
kins  &  William  Sturgis,  Owners. 

(268)  Registered,  Oct.  17,  1811,  Curtis  Holmes,  Mas¬ 
ter,  James  &  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  William 
Sturgis  &  Samuel  Tousy  of  Boston,  Owners. 

Messr*  Vallin,  Routh  &  Co.  write  to  D.  L.  Pickman,  Esq. 

Naples  the  27*'*  July  1806 

D.  L.  Pickman  Esq' 

Sir: — 

It  was  with  inexpressible  pleasure  that  we  learn’d  by  your 
very  agreable  letter  12'*'  April  of  your  safe  return  to  Salem 
from  the  East  Indies  and  that  you  had  accomplished  the 
Voyage  so  quick  without  encountering  any  of  the  accidents 
suffered  by  so  many  American  Ships  in  the  same  Trade.  We 
are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  as  yet  the  law  suit  with  the 
Ragusean  Captain  is  not  terminated.  The  Tribunal  left  the 
decision  to  two  Arbitrators  nominated  by  them,  whom  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  have  been  bribed  by  our  oponents 
as  their  report  has  been  very  unfavourable  saying  that  we 
ought  to  pay  the  Cap*  &  Crew  very  handsomely  for  contri¬ 
buting  towards  the  Salvation  of  such  a  rich  Cargo,  in  order 
to  encourage  people  on  similar  occasions  to  give  their  assist® 
we  have  of  course  complained  of  their  report  &  shall  endea¬ 
vour  to  get  it  referred  to  some  other  Tribunal  if  possible, 
altho’  the  first  decision  will  operate  always  against  us,  you 
may  however  depend  that  no  exertion  of  any  (kind)  shall 
be  wanting  to  have  it  finished  as  soon  as  the  dilatory  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  our  Tribunal  will  admit  of  it.  It  grieves  us  to 
Learn  that  on  unpacking  the  Boxes  of  Specie  you  found  a 
deficiency  of  127  Spanish  Dollars  but  as  they  passed  thro* 
so  many  hands  its  impossible  to  find  out  where  the  fraud 
was  committed.  We  coincide  with  you  in  thinking  it  most 
likely  to  have  happened  while  in  possession  of  the  Custom 
House  officers,  and  if  you  recollect  the  writer  went  onb**  with 
you  to  verify  some  boxes  that  had  remained  with  the  Custom¬ 
house  officers  the  whole  night,  but  wch  we  found  right  we 
are  particularly  thankful  to  you  for  your  friendly  present  of 
half  Chest  of  Gomee  (?)  Tea  as  is  likewise  our  M'  Vallin 
for  the  Tea  Caddies  &  Ivory  Fan  which  Messr*  Filichy  has 
promised  to  forward  us  as  soon  as  they  get  out  of  Quarantine. 
*  *  * 
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TWO  VOYAGES  OF  THE  SHIP  “dEEBY” 

The  Cask  of  Marsala  Wine  that  we  sent  your  father,  we 
crave  your  acceptance  of.  Mr  Vallin  is  in  the  Country  or 
otherwise  he  would  answer  your  very  friendly  Letter  by  this 
same  opprtunity. 

Vallin,  Kouth  &  Co. 

Naples  the  31®‘  Jan.  1807 

Dear  Sir: — 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  on  the  27^  July, 
1806  as  pr  copy  herewith  enclosed  and  having  at  pres¬ 
ent  an  opportunity  direct  for  Salem  by  Cap*  Chase  of 
the  ship  Packet  we  profit  thereby  to  enclose  you  an  authen¬ 
tic  decree  of  the  Tribunal  condemning  us  to  pay  the 
the  report  given  us  by  the  two  experts  Periti  appointed  by 
Eagusan  Cap*  (illegible)  D.  600  which  together  with 
D.251  for  Law  charges  from  Spanish  Dollars  697.52  from 
the  report  given  us  %  the  two  experts  periti  appointed  by 
the  Tribunal  to  examine  into  the  business  we  were  at  first 
condemned  to  pay  D.1200  but  as  we  had  reason  to  believe 
that  said  Periti  had  been  bribed  by  the  Lawyer  of  the  Ragu- 
sean  Cap*  we  made  an  Appeal  &  finally  got  it  reduced  to 
D.600  ($480).  It  grieves  us  very  much  to  pay  the  sum 
particularly  as  our  Lawyer  always  gave  us  to  understand 
that  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  of  losing  the  suit  (sic)  but 
where  Bribery  is  countenanced  what  can  be  expected? 

(The  rest  of  the  letter  concerns  merely  the  condition  of 
the  markets.) 

Vallin,  Routh  &  Co. 

Dr  Mr  Dudley  L.  Pickman  of  Salem  in  Acc*  Curr*  with 
Vallin,  Routh  &  Co. 
paid  to  M''  Scott  by  order  of  M'  Pick- 

man  2  sailors  left  in  the  Hospital  10.14 

for  144  ps.  Nankeens  found  deficient 

at  the  Lazzarett  @  $1.15  165.60 

for  loss  on  250  ps.  damaged  by  sea 
water  &  sold  @  $0.65  free  of 
duties  125. —  290.60 

Law  Suit  with  the  Ragusean  Cap*  pd 

him  by  Decree  of  Tribunal  600. — 

Lawyer’s  Charges  186. — 
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pd  for  one  half  the  two  Periti  by 

the  Tribunal  65. — 

851.— 

$1151.74 

Cr 

1807  By  our  dft  of  this  day  to  the  ord''  of 
Feb.  11  Mess”  Wm.  Gray  &  Benj“  Beckford 
$944.05  as  per  122  gwains  (?)  p' 

Dollar  $1151.74 


DERBY  SILVER. 

M'  Derby  To  Beni.  Burt 

1768  D*’ 

Aug.  19  To  1  Pair  Silver  Porringers  w* 

16  oz.  @  52  £41.19.6 

To  making  10 . 

To  1  Porring'  20. 

£71.19.6 

Supra  C"  By  Cash  40. 


£31.19.6 

Receiv’d  the  within  Contents  in  full 

John  Andrew  for  Benj.  Burt. 


MAKBLEHEAD  COMMONERS’  RECORDS, 
1652-1710. 


The  following  records  constitute  Volume  II  of  the 
Marblehead  records  in  the  Town  Clerk’s  office.  The  first 
volume  is  already  in  print.  ^  This  installment  contains 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  lands  and  early 
land  grants.  It  covers  substantially  the  same  period  up 
to  1683  as  the  first  volume,  but  carries  the  record  beyond 
that  date  into  the  eighteenth  century.  So  from  1683  to 
1710,  it  is  the  only  record  of  Marblehead  town  proceed¬ 
ings  in  existence.  The  records  of  town  meetings  and  of 
the  selectmen  from  1683  to  1721  have  been  lost. 


[1]  may  19***  1652  At  a  town  metting  this  day  — 
Richard  Norman  senior  hath  pasd  over  unto  Markline 
Huckstabl  on  Cows  Lees  of  the  thre  he  had  in  the  faerm 
to  him  the  Saied  marklin  huckstabl  and  and  his  hears  for 
ever  for  a  valluabl  Consideration  he  aknowledges  to  have 
Resaived  in  hand 

This  day  granted  to  Gorg  Chine  by  a  town  metting  A 
parsill  of  Land  that  is  to  Say  the  westermost  hill  that 
Lieth  befor  John  gachells  being  two  Ackors  more  or  Less; 
to  him  and  his  hears  for  ever - 

This  day  it  is  granted  to  Thomas  Dixe  a  quorter  of  an 
acker  of  Land  and  to  be  Laied  out  by  the  7  men 

Aprill  11,  1653  Henerie  Combs  ^uld  and  delivered 
unto  John  Legg  a  Cowes  Lease  which  was  purchased  of 
Samuell  [Comes  then]  unto  the  Saied  John  Legg  and 
his  heaiers  for  ever 

Julie  28th  1684  at  a  metting  of  the  Comoners  and  pro- 
prioters  Legally  wrned  thay  mutually  agree  that  the  Cows 
Leas  above  mentioned  Sould  by  henerie  Comes  to  John 
Legg  senior  shall  be  f relie  Inioyed  by  Leuetent  John 
Legg  and  his  heaiers  for  ever 

[2]  Jun  18th  anno  1657 

At  a  generall  town  mettinge  it  is  granted  to  John 
Bennett  half  an  aker  of  Land  Joyning  to  John  Lions  to 

1  See  E.  I.  Hist.  Coll.,  vol.  59,  1933. 

(68) 
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be  Laied  out  by  the  :  7 :  men  Fransis  Johnson  and  mr 
maverick  Laied  it  out 

Allsoe  it  is  granted  to  John  hudson  an  equall  propor¬ 
tion  of  Land  for  the  Cartway  that  nmeth  through  his 
Land  at  the  Judgment  of  the  Seven  men 

Allsoe  it  is  granted  to  John  Northy  that  Swampe  that 
Lieth  betwen  his  Land  and  william  nicks  in  Lew  of  a 
Cartway  and  allsoe  the  Swampe  that  Lieth  bettwen  John 
Hudsons  and  his  Land  in  Lewe  of  that  on  the  northest 
of  that  is  one  the  other  sied  of  the  Cartway  and  Laied 
out  by  John  Bartoll  and  John  peach  Junior 

November  16th  1657  At  this  mettinge  theaier  was  given 
to  Robert  Brookes  a  Small  parsell  of  Land  betwen  his 
ould  house  and  his  new  to  be  Laied  out  by  the  townsmen 

[3]  Augustt  14^“  1658 

The  Town  hath  granted  to  Richard  Rowland  That 
he  shall  remove  his  fence  which  Lieth  one  the  head  of  his 
Loott  on  the  Comons  side  from  the  plaes  the  fence  now 
stands  to  the  tope  of  the  Rocke  that  is  next  to  his  ould 
fence  as  it  is  apointed  by  the  men  Chosen  for  that  pur- 
pos - 

August  8th  1659  Agred  bettwen  John  gachell  and  Cris- 
tover  Codner  for  a  parsell  of  Land  Lieing  and  Joyning 
to  Cristover  Codners  Land  at  the  head  of  the  Saied 
Cristover  Codners  Land  soe  fur  as  the  partion  fence  goeth 
betwen  the  Land  of  the  Saied  Cristover  Codner  and  John 
Gachell  at  the  head  of  the  Saied  Codners  Land  and  Soe 
straight  out  as  fur  as  the  Saie[d]  Gachells  Land  goeth  the 
Cart  way  not  to  be  hindred  all  that  is  to  the  Estward  of 
this  Lien  the  Saied  Gachell  hath  Sould  to  the  Saied  Cod¬ 
ner  and  his  heaiers  for  Ever  only  the  Cartway  is  not  to 
be  taken  in. 

Augst  8th  1659  The  town  hath  given  to  mr  Croad 
leave  to  buielld  a  warhouse  in  the  Cove  Comonlie  Called 
mr  mavericks  Cove  in  any  plaece  that  is  Conveniant  for 
that  purpos  not  being  preiuditiall  to  the  town 

John  Croads  warhous  sold  to  mr  maverick  and  mave¬ 
rick  to  Richard  [Reith]  in  [Libertie] 

[4]  August  8th  1659  it  is  granted  to  Samuell  Ward 
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Coop[er]  Libertie  to  buielld  a  warhous  shopp  for  his  Im- 
ployment  under  the  Rock  before  mr  waltowns  hous  wheor 
mr  mungies  worke  house  stood  being  onlie  for  a  shop 
nao.  14  [1659/60]  Ann  Garred  Deliverd  and  asigned 
all  the  right  titall  and  interest  which  was  the  Inheritance 
of  her  father  John  Rusells  in  this  town  to  Richard  Read 
and  his  heares  for  ever  by  turning  upp  a  tirffe  aeording 
to  Law  it  being  by  estimation  twoe  ackers  mor  or  Lese 
and  this  was  donn  in  the  presents  of  us  John  Bartoll  and 
John  peach  Junior  Towns  men 

Allsoe  Richard  Read  did  Condesend  before  us  that 
Samuell  Cundie  shall  have  the  halfend  eall  of  the  Saied 
purchas  he  making  pay  for  it  aeording  to  agrement — 
Wittnes  John  Bartoll 

John  peach  Junior 

[5]  morch  15th  1670:71  The  townsmen  have  sold 
unto  waiter  Bosen  A  Smaell  parsell  of  Land  Joyning  un¬ 
to  henerie  Tribitt  it  is  allredy  bounded  out  for  the  which 
he  is  to  pay  unto  the  Comoners  the  Sum  of  thre  pounds 
Aprill  10  1671  In  referanc  to  mr  Leachis  suitt  for  a 
parsell  of  Land  it  is  agread  by  the  Comoners  that  the 
Saied  Leach  shall  have  a  grant  of  and  inioy  that  Small 
parsell  of  La[nd]  adioyning  unto  John  Hoopers  runing 
downe  to  the  Sea  siede  providid  the  Saied  Leach  shall 
teach  frelie  fieve  of  the  poor  Children  of  the  town  to 
Read  such  as  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  Judge  mett  in 
theare  discretion 

The  Townsmen  with  them  apoiented  to  Joyn  with 
the[m]  have  Laied  out  Severall  porsells  of  Land  unto 
Severall  porsons  as  aer  heorunderwritten 
Imprimis  To  william  pow  a  parsell  of  Land  as  it  was 
boundid  by  the  parsons  apoiented  for  that 
busines  the  Land  Lieth  betwen  Gorg  God- 
fries  and  phillip  hardens  for  which  he  is  to  li  s  d 
pay  the  sum  of  001  [45]  00 

Laied  out  to  Samuell  Morgin  a  parsill  of] 

Land  Lieng  at  the  northwest  End  of  Elias  | 

Hendlies  ground  the  Land  is  Laied  out  20  [  002  00  00 

foot  on  way  and  19  foot  the  other  fori 
which  he  is  to  pay  the  Sum  of  J 
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Laied  out  to  John  Gachell  senior  a  parsilll 

of  Land  which  Lieth  befor  his  now  dwell-}- 

ing  hous  for  which  he  is  to  pay  the  sum  of  J  001  00  00 

Laied  out  to  Erosamus  Jaems  a  parsell  of] 

Land  for  which  he  is  to  pay  the  Sum  of}-  002  00  00 
the  Land  Lieth  neor  the  Cove  by  John] 

Leggs  garden  J 

[6]  Janvorie  11th  1671  it  is  agread  that  mr  John 
deverix  and  John  Gachell  senior  aer  impowred  to  Lay 
out  to  Robert  Bartlott  four  ackors  of  Land  upon  the  neck 
whear  it  will  be  Conveniant  for  him  and  not  prieuditiall 

to  the  town  or  to  any  partickular  mans  proprietie - 

this  was  in  Lew  of  4  ackors  granted  to  on  wockfield  now 

bought  by  Robert  Bartlot - 

1671  Janvorie  12  att  a  metting  of  the  Selectmen  with 
the  other  parsons  Chosen  by  the  town  to  Sell  and  Laie 
out  the  town  Land  They  have  Sold  and  Laied  out  a  par- 
sell  of  Land  to  John  Bartlott  a  hous  plott  and  garden 
plott  as  it  is  now  staked  out  to  him  and  doe  heorby  grant 
to  him  and  his  heaiers  for  ever  all  the  towns  right  to  the 
Saied  Land  Joyning  to  william  woods  his  Land  on  the 
south  west  the  Land  that  was  mr  Bonds  to  the  northwest 
the  Cartway  to  goe  betwixt  his  hous  and  garden  the  Saied 
John  Bartlott  is  to  pay  to  the  Selectmen  on  theair  order 
the  Sum  of  fivtie  shillings  in  in  mony  at  or  befor  the 
tenth  of  aprill  next  insuing  which  will  be  in  the  year  1672 
Sould  to  Richard  norman  a  parsell  of  Land  Lieng  near 
his  hous  as  it  is  now  bounded  by  the  men  apoiented  for 
that  work  the  Land  is  thus  bounded  with  twoe  Rocks  at 
the  southest  End  and  a  porsell  of  Rocks  at  the  west  and 
northwest  End  and  the  highwayes  on  both  sieds  the  Saied 
Land  is  sould  to  him  and  his  heaiers  for  ever  for  which 
he  is  to  pay  the  Select  men  or  theaier  order  at  or  befor 
the  tenth  of  oprill  next  which  will  be  in  the  year  1672 
the  Sum  of  fortie  shillings  in  sillver 

[71  Janvorie  12  1671  Sold  To  Thomas  Powsland  a 
parsill  of  Land  Lieng  betwixt  John  Leggs  Junior  and 
John  Pittmans  house  with  the  highwaie  towards  the 
Southest  for  which  he  hath  paied  fivetie  shillings  which 
is  full  satisfaction  for  saied  Land 
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morch  15th  1672/3  Theair  is  granted  to  doctor  Richard 
Knott  a  parsill  of  Swomp  Lieng  neor  Henerie  Trevitts 
Land  as  it  shall  be  Laied  out  by  the  Selectmen  with  mr 
mosis  maverick  John  peach  Senior  John  Peach  Junior 
the  which  Swamp  he  is  to  Inioy  and  his  heaiers  for  ever 
if  he  Live  and  die  in  the  town  and  follow  his  imploy- 
ment  of  a  docktor  duering  his  naturall  Liefe  in  the  town 
but  if  he  shall  remove  out  of  the  town  then  the  town  aer 
to  give  him  satisfaction  for  his  fence  acording  as  it  shall 
be  vallued  and  the  Land  to  return  to  the  town  agaien 

Theaier  is  granted  to  Samll  Ward  an  ackor  of  that 
Swamp  which  Lieth  befor  thomas  Ellis  his  Land  and 
Jaems  wa[tts]  to  be  Laied  out  by  the  Selectmen  with  the 
men  above  mentioned:  morch  24th  1678/79 

Then  at  a  generall  Town  metting  itt  was  thus  Con- 
clueded  that  as  to  the  grant  abov  spesefied  as  to  mr  Sam- 
uell  Wards  Grant  of  his  Land  the  Sole  and  proper  use 
of  the  saied  Land  is  to  him  and  his  heai[ers]  ffor  ever 
Wee  The  Subscribers  have  Received  of  John  Bartlett  of 
This  Town[e]  Twenty  &  five  shillings  mony  for  The  Use 
of  the  Commoners  being  Soe  Tniuchl  dew  unto  Them  by 
Bill  for  The  spott  or  piece  of  Grownde  or  Rockes  [or] 
Borne,  (Neare  his  Dwelleing  house  in  this  Towne)  now 
standes  for  which  hee  is  To  Injoye  The  Same  for  him  & 
his  Heires  for  Ever,  Wittness  our  hands  att  Marblehead 
Aprill  10th  1701 

Wittness  John  Browne  Cler.  John  Legg 
To  The  Commoners  &  Towne  Richard  Reith 

Archibald  Ferguson 
James  dennes 

[8]  morch  31st  1673  at  a  generall  Town  metting  Lea- 
gally  womed  Its  agred  that  the  Land  Laied  out  by  the 
Selecttmen  &  others  form  erlie  Chosen  to  Laie  it  out  for 
a  pasture  for  mr  Chevers  which  Lyeth  betwixt  the  two 
hills  nere  the  millpond  by  estimation  two  ackors  the  Town 
doth  frely  give  the  pastore  unto  mr  Samuell  Chevers  to 
Injoy  it  to  him  &  his  heires  for  ever  he  fensing  it  uppon 
his  owne  Cost  &  Charge  &  the  Town  to  be  ffreed  from 
the  former  agrement  Consarning  a  horse  pasture  and  fenc¬ 
ing  of  it 
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Jun  19th  1673 — Theor  was  this  daie  Laied  out  for  Leift 
Samll  Ward  by  Estimation  on  a  cher  of  the  Swamp  be¬ 
twixt  Thomas  Ellis  &  Jaems  watts  aoording  to  a  town 
grant  the  15th  of  march  Last  by  the  men  apoi[nted]  to 
Lay  it  out  bounded  as  followeth  from  a  great  Round 
Rocke  at  the  Southest  Comer  of  Elias  Fortins  house  over 
the  Swamp  to  a  sharp  Rocke  under  the  great  Rocke  on 
the  S:  E  sied  of  the  Swamp  Leaving  two  pooles  betwixt 
Jaems  watts  his  now  ston  wall  &  the  Saied  bounds  which 
two  pooll  is  for  a  high  way  the  Saied  bounds  goe  under 
the  great  Rocke  untill  you  Come  N.a:  flatt  Rocke  by  the 
Swamps  sied  agaienst  the  Corner  of  John  Leggs  fence 
and  Soe  over  the  Swamp  upon  a  straight  Line  to  the 
midell  ston  wall  that  parts  Thomas  Ellis  &  Elias  Forten 
thear  ground  &  soe  Easterlie  along  Elias  fortun  ston  wall 
to  the  great  Round  Rocke  whear  the  bounds  begun 
[9]  August  15  1673  The  Comoners  have  sold  unto 
Samuell  Nickollson  and  Joseph  nickolson  a  parsell  of 
Land  by  Estimation  on  accor  more  or  Les  as  it  was  Laied 
out  the  28th  day  of  Julie  Last  the  Saied  Land  is  in  equall 
halfs  betwixt  the  Saied  Samll  &  Joseph  Nickolson  for 
which  Land  the  Saied  Comoners  doe  aknowledg  to  have 
resaived  the  Sum  of  seven  pounds  in  sillver 

at  the  same  time  Theair  was  sould  and  Laied  out  unto 
Joh  Gatchell  Senior  a  parsell  of  Land  on  which  the  new 
frame  now  stands  thirtie  foot  at  the  East  end  of  the  frame 
and  twentie  foote  at  the  west  End  and  six  foote  on  each 
side  of  the  saied  frame  the  wholl  Length  of  the  Land  for 
which  he  hath  paied  to  the  Comoners  twentie  shillings 
att  the  Same  time  The  Comoners  doe  aknowledg  to 
have  resaived  of  Mr.  Mosis  Maverick  the  Sum  of  foure 
pounds  in  sillver  which  is  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  wholle 
Necke  of  Land  whear  Ambros  Gaells  now  makes  his  fish 
for  which  Sum  the  saied  mr  maverick  is  to  enioy  the  saied 
Neck  of  Land  to  him  &  his  heaiers  for  ever 
^Highway  to  the  Ifort  excepted,  &  ye  ffort  it  selfe 

morch  15th  1674/5  mr  maverick  mr  Reddin  mr  Latti- 
more  John  Peach  Junior  Erosamus  Jaems  and  Robert 
Bartlott  aer  Chosen  as  a  Comitte  and  desired  to  bring  in 
2  Apparently  added  at  a  later  date  than  original  record. 


r 
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a  List  of  the  naems  and  prevelidge  of  each  person  in 
morblhead  that  aer  Consarned  in  the  Last  order  made 
by  the  Court  octobr  7“*  1674  Consorning  the  Comoners 
and  bring  it  in  agaienst  the  next  generall  town  metting 

[10]  at  a  generall  Town  metting  morch  27““  1675 
Its  agred  that  this  List  of  the  names  and  privellidges 
granted  to  each  parson  brought  in  and  publickly  read  and 
amounting  to  the  number  of  on  hundred  and  nientie  one 
Comonedges  shall  be  entred  on  Reckord  in  the  town  book 
That  Everie  partickular  parson  may  know  his  owne  par- 
tickular  privelidg: 

mr  mosis  maverick  Erasamus  Jaems  Robert  Bartloot  and 
John  Brimblcom  [are]  Chosen  to  see  the  saied  List  Entred 
in  the  town  book  together  with  the  order  of  the  Generall 
Court 

Att  a  Generall  Court  held  at  Boston  octobr  7***  1674 
To  the  Honerabl  generall  Court  now  Asembled  at  boston 
we  whoes  naems  aer  heorunto  subscribed  being  apoiented 
by  the  Court  of  asistants  to  heor  and  give  in  our  deter¬ 
mination  about  the  differance  betwixt  the  Comoners  and 
non  Comoners  of  marblhead  do  agre  as  followeth  [viz] 
That  the  order  which  thos  that  shell  themselves  Comoners 
made  in  the  yeor  sixten  hundred  fortie  and  Seven  shall 
stand  [good]  &  thay  to  inioy  thos  Comons  as  it  was  then 
orderid :  and  stands  upon  Record  in  there  town  book  made 
on  the  tenth  of  Aprill  in  the  year  abovsaied  and  doe  alow 
thos  Comoners  Each  partickular  hous  of  them  on  Cow 
Comons  more 

2dlie  we  doe  further  agre  that  all  thos  fivten  or  sixten 
houses  which  weare  built  in  marblhead  befor  the  year 
1660  shall  be  a  [lowed]  on  Cowe  Comons  and  a  half  which 
weore  brought  to  us  in  a  partickular  List  we  say  to  Each 
house  on  Comon  and  a  half 

3dHe  we  doe  further  agree  that  unto  everie  Remaining 
dwelling  house  now  in  marblhead  at  this  presant  day  shall 
have  Comon  apesse  and  that  all  thos  Comons  which  are 
apfropriated]  to  Each  hous  throuout  the  wholle  town 
shall  not  be  sould  [from]  the  house 

4thlie  what  Swamps  or  Lands  the  Comoners  have  apro- 
priated  to  them  sellves  shall  be  voyd  and  ly  unto  Comons 
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tfurtliermore  we  agree  that  the  Charge  that  the  Court  of 
asistants  did  hend  for  the  non  Comoners  thoes  whoe  are 
Calld  The  Comoners  shall  pay  and  that  the  Charg  of  the 
Comitioners  shall  be  paied  by  the  Comoners  and  non 

Comoners  Eaqually  William  Hathorn 

the  Court  do  aprove  Signed  Richard  [Prince] 

of  this  Returne  and  Gorg  Corwine 

order  it  to  be  recorded  Henerie  Barthollmy 
as  a  finall  setellment  Thomas  Laighton 

thearof  John  Cor  [wine] 

Joseph  Grafton 

[11]  Desember  11  1677  The  Select  men  with  the 
other  men  Impowred  by  the  Towne  to  Lay  out  and  Sell 
Small  parsells  of  Land  for  house  Lootts  not  preiuditiall 
to  the  towne  or  pertick[ular]  persons:  have  sould  unto 
Thomas  Candidge  a  Small  parsell  of  Land  Bounded  at 
the  East  with  william  woods  wall  with  twoe  brier  bushis 
to  the  westword  and  twoe  brier  bushis  to  the  Southword 
and  from  that  brier  bush  Estward  to  william  woods  wall 
for  which  Land  he  hath  paied  unto  Liuetenant  Richard 
Norman  twentie  five  shillings  in  Sillver  for  which  mony 
saied  Norman  is  to  pay  unto  the  towne  on  demand  or  to 
give  them  a  satisfactory  acount 

The  Select  men  with  the  other  men  Impo[wred]  by  the 
Towne  to  Lay  out  and  sell  Small  parsell  [s]  [of]  Land  for 
house  Lootts  not  preiuditiall  to  towne  [or]  partickular 
parsons:  have  sold  unto  Samuell  meritt  a  small  parsill  of 
Land  on  the  backsied  of  his  house  betwixt  the  highway 
next  his  house  and  the  ston  wall  as  boundid  for  which  he 
is  to  pay  unto  the  Towne  fiveten  shillings  Item  whearas 
theor  was  a  Small  peece  of  Land  for  to  sett  a  house  one 
near  unto  the  Land  that  was  Samuell  Cundies  granted 
unto  mathew  Salter  in  the  year  167  [7]  by  the  Selectmen 
and  acordinglie  Laied  out 

I  the  saied  mathew  Salter  doth  aknowledg  that  I  have 
sould  and  deliverid  the  saied  Land  unto  Cristover  Huck- 
stable  and  to  his  Heaiers  and  asignes  for  Ever  as  witt- 
nise  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  aprill  in  the  year  1680 

the  mork  of 
mathew  M  Salter 


Test  Richard  Knott  Cler 
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[12]  Att  a  metting  of  the  Selectmen  Samll  Ward 
was  Chosen  to  mett  with  the  Select  men  of  Salem  to  agre 
about  the  mending  and  Setelling  the  Charge  of  the  Bridg 
and  Cawsway  at  forist  River  which  was  agreed  as  fol- 
lowith 

1681  Febowrorie  4  It  is  mutually  agreed^  betwen  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town  Salem  In  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
the  on  portie  and  Captn  Samuell  Ward  by  order  of  the 
Select  men  of  morblhead  and  in  behalf  of  the  Towne  of 
marblhed  on  the  other  partie  that  the  bridg  over  forist 
River  and  the  Cawsway  belonging  thearunto  shall  forth¬ 
with  be  Repaierid  and  the  Charg  to  be  Equally  bourn  be¬ 
twen  the  abovesaied  To^vns  vidy  Salem  on  half  part  and 
marblhead  the  other  half  part  and  that  it  shall  be  maien- 
taiened  from  tiem  toe  tiem  and  at  all  tiemes  as  theare 
may  be  ocation  Eaither  to  Inlarg  or  Repaier  the  Saem 
upon  the  Saem  Condition  as  aforsaied  Each  Towne  beor- 
ing  the  on  half  part  thearof  — 

Salem  24***:  11:  81  John  Hathom  in 

This  is  a  true  Copie  the  naem  and  by 

of  the  agrement  order  of  the  Selectmen — 

with  the  Selectmen 
of  Salem  — 

[13]  1682  August  8th  The  Selectmen  with  thos 
apoiented  to  Joyn  with  them  have  sold  to  John  Abitt 
twentie  twoe  foot  of  Land  in  Length  and  twentie  foot  in 
bredth  Lieng  at  the  East  End  of  his  Land  he  now  inioyeth 
to  be  frelie  inioyed  by  him  and  his  heaiers  for  ever  for 
which  he  hath  paied  the  Sum  of  ten  shillings  in  full  sat¬ 
isfaction 

1682  Septembr  4th  Att  a  metting  of  the  Selectmen 
with  them  Chosen  to  Joyne  with  them 

it  was  agreed  with  John  Stasie  for  Roome  to  sett  a  shoop 
upon  the  Rocke  betwen  John  Codners  fence  and  Richards 

3  The  agreement  seems  to  be  a  compromise  resulting  from 
a  petition  of  the  Marblehead  Selectmen  dated  Dec.  1,  1681  to 
the  Quarterly  Court  at  Salem.  The  petition  also  contains  a 
reference  to  the  Coy  Pond  land  which  explains  the  language 
of  the  record  of  April  7,  1690.  Records  and  Files  of  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Courts  of  Essex  County,  Vol.  VIII,  p.  220. 
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stage  provided  it  be  not  preiuditiall  to  Richard  reeds 
washing  and  Carinsr  up  fish  the  bounds  are  fourten  foot 
fronting  to  the  sea  and  twentie  foot  up  and  down  to  the 
Seaword  provided  it  doe  not  damnefie  the  high  way  above 
it:  for  which  he  hath  paied  the  Sum  of  twentie  shillings 
Att  the  Saeme  time  sold  to  John  Bartoll  Junior  a  parsell 
of  Land  and  Rocks  boundid  with  the  highway  upon  the 
Northwest  the  Comons  upon  the  Southwest  John  Codners 
fish  fenc  upon  the  southest  a  Rocke  upon  the  northest: 
the  Land  is  Seven  poolls  to  the  Southwest  five  pools  to  the 
southestt  thre  pools  to  the  North  [east]  and  five  pools  to 
the  Northwest  for  which  Land  he  hath  paied  the  Sum  of 
twentie  shillings  which  is  in  full  what  it  was  sold  for  the 
Land  is  sold  to  him  and  his  heaiers  for  ever: 

[14]  Septembr  4th  1682  Sould  by  the  parsons  as  on 
the  other  siede  to  J aems  meritt  a  parsell  of  Land  in  marbl- 
head  boundid  with  highway  upon  the  Southest  the  fenc 
of  thomas  Pittman  upon  the  Northwest  Henerie  Rusell 
upon  the  west  the  Land  is  five  pooll  from  Samuell  meritts 
wall  along  the  highway:  four  pooll  and  half  to  to  thomas 
Pittmans  wall  Leaving  a  highway  betwen  Henerie  Rusells 
J^and  and  Jaems  meritts  Land  and  the  Rest  of  the  Land 
is  bounded  as  the  fenc  now  runs:  and  for  this  Land  soe 
boundid  the  Saied  merirtt  hath  paied  the  Sum  of  twellve 
shillings  which  is  full  satisfaction  for  the  saied  Land  and 
the  Land  is  f relie  sould  to  Jaems  meritt  and  his  heaiers 
for  Ever 

Sold  John  Legroe  a  parsill  of  Land  and  Rocks  Lieng  and 
being  in  morblhead  boundid  six  rodd  southest  agaienst 
the  Highway  four  Rood  and  half  to  the  Northest  five 
Rood  to  the  westward  for  which  Land  the  Saied  Legroe 
hath  paied  the  Sum  of  tenn  shillings  and  the  Land  is 
sould  to  him  and  his  heaiers  for  Ever  the  Land  Lieth  be¬ 
twen  Samuell  meritt  John  hooper  and  vinson  stilson  his 
hous 

Laied  out  and  sould  to  Edword  hoeman  Junior  a  small 
parsell  of  Land  betwen  Richard  Hawlies  hous  and  william 
Bartolls  gorden  as  it  was  Bounded  by  Select  men  with 
those  Chosen  to  Joyn  with  them  for  which  he  hath  paied 
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the  Sum  of  ten  shillings  for  full  satisfaction  and  to  Inioy 
the  Land  for  himself  and  his  heaiers  for  Ever 

[15]  Desembr  22  1682  The  Selectmen  with  those 
apoiented  to  Joyn  with  them  have  ageed  with  Robert 
Bartlett  and  Joseph  Nicholson  as  followeth 

That  thay  the  Saied  Bartlett  and  Nicholson  shall  for 
themselves  theaier  heaiers  and  suchsesers  frelie  Inioy  all 
that  Land  by  them  now  posesed  and  Ochupied  Joyning 
to  theare  stage  Lieng  and  being  in  morblhcad  betwen  the 
fence  of  John  Codner  upon  the  north  and  Northest  and 
the  fence  of  william  Nich  upon  the  southwest  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  Saied  Land  with  all  the  previledges  and  apur- 
tenances  thearuntoe  belonging  for  on  hundred  years  and 
a  day  thay  the  Saied  Robert  Bartlett  and  Joseph  Nichol¬ 
son  or  theor  Suchsesers  paying  ten  shillings  a  year  to  the 
Towne  of  morblhead  or  whom  thay  shall  apoynt  to  Re- 
saive  the  saeme  and  in  Caes  of  non  payment  by  the  par¬ 
ties  abovesaied  upon  the  25th  of  march  yearlie  then  this 
Leas  to  be  voyd  and  of  non  Efeet  the  first  paiement  to  be 
maede  the  25th  of  march  1684:  and  for  the  true  per¬ 
formance  hearof  we  have  Sett  toe  our  hands  the  day  and 

yeor  above  written -  Robart  Bartlett 

Testett  Samll  Ward  Recorder  his  morh 

Joseph  N  nicholson 

[16]  Desembr  22^  1682  at  a  metting  of  the  Select¬ 
men  with  those  Chosen  to  Joyn  with  them  thay  have  ageed 
with  Richard  Reed  as  followeth 

Thay  have  Leased  to  Richard  Read  all  that  parsell  of 
Land  that  is  now  improved  by  him  Joyning  to  John  Cod¬ 
ner  upon  the  Southwest  the  highway  upon  the  Northeast 
the  marsh  of  John  Codner  upon  the  Northwest  and  the 
highway  upon  the  Southest  to  have  and  to  hold  the  Saied 
Land  for  himself  his  heaiers  and  suchsesers  for  the  full 
term  of  on  hundred  years  and  a  day:  the  Saied  Reed  his 
heaiers  and  suchsesers  paying  to  the  Town  of  marblhead 
the  Sum  of  twentie  shillings  a  year  or  to  whom  thay  shall 
apoient  and  in  Caes  of  non  paiement  upon  the  25th  day 
of  march  yeorlie  then  this  Leas  to  stand  voyd  and  of  non 
Efeet  the  first  payment  to  be  paied  upon  the  25th  day 
of  march  1684  and  for  the  true  parformance  hearof  the 
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Saied  Richord  Reed  hath  Sett  to  his  hand  Richeord  Reed 
Testett  Samll  Ward  Recorder 

Att  a  Commoners  &  pro’>rietrs  Meetteing  Legally  warned. 
Att  marblehead  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Aprill  1698 
Itt  was  Acknoledged  by  mr.  Richard  Reed  That  The  above 
Lease  is  Forfitted,  by  Reason  of  not  payement,  as  is 
Therain  Mentioned  Ambrose  Gale  Clark 

1682  Jenewowrie  5th  The  Selectmen  with  them  Chosen 
to  Joyne  with  them  Thay  have  Leased  to  Andrew  tucker 
all  that  Land  that  he  hath  now  inclosed  for  a  fishfence: 
for  on  hundred  years  and  a  day  the  Land  is  bounded 
with  a  fence  of  ston  wall  which  Land  Saied  Tucker  is  to 
Inioy  for  himself  and  his  sucksesers  untill  the  term  of 
on  hundred  years  and  a  day  be  expired  he  the  Saied 
Tucker  or  his  sucksesers  paying  the  Selectt  men  or  thear 
order  the  Sum  of  ten  shilling  a  yeor  duering  the  saied 
tieme  and  in  Caes  of  Refusall  or  non  payment  by  saied 
Tucker  or  his  sucksesers  upon  the  25th  of  march  in  the 
year  1684:  and  soe  yeorlie  then  the  Land  is  to  return  to 
the  Towne  agaien  and  for  the  true  performanc  heorof  he 

hath  Sett  to  his  hand -  his  mork 

wittnes  Samll  Ward  Recorder  Andrew  tucker 
[17]  Jeneworie  17th  1682  Sold  and  Laied  out  by  the 
Select  men  with  them  apoiented  by  the  Town  to  Joyne 
with  them 

to  Andrew  Tucker  a  porsell  of  Land  on  the  neck  being 
four  pooll  wied  southwerd  from  his  fish  fenc  begining  at 
the  banck  next  the  sea  and  soe  to  run  upword  twentie 
twoe  pools  in  Length  Leaving  twoe  pools  for  a  Cartway 
the  Land  Lieth  neor  south  and  by  East  which  taekes  in 
his  twoe  houses  now  buielt  upon  Saied  Land  for  which 
Land  and  the  uese  of  his  fish  yard  to  the  25th  of  march 
next  he  the  saied  tucker  hath  given  the  Select  men  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Town  a  bill  of  thre  ponds  mony  in  full  satis¬ 
faction  for  the  above  saied  Land  the  fish  yard  onlie  ex- 
epted  which  is  other  waies  agreed  for 

4  This  paragraph  was  written  over  the  words — Testett  Samll 
Ward  Recorder — as  if  it  were  entered  later  than  the  original 
matter. 
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®the  Land  Laied  out  to  the  said  tuckers  sucksers  by  the 
Commitey  apinted  the  fish  fence  exepted  is  ten  poles 
Norest  and  fouer  poles  Norwest  ten  pies  South  west  fouer 
poles  South  East  which  is  a  qrter  of  an  acker  the  3  Day 
of  febrey  1724/5 

Attest  Richard  Reith  Commonrs  Clarke 

Sould  To  Richard  wiese  a  quorter  of  an  ackor  of  Land 
on  the  Neck  Joyning  to  Andrew  Tucker  and  soe  to  Run 
to  the  Southword  of  Tuckers  Southermost  bounds  for 
which  he  hath  paied  the  Sum  of  twentie  shillings  in  full 
satisfaction 

“this  Land  of  Richard  Wises  is  Laied  out  and  Boundead 
by  the  Commiety  apinted  as  folowers  which  is  to  the  Nor 
West  two  pole  wide  to  the  fish  fence  &  Nor  est  ouf  twenty 
poles  in  south  boundead  upon  tuckrs  and  Skiners  Land 
&  south  East  [two]  poles  bounded  to  Skinrs  grand  & 
[south]  West  twenty  poles  bounded  upon  [Skinrs]  grand 
which  is  the  qrter  an  acker  this  3  day  febrey  172  [4/5] 

Attest  Richard  Reith  Comns  Cla[rk] 

Sould  John  Searll  a  parsell  of  Land  upon  the  neck  boundid 
with  Andrew  tucker  upon  th[e]  northeast  John  Pedricks 
fish  fenc  upon  the  Southwest  the  harbour  upon  the  north¬ 
west  and  the  highway  on  the  southest  the  Land  is  five 
pooll  and  half  wide  and  six  pooll  Long  for  which  Land 
the  Saied  John  Serll  hath  paied  the  Sum  of  twentie  shill¬ 
ings  which  is  full  sattisfaction  for  saied  Land 

6  Apparently  added  at  a  later  date  than  original  record. 
(To  be  continued) 


LETTER  OF  GOVERNOR  ST.  JOHN  OF  KANSAS 
TO  WILLIAM  CHASE  OF  SALEM,  RELATIVE 
TO  THE  FAMOUS  MRS.  COMSTOCK  CASE. 


Governor  John  Pierce  St.  John  was  one  of  the  early 
ardent  prohibitionists  in  Kansas  and  kept  the  state  in 
the  dry  column  for  many  years.  Later  he  campaigned 
against  liquor  in  other  states  and,  running  on  a  prohibi¬ 
tion  ticket  in  New  York,  was  blamed  by  the  Republicans 
for  deflecting  many  votes  from  that  party  thereby  helping 
to  elect  President  Grover  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Comstock,  whose  cause  he  supported,  was  an  English 
Quaker,  who  was  a  power  in  temperance  and  reform  in 
the  sixties,  seventies  and  eighties.  During  the  great 
migration  of  the  negroes  to  Kansas  in  1880,  she  probably 
did  more  to  alleviate  their  distress  and  suffering  than 
anyone  else.  She  was  a  gifted  speaker  and  preacher. 
Criticism  of  her  work  by  the  opposition  is  vigorously  dis¬ 
credited  by  Governor  St.  John  in  the  following  letter  to 
William  Chase,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Salem  Month¬ 
ly  Meeting  of  Friends : 

State  of  Kansas 
Executive  Department 

Topeka,  March  12,  1880 

William  Chase, 

Salem,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  9th  in¬ 
stant,  which  has  just  been  received.  It  affords  me  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  reports  deroga¬ 
tory  to  Mrs.  Comstock,  in  my  judgment,  are  wholly  with¬ 
out  foundation.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  reports 
were  not  circulated  until  after  she  had  left  here  for  a  visit 
to  her  home  in  Michigan,  and  that,  before  a  week  had 
elapsed,  the  stories  had  been  practically  retracted.  I  have 
known  Mrs.  Comstock  only  about  five  months,  during 
which  time  she  has  been  actively  engaged  in  connection 
with  the  Relief  Association  of  this  place.  It  may  be  well 
for  me  to  state  here  that  I  have  not  at  present,  and  have 
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not  had  for  some  six  months  past,  any  official  connection 
whatever  with  the  Association ;  but  I  have  had  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  being  familiar  with  its  work,  have  closely  watched 
Mrs.  Comstock’s  connection  therewith,  and  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tancy  in  saying  that  her  every  act,  and  I  think  her  every 
thought,  has  been  that  of  a  pure,  upright,  noble  Christian 
woman.  While  it  is  true  that,  at  present,  the  Association 
has  several  thousand  dollars  of  funds  on  hand,  yet  it  is 
equally  true  that,  at  times,  within  the  last  five  months, 
and  since  Mrs.  Comstock  has  been  connected  with  the 
Association,  the  treasury,  if  the  obligations  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  had  been  paid,  would  scarcely  have  had  a  penny 
left ;  in  fact,  at  one  time  Mr.  John  M.  Watson,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  books  of  the  Association,  informed  me  that, 
were  the  debts  of  the  Association  paid,  there  would  be, 
according  to  an  estimate  he  had  just  made,  only  ten  cents 
left  in  the  treasury. 

It  is  also  true  that  large  amounts  of  second-hand  clothing 
have  been  rec**  by  the  Association  for  the  benefit  of  desti¬ 
tute  refugees.  Quite  an  amount  of  this  clothing  is  now 
on  hand,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  not  only  all  that  is 
now  on  hand  will  be  needed,  but  if  the  exodus  continues, 
as  it  is  likely  to  do,  more  supplies  will  be  required  to 
relieve  the  necessities  of  the  poor  blacks  who  are  fleeing 
from  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  their  task-masters  in 
the  South ;  and  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Comstock  as  much 
as,  if  not  more  than,  those  of  any  other  human  being  are 
the  destitute  refugees  indebted  for  the  supplies  that  have 
been  so  necessary  to  keep  them  from  actual  suffering. 

The  article  in  the  paper  to  which  you  refer,  if  I  remem¬ 
ber  correctly,  charged  Mrs.  Comstock  with  misrepresenta¬ 
tion  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  destitution  and  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  refugees.  While  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  understanding  all  the  details  in  relation  to  the  matter, 
as  well  as  Mrs.  Comstock  who  has  been  actually  engaged 
among  these  people,  yet  I  know  enough  in  relation  to  the 
matter  to  warrant  me  in  saying  that,  notwithstanding 
every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  alleviate  their  distressed 
condition  that  was  possible  with  the  means  at  the  com- 
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mand  of  the  committee,  yet  there  were  those  who  came 
into  the  Southern  and  South-eastern  portions  of  the  State 
in  large  numbers  where  no  adequate  arrangements  were 
provided  for  them,  who  necessarily  were  subjected  to 
many  hardships  and  severe  suffering,  before  relief  could 
reach  them.  You  will  remember  that,  about  New  Year’s 
there  was  quite  a  severe  spell  of  cold  weather.  Just  about 
that  time  a  considerable  number  of  refugees  arrived  in 
the  portions  of  the  State  to  which  I  have  referred;  and 
of  course  any  one  can  readily  imagine  what  the  condition 
of  these  people  would  be  under  such  circumstances,  living 
in  tents  and  camping  out,  thinly  clad  and  with  but  little 
food. 

So  far  as  the  publication  mentioned  refers  to  Mrs.  Com¬ 
stock’s  misappropriating  any  portion  of  the  money  re¬ 
ceived  by  her,  I  trust  that  her  long  residence  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  her 
faithful  services  to  the  down-trodden  and  oppressed  every¬ 
where,  will  be  a  sufficient  refutation.  I  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  no  one  to-day  who  is  willing  to  be  fair 
and  just  places  any  reliance  whatever  upon  the  charges 
that  have  been  made  against  her.  I  have  rec**  a  letter 
from  her  to-day,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  to  you  that  she  will 
return  to  her  post  of  duty,  at  this  place,  sometime  during 
next  week. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  also  to  state  that  the  editor  of 
the  Capital  is  a  gentleman  who  would  be  far  from  inten¬ 
tionally  doing  Mrs.  Comstock  a  wrong.  The  publication 
was  made  from  what  he  supposed,  at  the  time,  to  be  a 
reliable  source.  I  think  that  subsequent  developments 
have  convinced  him  that  the  publication  did  Mrs.  Com¬ 
stock  an  injustice,  and  if  I  remember  now  correctly,  he 
has  in  substance  already  said  so.  The  friends  of  human¬ 
ity  must  bear  in  mind  that  $6,000  or  $8000,  the  amount 
perhaps  that  is  in  the  treasury  of  the  Belief  Assn.,  is  but 
a  small  sum  of  money  when  we  take  into  consideration 
that  the  Association  is  providing  daily,  on  an  average  for 
say  300  destitute  colored  people,  that  it  is  securing  em¬ 
ployment  for  them  throughout  the  Northwest,  and  that  in 
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order  to  send  them  to  the  place  of  destination,  it  requires 
money  to  pay  railroad  fares  and  other  expenses.  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  will  take  but  a  few  weeks  to  use  up 
the  amount  of  money  that  is  now  in  the  treasury,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  tell  how  great  will  be  the  demands  upon  the 
Association  in  the  future. 

At  present  there  are,  perhaps,  on  an  average,  300  refu¬ 
gees  per  week  arriving  here.  As  a  rule,  the  Association 
has  been  successful  in  getting  employment  for  them,  but 
the  great  difficulty  is  that  the  majority  of  these  refugees 
come  to  Kansas.  This  being  a  new  State,  the  labor  mar¬ 
ket  is  over-stocked,  consequently  the  Association  is  com¬ 
pelled  to  send  many  to  Iowa,  some  to  Illinois  and  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  thus  to  pay  out  large  sums  of  money  that 
might  be  saved,  if  those  States  would  only  organize  asso¬ 
ciations  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  demand  for  labor 
directly  from  the  refugees  as  they  land  at  St.  Ix)uis. 

I  have  written  at  greater  length  than  I  intended.  This 
letter  is  not  for  publication  but  is  for  the  information 
simply  of  yourself  and  friends  who  are  interested  in  this 
work.  Hoping  that  all  may  do  their  whole  duty  in  this 
work,  feeling  as  I  do  that  God  will  take  care  of  the  re¬ 
sults,  I  am 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

John  Pierce  St.  John. 
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INSTKUCTIONS  TO  MASTER  OF  THE  PRIVATE 
ARMED  SCHOONER  GROWLER,  1813. 


Salem  April  22~>  1813. 

Cap*  Nath*  Lindsay 
Sir 

Having  appointed  you  commander  of  the  private 
armed  Schooner  Growler,  now  ready  for  sea  &  fitted  for 
a  cruise  of  four  &  a  half  months,  our  Instructions  to 
you  are,  to  proceed  to  sea  the  first  favorable  opportunity, 
&  Keep  near  the  Eastern  shore  until  you  are  as  far  to  the 
Eastward  as  Mount  Desert,  thence  you  will  proceed  to 
the  Southward  &  Eastward  as  far  as  the  Southern  part 
of  the  Grand  Bank  where  you  will  cruise  off  &  on  the 
Bank  for  twelve  or  fifteen  days  in  order  to  intercept  the 
Enemy  vessels  bound  from  the  West  Indies  to  England 
— ^you  will  then  proceed  in  a  direct  course  for  the  Island 
of  Palma  &  thence  northerly,  &  cruise  between  the  Canary 
&  Madeira  Islands,  where  we  expect  you  will  be  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  make  up  your  cruise. 

Should  you  be  driven  from  this  ground  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  Southerly  &  cruise  between  the  Canary  &  the  West¬ 
ernmost  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands. — 

You  will  order  your  prizes  for  the  first  American  port, 
&  give  your  prize  masters  orders  to  avoid  if  possible  the 
large  Seaports — ^We  think  the  chance  of  of  getting  into 
some  of  the  ports  to  the  Eastward  of  Wiscasset  will  be 
pretty  good,  but  it  is  probable  the  ports  in  this  Bay  as 
well  as  the  Southern  ports  will  be  closely  watched  by  the 
Enemy  this  summer — At  any  rate  the  danger  of  recap¬ 
ture  will  be  great,  you  will  therefore  give  your  prize 
Masters  positive  orders  to  make  for  the  first  port  &  in¬ 
form  us  immediately  of  their  arrival,  to  secure  the  prop¬ 
erty  &  wait  further  instructions. — 

If  you  capture  any  vessels  loaded  for  Fish  either  in 
Bulk  or  in  hh***  you  will  order  them  for  the  first  port  in 
France,  after  having  taken  out  all  the  Crew  &  replacing 
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them,  So  as  to  conform  as  near  as  possible  to  the  original 
Crew. — by  this  &  proper  managements  in  the  prize  mas¬ 
ters,  the  vessels  may  pass  as  English  until  their  arrival 
near  the  Coast  of  France.  We  shall  appoint  the  house  of 
Mess”  Hottenguer  &  C®  of  Paris  to  assist  your  prize  Mas¬ 
ters  in  the  management  of  their  business  &  the  sales  of 
the  property,  &  as  an  encouragement  to  the  prize  Masters 
who  may  go  to  France,  we  will  allow  them  a  Commission 
of  two  &  one  half  per  Cent  on  the  n*  proceeds  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  if  they  conduct  in  a  proper  manner. 

In  the  Captured  vessels  you  may  order  for  the  United 
States  you  will  send  home  the  Captain  or  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  and  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  vessel  d; 
Cargo,  sealed  up,  &  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  getting 
any  information  from  you,  it  will  be  advisable  to  destroy 
all  English  vessels,  which  may  not  be  of  sufficient  value 
to  man  out,  taking  good  care  of  the  prisoners  &  all  the 
papers,  relating  to  the  vessel  &  Cargo,  &  should  you  be 
under  the  necessity  of  releasing  any  prisoners  of  War, 
you  will  take  their  parole — promising  not  to  serve  against 
the  United  States  until  regularly  exchanged — 

You  will  not  trouble  American  vessels,  on  account  of 
their  having  licenses,  as  we  may  thereby  incur  much 
trouble  &  expence,  neither  will  you  man  out  any  vessel 
belonging  to  a  Friendly  power,  unless  you  are  perfectly 
certain,  that  they  have  on  board  enemies  property  suffi¬ 
ciently  valuable,  to  make  it  an  object  to  send  her  in  for 
trial. — Valuable  goods  might  be  taken  out  of  an  English 
vessel,  if  they  actually  belong  to  an  English  subject  & 
the  papers  accompany  them,  but  Enemies  property  can¬ 
not  be  taken  from  a  neutral  vessel,  until  it  be  regularly 
condemned. — ^You  will  observe,  that  your  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  forbids  any  depredations 
on  land,  &  you  will  avoid  every  Act,  which  may  Cause  a 
forfiture  of  our  Bonds,  or  be  dishonorable  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Character. — ^Your  prize  signal  will  be  an  English 
flag,  on  the  starboard  steering  Boom,  at  the  foreyard — 
&  your  own  signal  will  be  hoisted  forward  when  you 
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approach  this  harbour,  &  at  sea  in  particular  instanaes 
which  we  shall  explain  to  you  verbally — 

Wishing  you  health  & 
a  successful  cruise  we  are 
Your  friend  &  ob^  serv** — 
Ja*  Devereux,  ]  Agents 
W™  Fettyplace  J 

If  you  should  be  captured — destroy  these  orders. — ^You 
will  report  your  vessel  at  sea,  to  be  the  General  Boyd — 
Bailey  of  Portland — The  course  we  have  pointed  out  for 
you  to  get  upon  your  cruising  ground  we  conceive  to  be 
the  best — Should  you  obtain  any  information  which  may 
induce  you  to  deviate  from  it,  you  will  of  course  conduct 
in  the  safest  manner  for  the  preservation  of  your  vessel, 
&  in  many  instances  you  will  have  to  exercise  your  Judg¬ 
ment  &  conduct  as  circumstances  may  require — 
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MEETING  OF  THE  OWNERS  OF  PRIVATEER 
GRUMBLER,  1813. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  owners  of  the  new  vessel  building 
by  Barker  &  Magouns,  on  Tuesday  February  9“*  1813 
Moses  Townsend  Esqr  Moderator  S.  White  Secretary 
Voted  That  the  said  vessel  be  coppered  with  the  light¬ 
est  copper,  to  8  feet  aft,  and  4  feet  6  or  8  inches  forward 
Voted  That  we  choose  three  agents  for  said  vessel 
Voted  That  Mess  Penn  Townsend  Jos.  J.  Knap  &  Wil¬ 
liam  Fettvplace  be  the  said  agents 

Voted  That  the  said  Agents  be  allowed  Two  per  cent 
for  their  services  on  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  said  vessel 
and  outfits 

Voted  That  the  said  vessel  he  named  the  Grumbler 
Voted  To  adjourn  to  Thursday  evening  at  7  OClock 
at  this  place  when  we  do  adjourn 

Voted  That  there  he  an  assement  made  by  the  agents 
of  one  hundred  Dollars  on  each  thirty  second  part 

Voted  That  the  agents  fix  the  value  of  all  materials 
that  may  be  used  for  the  Grumbler  that  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Growler 

Voted  To  Adjourn 

Thursday  February  11®  1813  Met  according  to  ad¬ 
journment 

Voted  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  commander  by  ballot 
On  balloting  Capt  Penn  Townsend  was  elected — 
Voted  to  adjourn  until  tomorrow  evening  at  7  O’Clock 
Friday  February  12  1813  A  meeting  of  the  owners 
pursuant  to  adjournment 

Agents  reported  that  Capt  Townsend  declined  accept¬ 
ing  as  commander 

Voted  To  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  commander 
On  balloting  Capt  William  Webb  was  chosen 
Voted  To  adjourn  until  tomorrow  evening  at  7  O’Clock 
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Salem  Nov^  28"-  1769 

Rec**  of  Rich”  Derby  Three  Pounds  One  Shilling  &  Four 
Pence  Law”  Money  in  full  for  a  Gold  Necklace  delivered 
this  day 

£3.1.4.  Edw^  Lang 


Philad'  12”'  March  1807 
Bot  of  Ja*  Black 

A  finger  ring  Sett  w”*  Jett  7. 

Engraving  a  Motto  on  “  .50 


Received  Payment 
box  for  ring  .50  James  Black 


$7.50 


M'  John  Derby  To  Jabez  Baldwin 

1808 

Dec.  21.  To  a  plated  teapoott 
1809 

Jany  4  .  “a  pearl  Comb  75  cts,  ri  voting 
two  shuttles  .50 


Received  Pay 

Jabez  Baldwin 


D' 


8.50 

1.25 

$9.75 


Salem  N**'  17”*  1809 
M"  John  Derby  to  G“  Berson,  Dr. 

N’« 

10.  one  Hair  Neklace  at  $3.00 

R*'*  Payment 

G”  Berson 

m 
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Mr.  John  Derby  to  Benj“  Balch  D' 

1809 

Feb  1**  To  a  new  Verge,  Ballance  spring, 

Cleaning  &  Rep'  Watch  $3.50 

Salem,  Feby  3”  1809  Payment 

Benj.  Balch 


Salem  October  7***  1809 

M'  John  Derby  D' 

To  G“*  W”  Berson 

one  Parle  Pin  $8.00 

one  Watch  Chaine  5.00 


$13.00 

Rec^  Payment  G“*  Berson. 


M'  John  Derby 

to  G“*  Berson  D' 

a  Hair  Watch  Chaine  $4.00 

Salem  14**‘  feb^  1812 

Rved  Payment 

G™*  Berson 


Salem  April  23'**  1810. 

Mrss.  Derby 

to  G“®  Berson  D' 

a  Hair  Watch  Chaine  $5.00 

Re'"*  Payment 

G"*®  Berson 
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CORRECTIONS. 

In  an  article  on  Deacon  Stephen  Phillips  published  in 
Volume  LXXIV  of  the  Historical  Collections,  it  is  stated 
on  page  317  that  the  deacon  did  not  marry  till  he  was 
twenty-six  years  old.  It  now  appears  from  the  first  book 
of  intentions  of  marriage  of  the  town  of  Lynn  that  Mr. 
Stephen  Phillips  of  Marblehead  was  married  first  at  Lynn 
on  November  8,  1741,  to  Lydia  Rand,  who  by  an  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  a  tombstone  in  the  old  Lynn  graveyard,  died  in 
Lynn,  October  21,  1742,  less  than  a  year  after  her  mar¬ 
riage. 

It  would  appear  that  in  later  years  when  the  deacon 
acquired  quite  a  family  of  daughters  by  his  third  wife, 
after  naming  the  first  two  for  the  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother  of  their  mother,  he  named  the  next  two  Sarah  and 
Lydia  after  his  first  two  wives  who  died  so  young.  (See 
E.  I.  H.  C.,  XVI,  143 ;  XXII,  156  for  marriage  inten¬ 
tions  and  Lynn  tombstones.) 

In  the  Mclntire  Genealogy,  published  in  the  October 
number,  1940,  the  marriage  of  Micum  Mclntire  to  Jane 
Grant,  on  page  357,  should  read  9  July  1703. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


Thhee  Centubies  op  American  Hymnody.  By  Henry 
Wilder  Foote.  1940.  418  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  Cam¬ 

bridge,  Massachusetts:  Harvard  University  Press.  Price, 
$4.00. 

This  year  being  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
publication  of  the  Bay  Psalm  Book,  Dr.  Foote  appropriately 
arranged  the  material  on  the  text  of  psalm  and  hymn  which 
he  has  been  accumulating  for  some  years,  and  has  given  us  a 
thoroughly  scholarly  and  readable  account  of  the  music  of 
these  past  centuries.  While  he  disclaims  any  attempt  to 
write  a  history  of  American  church  music,  he  does  give  about 
as  complete  an  account  of  the  changes  in  practice  through 
the  years  as  can  be  imagined.  Religious  thought  found  ex¬ 
pression  in  the  hymn-books  used  by  successive  generations, 
they  being  the  mirrors  which  faithfully  reflect  the  beliefs 
and  practices  of  their  time.  The  usage  of  psalmody  in  the 
colonial  churches  and  its  transition  to  hymnody  during  the 
last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  told  with  interesting 
detail.  This  prepared  the  way  for  the  flood  of  new  hymn- 
books  which  began  about  1800  and  which  still  continues.  He 
has  arranged  the  hymn  writers  in  denominational  groups, 
which  seemed  more  practical,  although  such  grouping  has 
ceased  to  have  much  significance  today.  This  book  will  be 
welcomed  by  ministers  concerned  with  the  improvement  of 
public  worship,  as  well  as  organists  and  members  of  all 
Protestant  churches.  Two  appendices,  “The  Controversy 
over  the  Practice  of  Tjining-out’  the  Psalms,”  and  “The  Con¬ 
troversy  at  South  Braintree  over  *Eegular*  Singing,”  com¬ 
plete  the  text.  There  are  also  three  indices,  one  of  names 
and  subjects,  another  of  psalm  books  and  hymn  books,  and 
one  of  First  Lines.  Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries. 

I  Speak  for  Myself.  An  Editor  in  His  World.  By  Edwin 
Francis  Edgett.  With  a  Preparatory  Note  by  William 
Lyon  Phelps.  1940.  385  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  New  York: 
The  Macmillan  Company.  Price,  $3.00. 

Edwin  Francis  Edgett  was  born  in  Boston  in  1867.  In 
his  senior  year  at  Harvard,  1894,  he  was  correspondent  for 
the  New  York  Times.  From  ^94  to  *99  he  was  dramatic 
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editor  of  the  Boston  Transcript’,  then,  after  a  year  in  Lon¬ 
don,  he  became  literary  editor  in  1901,  continuing  in  this 
position  until  his  retirement  in  1938.  He  has  lived  chiefly 
in  Boston  and  its  suburbs,  also  in  New  York  and  London. 
Arlington,  Massachusetts,  is  his  present  home.  During  his 
year  in  London  Mr.  Edgett  assisted  Walter  Smith  in  editing 
a  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  called  The  King.  After  his 
return  to  this  country  he  was  for  a  time  advance  agent  and 
publicity  manager  for  David  Belasco,  on  tour  with  one  of 
Belasco’s  companies.  In  Mr.  Edgett’s  biography  there  is 
much  of  authors  and  their  work — Scott,  Dickens,  George 
Gissing,  Thomas  Hardy,  Joseph  Conrad;  and  there  are  let¬ 
ters  from  Arnold  Bennett,  Sinclair  Lewis,  Mrs.  Belloc 
Lowndes,  Christopher  Morley,  Houdini,  Eichard  Mansfield, 
and  others  in  and  outside  the  literary  world.  Of  his  auto¬ 
biography  Mr.  Edgett  writes:  “Its  pages  contain  my  frank 
statement  of  what  has  happened  to  me  in  mind  and  soul  and 
body  through  many  years.  It  is  intended  to  be  a  record  of 
and  commentary  upon  myself,  my  thoughts  and  beliefs,  as 
well  as  a  chronicle  of  events  that  have  been  a  part  of  my 
life  during  all  its  successive  stages.” 

Lowell.  A  Study  of  Industrial  Development.  By  Mar¬ 
garet  Terrell  Parker.  1940.  238  pp.,  octavo,  cloth, 

illus.  New  York:  The  Macmillan  Company.  Price, 
$2.25. 

Lowell  was  chosen  by  the  author,  who  is  Professor  of 
Geography  at  Wellesley  College,  because  it  is  the  oldest  city 
in  the  country  to  be  founded  and  continued  as  an  industrial 
centre.  More  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  mills  were  estab¬ 
lished,  and  in  a  very  short  time  Lowell  grew  to  urban  pro¬ 
portions,  and  until  the  recent  depression  set  in,  maintained 
industries  employing  40,000  workers.  A  city  founded  by 
Lowells,  Appletons,  Jacksons  and  others,  now  shows  large 
populations  of  French,  Greek,  Polish,  Portuguese,  Italians, 
Armenians,  Irish,  Scandinavians,  Germans,  Syrians  and 
Chinese;  one-sixth  of  the  population  in  1930  was  of  Irish 
extraction.  Miss  Parker  has  prepared  several  maps  which 
add  greatly  to  the  study  of  the  past  of  this  great  industrial 
centre.  Speculation  as  to  the  future  of  New  England  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  mill  cities  concludes  the  volume.  A  full  index  is 
also  provided.  Recommended  to  all  libraries. 
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The  Letters  of  Saint  Boniface.  Translated  with  an  In¬ 
troduction  by  Ephraim  Emerton.  1940.  204  pp.,  oc¬ 
tavo,  cloth.  New  York:  Columbia  University  Press. 
Price,  $3.00. 

This  volume  is  published  as  Number  31  in  the  series  of 
‘Tlecords  of  Civilization:  Sources  and  Studies,”  established 
by  Columbia  a  few  years  ago.  Mr.  Emerton  was  a  native 
of  Salem,  and  was  distinguished  in  his  last  years  as  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  Harvard  University.  The 
translations  of  the  letters  of  Boniface,  the  early  missioner, 
is  most  important  for  the  cultural  history  of  Frankland  in 
the  eighth  century  and  the  expansion  of  Christian  civilization 
east  of  the  Khine.  In  addition,  this  work  offers  intimate  and 
revealing  glimpses  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  that  age. 
So  little  first-hand  material  is  available  in  English  that  there 
is  no  question  but  that  this  volume  will  meet  a  real  need. 
It  should  appeal  to  scholars  interested  in  the  early  Middle 
Ages,  as  it  furnishes  collateral  reading  for  courses  in  medie¬ 
val  history. 

Charleston  Goes  to  Harvard.  The  Diary  of  a  Harvard 
Student  of  1831.  Edited  by  Arthur  H.  Cole.  1940. 
108  pp.,  octavo,  boards,  illus.  Cambridge,  Massachu¬ 
setts:  Harvard  University  Press.  Price,  $1.50. 

To  everyone  interested  in  student  life  at  Harvard  College 
a  little  over  one  hundred  years  ago — 1831,  to  be  exact — 
this  book  will  furnish  entertaining  reading.  The  writer  was 
a  Southerner  of  a  good  Charleston  family, — quite  an  interest¬ 
ing  point  of  view  considering  Harvard’s  provinciality  at  that 
time, — ^who  in  addition  to  his  normal  undergraduate  activities 
also  enjoyed  Boston  and  Cambridge  society.  The  introduc¬ 
tion  is  by  Dr.  Cole,  Librarian  of  the  Harvard  Graduate  School 
of  Business  Administration,  and  the  illustrations  add  greatly 
to  the  value  of  the  book. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  a  Modest  Man.  By  Edward 
Mather.  1940.  356  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York: 
Thomas  Y.  Crowell  Company.  Price,  $3.50. 

Many  authors  have  written  articles  and  books  about  “The 
Great  Eomancer.”  Mr.  Mather  has  given  us  something  dif¬ 
ferent  from  any  of  them;  he  has  treated  the  subject  neither 
from  an  entirely  critical  literary  standpoint  as  did  Henry 
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James  nor  from  the  more  or  less  eulogistic  angle  adopted  by 
members  of  his  family.  This  author,  who,  by  the  way,  is  an 
Englishman,  and  whose  name  is  Edward  Mather  Jackson,  of 
the  same  family  as  Cotton  Mather  in  England,  has  chosen 
to  treat  Hawthorne  as  a  man  rather  than  a  writer — “a  study 
in  human  behavior.”  The  result  is  easily  the  best  short  biog¬ 
raphy  of  him  ever  written  and  one  which  will  appeal  to  every¬ 
one  as  a  fair  and  candid  appraisal  of  Hawthorne,  the  man. 
Barring  a  few  minor  inaccuracies,  like  Arabella  for  the  ship 
Arbella,  it  is  remarkably  well  written.  The  chapters  con¬ 
cerning  Hawthorne’s  life  in  England  and  on  the  continent 
are  most  interesting,  as  might  be  expected  from  one  who 
knows  the  ground  so  well.  This  biography  might  well  be 
required  reading  in  schools  and  colleges  all  over  the  country. 
Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries. 

John  Hull.  A  Builder  op  the  Bat  Colony.  By  Her¬ 
mann  Frederick  Clarke,  A.B.  1940.  222  pp.,  square 

octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Portland,  Maine:  The  Southworth- 
Anthoensen  Press.  Price,  $10.00. 

This  is  a  new  volume  by  Mr.  Clarke,  who  has  done  so 
much  valuable  work  already  in  his  various  books  on  early 
Colonial  silversmiths.  It  is  not  only  a  full  biography  of  our 
first  mint-master,  but  it  gives  a  list  of  examples  of  his  woi*k 
in  silver  and  includes  all  pieces  that  are  known  to  be  extant. 
The  marks  are  also  shown,  enabling  easy  identification.  The 
author  acknowledged  his  indebtedness  to  several  officials  of 
the  Essex  Institute,  including,  among  others,  Mr.  Stephen 
W.  Phillips,  Mr.  Augustus  P.  Loring,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  James 
Duncan  Phillips.  This  book  should  be  in  every  library. 

Period  Piece.  The  Life  and  Times  of  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 
By  Jenny  Ballou.  1940.  287  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 

Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin  Company.  Price,  $3.00. 

The  author  had  abundant  courage  to  attempt  a  biography 
of  one  who,  as  she  says,  “is  as  absent  as  a  ghost  from  even 
popular  anthologies.”  And  yet  she  has  produced  one  of  the 
most  entertaining  and  readable  stories  of  the  year.  Ella 
Wheeler’s  ambition  was  unbounded;  and  her  middle-west 
background  did  not  give  her  much  encouragement.  She 
made  a  fortunate  marriage  to  a  man  who  was  successful  in 
business  and  who  did  not  prevent  her  from  soaring  to  the 
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heights  of  poetic  effusion.  Her  earlier  poems,  especially  her 
“Poems  of  Passion”  were  frowned  upon  by  the  literati,  but 
they  had  an  enormous  appeal.  Lucy  Larcom’s  disapproval 
called  forth  a  long  letter  from  Ella  in  which  she  thanked  her 
for  her  advice  ‘T)ut  really  it  is  quite  useless  to  advise  me.  I 
would  not  write  a  line  I  believed  to  be  wrong.  Pardon  my 
wilfulness,  dear  Lucy  Larcom — and  like  me  as  well  as  you 
can  in  spite  of  it.”  Mrs.  Wilcox  makes  good  material  for 
an  unorthodox  biography.  While  her  poems  savored  of  medi¬ 
ocrity,  she  reached  thousands  through  the  yellow  journals 
which  published  her  work,  and  multitudes  read  them  and 
liked  them. 

Feench  Pioneers  in  the  West  Indies,  1624-1664.  By 
Nellis  M.  Crouse.  1940.  294  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  maps. 
New  York:  Columbia  University  Press.  Price,  $3.50. 

While  much  has  been  written  of  the  colonization  by  the 
English  of  the  Caribbee  Islands  during  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury,  little  or  nothing  has  been  written  on  the  French  expe¬ 
rience.  Mr.  Crouse  has  filled  a  real  gap  in  historical  litera¬ 
ture  and  has  produced  a  book,  interest  in  and  enjoyment  of 
which  will  by  no  means  be  confined  to  scholars  and  students. 
It  is  a  story  of  wars  against  native  possessors  of  the  soil, 
interspersed  with  accounts  of  pirates  and  privateering,  of 
the  days  when  buccaneers  used  these  harbors  as  ports  of  call 
where  they  might  refit  their  ships  and  spend  ill-gotten  gains. 
New  England  commerce  with  the  French  West  Indies  was 
continuous,  and  Antigua,  Barbados,  Dominica,  Grenada, 
Guadeloupe,  Martinique,  Montserrat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher, 
St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent  were  familiar  names  to  early  Salem 
sea-faring  folk.  In  the  great  collection  of  logs,  sea  journals 
and  account  books  at  the  Essex  Institute,  there  is  concrete 
evidence  of  this  profitable  trade  over  three  centuries.  Highly 
recommended  to  libraries. 

Bronson  Alcott,  Teacher.  By  Dorothy  McCuskey.  1940. 
217  pp.,  octavo,  illus.  New  York:  The  Macmillan  Com¬ 
pany.  Price,  $2.50. 

Upon  the  heels  of  Odell  Shepard’s  Pedlar’s  Progress  comes 
another  life  of  Louisa’s  father,  this  time  considering  his 
work  as  a  teacher.  The  author  wrote  this  as  a  doctoral  dis¬ 
sertation  for  her  degree  at  Yale  University.  She  holds  that 
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Alcott  was  “the  man  who  swept  out  of  the  schoolroom  the 
Calvinistic  ideas  of  the  nature  of  children  with  the  conse¬ 
quent  repression  and  harsh  discipline.”  He  was  a  believer 
in  the  modern  “progressive  education,”  attempting  the  com¬ 
plete  development  of  children,  and  allowing  them  creative 
experience  in  speech  and  writing.  His  schools  were  basically 
social,  to  an  extent  unheard  of  in  his  day.  The  author  paints 
the  first  clear-cut  picture  of  the  debt  American  education 
owes  to  Alcott,  showing  his  life  as  a  teacher  in  Cheshire, 
Connecticut,  in  his  own  Temple  School  in  Boston  and  in 
the  Concord  schools.  This  book  is  a  scholarly  and  stirring 
contribution  to  an  understanding  of  the  philosophy  of  Bron¬ 
son  Alcott.  If  he  could  see  the  schools  of  today,  he  would 
approve  the  fine  buildings,  the  friendly  atmosphere  in  the 
classrooms  and  the  free  methods  of  teaching,  “but  he  would 
find  the  modern  schools  lacking  spirituality.”  Strongly  rec¬ 
ommended  to  all  educators. 

The  Port  of  Gloucester.  By  James  B.  Connolly.  1940. 
333  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York:  Doubleday, 
Doran  &  Company,  Inc.  Price,  $3.00. 

The  author  has  been  writing  best-selling  fiction  about 
Gloucester  for  years,  but  this  is  his  first  piece  of  non-fiction, 
and  appears  as  the  first  book  in  the  new  Doubleday  Doran 
Seaport  Series.  Life  has  never  been  quite  soft  in  Gloucester, 
from  1623,  when  a  company  of  Englishmen  first  settled 
there,  down  to  the  present  day  when  their  descendants  and 
those  of  the  hardy  Portuguese,  who  came  later,  still  clear  for 
the  Grand  Banks  to  seek  the  cod.  Gloucester  fishermen  went 
to  the  North  Sea  for  fish,  they  turned  privateer  in  1776  and 
1812,  built  ships,  served  in  the  Navy,  but  have  always  come 
back  to  fishing.  There  are  many  human  interest  stories  in 
this  immensely  readable  history.  The  illustrations  are  nu¬ 
merous  and  of  first  grade.  Kecommended  to  all  libraries. 

5000  Years  of  Gems  and  Jewelry.  By  Frances  Eogers 
and  Alice  Beard.  1940.  309  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 
New  York :  Frederick  A.  Stokes  Company.  Price,  $2.50. 

This  will  prove  a  reference  book  of  much  value.  The 
authors  have  explained  fully,  and  in  simple  terms  the  essen¬ 
tial  nature  of  substance  of  gems,  where  and  how  they  are 
mined  or  quarried,  or  brought  up  from  submarine  deposits; 
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how  they  range  in  relative  rarety  and  value.  They  trace  the 
history  of  gem  cutting  and  mounting;  the  labor  practices 
and  problems  that  were  brought  about  by  the  demand  for 
jewelry;  its  influence  on  the  Guilds;  the  skill  of  the  gold¬ 
smith,  enameller  and  lapidary.  There  are  fifty  illustrations, 
a  glossarj-^  and  a  good  index.  Strongly  recommended  to  all 
libraries. 

The  Cod  Fisheries.  The  History  of  an  International 
Econoraj'.  By  Harold  A.  Innis.  1940,  520  pp.,  large 
octavo,  cloth,  maps.  New  Haven :  Yale  University  Press. 
Price,  $3.50. 

To  all  interested  in  the  history  of  the  development  of  this 
industry  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present,  this  book  is 
strongly  recommended.  It  has  been  prepared  by  Professor 
Innis  and  published  in  the  Canadian- American  Relations  se¬ 
ries.  Essex  County  towns  shared  in  the  important  business 
of  the  cod  fisheries  and  still  continues,  with  Gloucester  the 
fisliing  centre  of  the  country.  The  chapters  on  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  West  Indies  and  New  England,  1650-1713,  are 
especially  good,  and  of  interest  here,  because  much  of  the 
wealth  of  New  England  came  from  the  fishing  industry. 
During  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  centurj’,  Massachu¬ 
setts  had  400  fishing  vessels  engaged  in  this  trade.  But  most 
valuable  of  all  the  author  stresses  the  international  situation 
and  especially  the  current  problems.  To  do  justice  to  the 
mass  of  material  which  Mr.  Innis  has  assembled  cannot  be 
accomplished  in  a  brief  review,  but  that  it  is  a  splendid  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  study  of  international  commercial  relations 
will  be  agreed  by  all  who  read  it.  It  will  be  welcomed  by 
people  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

Wenham  Town  Records.  Supplement  to  Vol.  1,  1687-1706. 
This  Supplement  was  the  beginning  of  the  so-called 
Swamp  Book,  1687-1731.  Vol.  II  of  Town  Records, 
1707-1731,  is  the  remainder  of  the  Swamp  Book.  1940. 
119  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  Published  by  the  Wenham  His¬ 
torical  Society.  Printed  by  Newcomb  and  Gauss,  Salem, 
for  the  Town  of  Wenham, 

The  Town  of  Wenham  has  done  a  great  service  in  publish¬ 
ing  its  town  records,  a  service  which  other  towns  in  Essex 
County  might  well  emulate.  It  obviates  the  loss  by  fire  and 
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carelessness,  which  was  the  fate  of  many  records  in  the  old 
days,  and  preserves  them  for  all  time.  This  enterprise  of  a 
few  members  of  the  Historical  Society  should  stimulate  other 
similar  societies  to  go  and  do  likewise.  The  book  is  a  fine 
product  of  the  Newcomb  and  Gauss  press,  which  has  been 
engaged  in  similar  work  for  more  than  a  hundred  years. 

The  Minor  Mathers.  A  List  of  Their  Works.  By  Thomas 
James  Holmes.  1940.  218  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts:  Harvard  University  Press. 

Mr.  Holmes  has  recently  given  us  that  monumental  bibli¬ 
ography  of  Increase  and  Cotton  Mather,  and  now  finishes 
with  this  list  of  the  works  of  twelve  other  Mathers,  who  were 
of  the  family  of  the  Kev.  Richard  Mather  of  Dorchester.  A 
handy  genealogical  chart  shows  the  relationship.  The  libra¬ 
ries  in  which  all  their  works  appear  are  given,  with  chrono¬ 
logical  lists  of  titles,  reproductions  of  title  pages,  and  com¬ 
plete  indices.  Of  the  last  mentioned  there  are  three:  Index 
of  works,  general  index  of  names  and  subjects,  and  index  of 
scripture  texts.  This  is  a  most  useful  volume  for  librarians, 
as  it  is  possible  to  easily  identify  any  Mather  work.  Recom¬ 
mended  to  all  libraries. 

The  Eddy  Family  in  America.  Supplement  of  1940.  Com¬ 
piled  by  Ruth  Stor}'  Devereux  Eddy,  A.B.,  A.M.  1940. 
180  pp.^  octavo,  cloth.  Boston:  The  Eddy  Family  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Inc.,  666  Angell  Street.  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  preparation  of  this  Supplement  represents  ten  years 
of  constant  correspondence,  and  includes  more  than  8700  new 
genealogical  items.  There  are  corrections  and  additions  re¬ 
lating  to  previous  volumes,  and  a  full  index  is  given.  It 
brings  up  to  date  the  records  of  all  members  of  this  large 
family,  and  should  meet  with  a  ready  sale. 


From  a  painting  on  glass  in  possession  of  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Salem 


